The last week of April marked, for me, two weeks since my second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. | realize that this
doesn’t mean that my life has returned to normal or that | can resume regular activities right away. But there are
some new possibilities that have opened up. I’'m eager to pursue them.

Accordingly, I'm excited to start renewing connections. My ability to visit, to share a meal, to sit down for a cup of
coffee, to just hang out — are all beginning to be possible again.

So if any of you (who are also vaccinated) want to make plans, let’s do just that. 1'd love to meet you for lunch or for
whatever might fit in your schedule. If you’re not vaccinated, and still interested in getting together, let’s make covid-
safe plans that keep you protected.

Also, since things still aren’t quite back to normal, I'll maintain virtual office hours on zoom on Wednesdays from
10am to noon (Meeting ID: 802 607 3098 Passcode: ARBOR).

Let me know if you want to make plans! Or feel free to log in on Wednesdays!
Pastor Peter Morris

Work Day

We are going to have a workday on May 1 at church. It will be a joint workday with Creek, Foundry and
the community gardens folks.

May 1 from 9 to Noon (on a warm, sunny day)

Most tasks will be outside and will use social distancing. We will be using masks except for any
subgroups that are all vaccinated or for individuals working outdoors by themselves. We had some
damage to bushes and trees by voles during the heavy snow cover, so we will be doing some removal
and selected replanting. We will be doing some flower bed preparation (except for by the sign by the
street where Jan Gietzel has arranged for a former Creek employee (who owns a landscaping business to
plant). We may plant a few early flowers that can take cold.

We have a few indoor tasks for vaccinated individuals

Due to COVID, bring your own snacks and coffee



Update on Emerging Mission Development Options with CommonWealth Development (CD)
April 28, 2021

Arbor received an OTP (Offer to Purchase) and a MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) from CD on
April 5. The offer was consistent with our discussions to date. As one might anticipate, there are a few
important questions that need to be answered and Arbor will need to have legal counsel to review the
offer. Once the Leadership Team has gotten the questions resolved and legal counsel review,
information will be brought to the Congregation for discussion and decision making.

A meeting will be held tomorrow (April 29) with CD to get clarifications on some questions. That
meeting will be attended (via ZOOM) by Ken Lund, Pastor Peter Morris, and Mark Hanson.

Paul Kent recommended legal counsel that includes expertise in non-profit organizations and in real
estate. Pastor Peter and Mark Hanson participated in an initial interview with that firm. The interview
was helpful in both identifying the key legal review aspects and in assessing the suitability and cost of
using the recommended firm. The Leadership Team was briefed on the interview and recommendation
that we proceed with that firm. No action was taken on hiring the firm until after the results of the April
29 meeting are known. The Leadership Team would then make the decision on engaging the law firm as
part of preparing information for future information sharing and subsequent action by the
Congregation.

With over 50 children from Arbor and Foundry participating in the Easter Egg Hunt at Arbor on April 3,
there is good reason to be planning for the future of our ministries on McDivitt Road.

Mark Hanson

Mother’s Day

On May 9 we will worship on Zoom. The preacher on Mother's Day (May 9) is

/ Kristina Kaiser. She is the pastor of The River Church, with whom we've
, . collaborated in the past for services during Advent, our Christmas Eve Service,
% . ¢ . andMaundy Thursday.

She and her husband have experience as foster and adoptive parents. She
plans to offer reflections from that journey as she reflects on motherhood and
the joy and other complex feelings and hopes that go along with it. It will be a
Sunday when we can honor the contributions of the women in our lives who
have cared for, nurtured and supported us -- whether they are our mothers or
other important figures.



Retreat at Holy Wisdom Monastery

On May 16th between 9:30 and 1:30, Arbor Covenant and Foundry 414 will be co-facilitating a retreat at
Holy Wisdom Monastery. The day together will include some group discussion as well as opportunities
for people to explore the beautiful grounds or simply find a quiet place to sit, reflect, and pray.

There are also planned activities for children and youth. And lunch (prepared by the Holy Wisdom
kitchen staff) is also included in the program.

Anyone interested in participating is encouraged to attend. We need to provide Holy Wisdom with a
count this Sunday, May 2nd. So please let Pastor Peter know this weekend if you're interested in
attending.

*A suggested donation of $25 will cover the cost or you or another who wishes to attend.

Foundation for Black Women’s Wellness

Our church has joined Memorial Lutheran to support the Foundation for Black Women’s Wellness. To
date our donations have amounted to $2,125. If you wish to donate, you may either write a check to
Arbor (and send it to either Jan Gietzel or Ulrika Swanson) including the FBWW on the memo line OR
you may make a donation on the Church Connect URL website (again noting that it is for the FBWW on
the memo line) https://6005feaa.churchtrac.com/connect

Summer Farmer’s Market and Sunday Church Services

Given our good experience with the Farmers' Market from last year and recent discussions (including
among the three churches---Foundry, Memorial UCC, and Arbor) , we are planning on doing a Farmer's
Market this summer from 9:30 to 1 on Sundays beginning after July 4th and through September 12.

Sasha Voynow

Please keep Harry and Sue Engstrom’s family in your prayers. Their son-in-law, Sasha Voynow,
passed away unexpectedly in April. Harry and Sue are with their daughter Christin and
grandson Leo in San Francisco. Our heartfelt sympathies are with the family as their grieve.

Randy Kessenich

Randy Kessenich will be graduating from the University of Wisconsin Stevens Point on May 21
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts, Musical Theater degree.
The Kessenich family has a new address Marijo and Dan Kessenich

709 Spruce Street

Sauk City, WI 53583



Mgy,

AWAKEN
DANE

A new initiative is taking shape in Dane County. It is a collaborative movement of churches to form partnerships and
friendships with other churches and home communities. We've been encouraged to apply for the program collaboratively
with Foundry and to navigate the process together. The information from the website is reprinted below.

m movement of churches awakening to God’s call, forming life-giving friendships
and partnerships, and growing in love for their home communities

Enjoy life-giving relationships that extend beyond Sunday and the physical church building
Experience God by placing God-questions at the center of the conversation
Know and love your place and its people

Discover and embrace your unique identity and call

AWAKEN DANE PARTNERS:

Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not know it.”
Genesis 28:16

AwakenDane.org
Follow us on Facebook

facebook.com/AwakenDane



WHAT:
Two-year journey where participating churches will:

» Engage their neighborhoods ¢ Build community
¢ Clarify values and calling
¢ Connect with other churches

COMMITMENT:

Commitment for Pastors is approximately 5-7 hours per month:

e 2-year program

« Monthly pastors’ learning community meetings the 2nd Thursday of the month beginning July 2021
¢ Monthly congregational team meetings

e 4 large-group gatherings

CONGREGATIONAL TEAMS:

¢ Embrace Christian practices

¢ Understand trends in their community e Strengthen leadership

« Pastors will form their Congregational Teams with 8-10 congregation members

¢ [deally,2-3members live in the church’s neighborhood

« [deal team members should represent a cross-section of the congregation and be willing to prioritize
participation and show signs of interest in engaging with neighbors

CHURCH CLUSTERS:
« Congregations will be grouped into clusters of 8-10 with diversity and geographic proximity in mind

» Toward the end of the program, clusters will have the chance to engage in mission in their neighborhoods
with funding provided by Lilly Endowment, Inc.

Commitment for Congregational Team Members is approximately 3-5 hours per month:
e 2-yearprogram

e Monthly congregational team meetings and activities

e 4 large-group gatherings

(( ) WISCONSIN COUNCIL
S o courace Collaboration Project UPPERHOUSE
A UNIVERSITY of DUBUQUE Think? [Be] Do!

HEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Funding from Lilly Endowment, Inc.



ARBOR COVENANT CHURCH
FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
January 1, 2021 - March 31, 2021

Actual Net Income
Offerings & Creek P (Loss)
Reimbursements Year-to-

Received Date Year-to-Date

Year-to-Date

General Offerings
and CD Interest S 7,364.04
Creek Day School

Reimbursement S 6,378.00

$
TOTAL S 13,742.04 23,552.81 S 9,810.77
***PPP Loan*** $ 14,542.50 $ 4,731.73

Special Funds (Non-
Budgeted) Received

YTD TOTAL
Deacon $ 30.00
Good

Neighbors Pantry S 1,384.89

Levin Camp

Memorial

Women's
Ministries

World Relief

Youth Mission
Other (bank
interest and FFBWW) S 925.52

Collecting Old & Usable Devices

If you have any phones, tablets, or laptops that are not being used, please consider passing it on to the
Nehemiah Center for Urban Development for men coming out of incarceration. | have been working with
the organization to set up internet services and gather devices for residents in Nehemiah’s re-entry
program. The re-entry program provides safe and sober housing, as well as mentorships for men
transitioning after serving their sentences. Devices would help residents seeking employment, furthering
education, and communicating with mentor groups.

Devices need to be in good working condition and WiFi capable. We would also appreciate the charger
that goes with the device. It is best if you can perform a factory reset and clear data yourself, but | may be
able to help as needed. Please let me know if you have any questions, or want to learn more about
Nehemiah’s work in Madison. Get in touch if you have any devices, and we can work out collections
details! -Rachel Woofter (Rachel.woofter @gmail.com)

Good Neighbors Personal Essentials Pantry
Item of the Month
Kleenex (square or rectangular)
Please bring donations to church during Pantry hours.

Thank you
May Birthdays May Anniversaries
May 24 Janis Hanson May 22 John and Sue Pecotte

May 25 John Pecotte May 25 Ken and Elrene Lund




WHY WAIT? (from thehoot&howl.com) submitted by Jan Gietzel

If God makes us wait, there must be a reason. So what is it?

1) PREPARING FOR WHAT'’S COMING

Sometimes the thing hasn’t come yet, because you’re not ready. We can use our seasons of
waiting to prepare as best as we can for what’s coming.

2) EXPERIENCING A PERIOD OF GROWTH

Growing is a part of preparing. But instead of just preparing the things around you, this 1s
about preparing yourself. Learn and grow as much as you can, so you’re ready for when the
promise comes.

3) WAITING FOR THE RIGHT TIME

This sounds a little vague...probably because it is. But God chooses the right time, not us, and
He has His own criteria for that. So, whatever you’re waiting for, you can trust God that the
right time hasn’t come yet.

(If the right time hasn’t come, that doesn’t mean you haven’t grown enough or you’re not
prepared yet. Only God knows the reasons for the right time. Don’t blame yourself for a
delayed fulfillment, just use the time you have to prepare and grow.)

4) KEEPING OUR FOCUS ON THE PROMISE

We need to wait expectantly. We should never focus on God’s promises over God himself, but
as long as our main focus is the right place, it’s okay to be working towards that promise.
When we have the end goal in mind, we know what we’re working towards and preparing for.
We remember the great things God has said and already done. And we recognize the promise
when it 1s fulfilled!

5) GOD IS WITH US IN THE WAITING

I think a little bit of the reason God makes us wait, is so that He can wait with us. He is
helping us prepare and grow. He is speaking encouragement to us. And He is just as excited
(probably more so) when His words are finally fulfilled! When we draw close to God in the
seasons of waiting, it doesn’t matter how long we have to wait. If we grow in our relationship
with God, the wait is worth it.

Waiting is hard, no matter who you are, and what you’re waiting for. We don’t like feeling
stuck in seasons of waiting. But waiting doesn’t have to be just empty space of nothing until
something happens. God uses seasons of waiting to prepare us for what’s coming, to draw us
closer to Him, and to make sure His promises are fulfilled at the proper time.



Norman Harrison Obituary

Norman and Grace Harrison worshiped at Arbor for many years before retiring
to Fence WI.

(The following obituary was found online)

With heavy hearts, we announce the death of Norman A. Harrison of Fence, Wisconsin, born in Omro,
Wisconsin, who passed away on April 14, 2021 at the age of 97. Family and friends are welcome to leave
their condolences on this memorial page and share them with the family.

He was born Jan. 29, 1924, in Omro, Wis, son of the late Clarence and Ida (Ternes) Harrison. Norman
attended grade school in Fence and graduated from Goodman High School in 1942. He married Grace
Hansen on Sept. 10, 1949, at Bethlehem Covenant Church in Stephenson.

Norman worked as a dairy farmer until 1965, attended Michigan Tech in Houghton majoring in civil
engineering from 1965 until 1966, moved the family to Oregon where he began to work at Bridwell
Engineering Company of Madison as a land surveyor in 1966, and he earned his State of Wisconsin Land
Surveyors License in 1977.

It was in that occupation that he spent most of his career until he retired from surveying in 2012. He was
a member of the Fence Bible Church and was a local historian, working with the Florence Historical
Society to compile and validate historical facts in Fence and the surrounding area. Above all, Norman
loved his wife of 71 years, Grace, and their seven sons, daughters-in-law, and numerous grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

He enjoyed the simple things of this life, good food and family gatherings. He was always available to
help us in our projects, passing on skills that I’'m sure were passed on to him by his father: building,
farming, making maple syrup, working in general, and not just working but working with a smile. He will
be sadly missed by family and friends.

He was predeceased by his parents, Clarence Harrison and Ida Harrison (Ternes); and his siblings, Robert
Harrison and Flora Hack. He is survived by his wife Grace Hansen; his sons, Randy (Marge) of Fence,
Terry of Kingsford, Sam of Pardeeville, WI, Tom (Lori) of Fence, James (Janet) of Fence, Scott of Iron
Mountain and Todd of Fence; his sister Irene Radtke; and his sister-in-law Gladys Harrison. He is also
survived by 19 grandchildren, 30 great-grandchildren and 4 great-great-grandchildren.

Visitation will be held on Saturday, May 1st 2021 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM at the Fence Bible Church
(583 Memory Ln, Fence, WI 54120). A funeral service will be held on Saturday, May 1st 2021 at 12:00
PM at the same location.
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