
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   While Pastor Peter Morris is on a much-needed sabbatical, several ministers and lay church members will be 
taking the role of preacher for the next three Sundays.  Last Sunday, Rev. Judy Peterson, a former pastor here at 
Arbor, preached.  Judy joined us after the church service for a chat regarding what God is calling her to do next.  
She also shared a bit of why she voluntarily resigned her credentials as a minister in the Evangelical Covenant 
Church. 
   The following information was taken from the most recent letter from Pastor Judy, an Open Letter to the 
Evangelical Church.  “I want to make clear again that I am not seeking to change the church’s discerned position.  I 
am however imploring us to remain true to our Covenant heritage and to find a way to stay together because I 
believe that being better together is a vision too beautiful to simply walk away from without a fight.  I want us to 
become a church that stays together and does not demonize the other even though different congregations and 
pastors may hold varying convictions.  I want us to all be one, as it is written, “this is how the world will know that 
Jesus really is the God’s son”.  (John 17:20-23)  
   I simply do not believe that this will be possible unless we decide to do it, to change course from some of the 
behavior that we have devolved into both in our culture and in our church.  And while I do not know all of the 
pressures that we will encounter, I do know the hate mail and threats that I receive and so I am aware of it and I 
know this commitment to stay together will not come without a cost.  This unique Covenant path is only possible if 
we rise above all of the fear, all of the silencing, all the bullying and all of the demonizing and together model what 
it looks like to actually live “In Christ” with one another.   
   Which brings us to the Lenten Season.  God did not design fasting as a tool for penance, “beating yourself up” or 
developing will power.  Is it such a fast that I have chosen a day for a man to afflict his soul?  Is it to bow down his 
head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him?  Will you call this a fast and an acceptable day to 
the Lord?  Is this not the fast that I have chosen to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and 
to let the oppressed go free, and that you break every yoke? Is it not to deal your bread to the hungry, and that 
you bring the poor that are cast out to your house?  When you see the naked, that you cover him; and that you 
hide not yourself from your own flesh? (Isaiah 58:5-7) God’s people humble themselves through fasting in order to 
draw close to Him – so that they can learn to think and act like Him- so that they can live His way of life in all 
things.  Notice what the prophet Jeremiah wrote:  

Thus says the Lord, 
“Let not the wise boast in their wisdom, 

or the strong boast of their strength 
or the rich boast of their riches 

but let the one who boasts boast about this: 
that they have the understanding to know me 

that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, 
justice and righteousness on earth. 

for in these things I delight,  
says the Lord” (Jeremiah 9:23-24) 

 
         Submitted by Joyce Boggess 
        Chairperson of the Leadership Team 
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Pastor Morris is on a sabbatical leave from February 17-March 24.  Please pray that this time 
away will give Pastor Peter new energy and direction.   
 
During these weeks, the pulpit will be filled by visiting ministers and our lay people.  The 
schedule is as follows: 
 
March 3 Rev. Peter Sjoblom 
  Director of Congregational Vitality at Central Conference of the Covenant Church. 
March 10 Rev. Kari Lindholm Johnson  
  Covenant Minister, Chaplain at Swedish Covenant Hospital, artist 
March 17 Ken Lund 
  Member of Arbor Covenant Church, spiritual director Covenant Church 
 
Members of the Leadership Team can give guidance if you have questions during Pastor Peter’s 
absence.   
 

 
 

Lenten Series 
 

All are invited to join the Thursday night small group for Lent focused meetings.  We begin our 
Lenten studies on Thursday, March 21 and will also meet March 28 (see the April newsletter for 
next month dates).  All meetings are from 7-9 pm and we will meet at the Meyer Home - 1141 
Elizabeth St. We plan to meet until Maundy Thursday. 
 

We will be doing studies from the Biola CCCA (Center for Christianity, Culture and the Arts) 
Lent daily devotionals that use scripture, art, poetry, music and written reflection.  You can sign 
up with email to receive the daily devotionals or go to their website to read it daily. Each week 
the group will participate in worship and study from the devotionals that week. 

Contact Dan or Debby Meyer if you are interested in attending 
(dan.r.meyer1@gmail.com or debby.meyer@gmail.com). 



 
Book Review Night 

Covenant Women will hold their Annual Book Review 
Night April 29.  Time and place to be decided.  In keeping 
with tradition, Kris Brown will also prepare a list of all 
recommended books (whether included in the 
discussion or not).  All genres are welcome.  You may 
simply submit a title and author – or you may write about the book.   Several past examples are 
on the church website under “past and present announcements”.   If you would like to submit a 
book (or more) to include on the list, please send to Kris at kristinelbrown@yahoo.com.   
Kris would really like to have these materials as soon as possible.   
 

Notes from February Leadership Team Meeting: 
 
Much of our meeting time was spent going over the details of Peter's sabbatical leave: coverage 
of pastoral duties, Lenten activities, and brainstorming ways for the Leadership Team to spend 
time discerning future opportunities and visions for Arbor. We also discussed administrative 
details, in how church records and paperwork is kept, and plans for children's ministry after the 
Woofter baby arrives and Rachel is on leave. 

 



 
 

Early bird discounts for registration end on March 15. Check out the 
bulletin board in the narthex, or the camp websites to see full 
schedules, availability, and price. Arbor Covenant would LOVE to 
help any kids get to camp this summer--cost should never be a 
reason for children (or families) to miss out on camp! Be sure to ask 
Jordan, Aubrey, and Jackson about their time at Covenant Harbor 
Day Camp last summer!  
 

 

 
 
-Pray for the children of Arbor--that we would continue to have great attendance on Sunday mornings & Friday 
evenings, and that relationships would continue to grow.  
-Pray for the volunteers who teach Children's Church on Sunday mornings. 
-Pray for staff at Covenant Harbor & Covenant Point, as they hire summer staff and start to plan summer 
programming. 
 
 



 
The March Friday Fun Night was cancelled because of unexpected family death in 
Miss Joyce’s family and an expected birth in Rachel’s family.  Thanks to all who 
have help to support this important ministry. 

 
 
 
The poster for the April Friday Fun Night is posted below.   
Put it on your calendar! Invite a friend!! Bring a grandchild!! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arbor Covenant Church
2509 McDivitt Rd

Madison, WI 53713
(608) 271-1955

Questions?
Rachel Woofter
Children's Ministry Leader
rachel.woofter@gmail.com
(414) 416-8210

Enjoy a Friday 

evening while your 

kids explore their 

Christian faith
 in a 

safe environment!

JOIN US!
April 5

5:30-7:00 pm

For kids ages 4-11

APRIL

Jesus shares abundant life with 
his disciples, and asks us to bring 

others into that abundance!

Dinner provided!

Come for a Bible story, 

songs, craft, and games!



Parish Notes 
 

       Welcome Grace!! 
 
Grace Miriam Woofter was born at 10:42 
PM on February 28.  She weighed 6 lbs. 
12 oz. and was 19.75 inches long.  Grace 
is very fortunate in that she will have 
Mike and Rachel as her parents and 
William and James as big brothers.  
Congratulations to all!! 
 

 
 

Birthdays 
March 1  Ken Lund 
March 7  Lindsey Lund 
March 18  Randy Kessenich 
March 25  Deb Levin 
 

Item of the Month 
Personal Essentials Pantry 

The Item of the Month for March is body lotion (8-12 oz.).  Please leave your donations in the 
box in the front hallway.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 

Volunteer Ministries 
 

 

Host Nursery Children’s 
Church 

Reader Projector 

March 3 Elrene and Ken  
Lund 

Ulrika 
Swanson 

Ruth  
Hallblade 

Jan  
Gietzel 

Michelle 
Stachowiak 

March 10 Amanda and Matthew 
Fledderjohann 

Amanda 
Pecotte 

Joyce 
Boggess 

Elrene 
Lund 

Chuck 
Gietzel 

March 17 Deb Levin and  
Ruth Hallblade 

Amanda 
Pecotte 

Elrene 
Lund 

Jan  
Gietzel 

Sue  
Pecotte 

March 24 Tamsin Ford and Peter 
Morris 

Ulrika 
Swanson 

Mark 
Hanson 

Michelle 
Stachowiak 

Mark 
Hanson 

March 31 Debby and Dan Meyer Tamsin  
Ford 

Joyce  
Boggess 

Ann-Britt 
Keillor 
 

Debby 
Meyer 

 
 



March 2019 Calendar 
 

     1 
10:00 AM-12:00 noon 
Personal Essentials 
Pantry 

2 

3 
9:15 AM Adult Study 
Group 
10:00 AM Call to 
Worship 
(Rev. Peter Sjoblom) 
Communion 
Deacon Fund Offering  

4 5 6 

Ash 
Wednesday 

7 
 

8 
10:00 AM-12:00 noon 
Personal Essentials 
Pantry 
 

9 

10  
1st Sunday of Lent 
9:15 AM Adult Study 
Group 
10:00 AM Call to 
Worship 
(Rev. Kari Lindholm 
Johnson) 
 

11 12 
6:45 PM 
Leadership 
Team 

13 
 

14 15 
10:00 AM-12:00 noon 
Personal Essentials 
Pantry 
 

16 

17 
2nd Sunday of Lent 
9:15 AM Adult Study 
Group 
10:00 AM Call to 
Worship 
(Ken Lund) 
 

18 19 20 
 

21 
 
5:30 PM – 7:00 PM 
Personal Essentials 
Pantry 
7:00 PM -9:00 PM 
Lenten Series 

22 
10:00 AM-12:00 noon 
Personal Essentials 
Pantry 
 

23 

24 
3rd Sunday of Lent 
9:15 AM Adult Study 
Group 
10:00 AM Call to 
Worship 
 

25 26 27 
 

28 
7:00 PM -9:00 PM 
Lenten Series 

29 
4:30 AM – 7:30 AM  
Homeless Shelter 
@Grace Episcopal 
 
10:00 AM-12:00 noon 
Personal Essentials 
Pantry 

30 

31 
4th Sunday of Lent 
9:15 AM Adult Study 
Group 
10:00 AM Call to 
Worship 
 

      

       Shelter Volunteers: Mark Hanson and Roger Springman 
 


