
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Innovation for Discussion 
 
 Earlier in the summer we had a congregational meeting at Arbor that generated some enlightening information about our 
ministry and life together.  Some of the highlighted themes included the church’s relational character, our capacity to work together to 
respond to challenges, and the authenticity with which we can share our experiences and our opinions with one another.   
 The leadership team wants to build off this conversation by encouraging members and friends of Arbor to discuss these 
themes and other aspects of our community with one another.  We are hopeful that we can gain deeper insight that will help us discern 
the pathways God is leading us towards. 
 Towards that end, we are requesting that you find time to share some conversation, maybe over a meal or a cup of coffee with 
another member or two from the Arbor community, where you can talk about some of these questions.    
 
• What are ways that you have experienced God at Arbor?   
• How have you seen God at work in our community?   
• What are some worship practices, service opportunities, fellowship times that you have found life-giving and joy-inspiring?   
• What are Arbor related activities that have resulted in you feeling depleted of energy or joy?  
• What are ways that Arbor has helped you discern a deeper sense of who God is calling you to be?   
• How can we ensure that we can deepen our relationships with one another as we plan future ministry?   
• How can we make sure to achieve and maintain a balance between caring for each other and reaching out into our neighborhood and 

the world? 
• How can we best stay open to new possibilities God may be creating while appreciating and learning from our history together?     
• What are some ways that we can invite people into our community, encouraging them to pursue a relationship with God?   
 
Your conversations don’t need to be limited to these questions, they are meant simply to be a jumping off point.  We do request 
however that you give special attention to the last question and the discussions points that you come up as you consider how Arbor 
might become a more invitational community.    
 
We would love to hear what you uncover during these conversations.  The stories and ideas you share with us and the rest of the 
church will be part of a process we’re developing to evaluate current programs and practices as well as look for avenues to pursue new 
things that God may be calling us towards.   

Pastor Peter Morris 
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Summer Happenings 

August All-Church Picnic and Pontoon Ride 

We have had a change of plans.  Rather than have our last picnic on August 9 and the pontoon ride on August 10, we are 
going to combine the two.  Both will take place on Friday evening August 10 at Marshall Park (Middleton Shore of Lake 
Mendota off Allen Boulevard). 

 
We'll gather for picnic and swimming at 5:00 or whenever people can get there.  There is a good beach for kids to 
play on and for swimming. We will grill dinner (like at the other picnics) and people can bring an item to share.  
 

The Pontoon Boat ride will be at 6 pm for one hour.  I'm reserving one boat but can add a second as needed. 
There is a voluntary donation of $10.00. Children under 16 are free. 

Questions?  Contact Mark Hanson at hanson1915@gmail.com or Rachel Woofter at 
Rachel.woofter@gmail.com 

Canoe Trip 

The canoe trip is moved to Labor Day weekend September 1 and 2. That's the Saturday and Sunday. People should see Mark Hanson 
if they plan to go. We may be able to arrange a one day option for those that want to only go on Saturday 
 

July Happenings 

Covenant Harbor Sunday Service 

The Central Conference of our denomination owns two Bible Camps – Covenant Point in Iron River Michigan and Covenant Harbor 
in Lake Geneva.  Our church has traditionally had a relationship with Covenant Point.  But for the last two summers, we have taken 
advantage of the short drive to Lake Geneva where we have joined the Sunday worship service and then enjoyed lunch on the shores 
of the lake.   

On July 22, a small group of Arbor friends drove to Lake Geneva to hear Rev. Dr. Keith Hamilton, president of the Alaska Christian 
College, speak. Alaska Christian College, which is part of the Evangelical Covenant Church, began in 1999 with a mission aimed at 
bringing Christian education to Native Alaskans. The service included lively music.  Because the weather was a bit drippy, we ate 
lunch in the dining hall before heading back to Madison.  Of course, the journey is always important and the group enjoyed the car 
ride sharing each other’s company. 

Concerts on the Square 

On July 18, we gathered on the Square to enjoy food and fellowship while the Madison Symphony Orchestra played selections from 
Queen and Journey.  It was a beautiful evening.  The music was wonderful and those who attended enjoyed conversation and being 
together.  We are certainly blessed to live in such a beautiful area and have these opportunities available for all to enjoy.    
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July All Church Picnic 
As you may remember, we have planned three all-church picnics this summer.  The July picnic was also lots of fun.  Rachel took a 
few pictures to remind us of the day. See the article above about our August picnic.   
 

 
 

Notes from the July Leadership Team Meeting: 
 
As we have been doing every month, we spent time reflecting on where we have seen God at work in our own lives, as well as the 
communities we are involved in.  
We reflected together on the Covenant Annual Meeting in June and talked about ways we could continue to engage with each other in 
difficult conversations.  
We elected officers for the next year: Chair & Vice Chair will be determined at the August meeting. Rachel is continuing as secretary, 
Ulrika will join Jan in learning the role of treasurer. 
We created a two-part plan to continue congregational conversations about our mission priorities and passions, to be reviewed & 
implemented in August. The goal is to learn where congregational interests lie and dream together about what Arbor could be. 
Updates on communication improvements were shared, as well as recruitment for the music position. 
 

Have You Ever Thought of Joining the Leadership Team? 

Since electing leadership team members at our June congregational meeting, we have had a team member resign.  The resignation 
occurred with one year remaining on a three-year term.  The Leadership Team is wondering if there is a member of the congregation, 
willing to consider filling this term.  If so, we’d invite them to indicate that interest to Pastor Peter or someone else from the leadership 
team.  We’d be eager to answer any questions that you might have.   
 
One more thing:  We’d be remiss if we didn’t thank Sue Springman for the service she provided while she served on the Leadership 
Team these last two years.  We are grateful for her and for the ways she has contributed and continues to contribute to life and 
ministry at Arbor.  Thank you, Sue! 
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Parish News 

Financial Report - January- May 2018 (Please note: Information on June and July will be available next month) 

 Offerings & Creek  
Reimbursements 
YTD 

Budgeted Offerings & 
Creek Reimbursements  
YTD 

Actual 
Expenses  
YTD 

Budgeted  
Expenses  
YTD 

General Offerings $33,321.00 $43,750.00   

Creek Day School 
Reimbursements 

$10,350.00 $10,250.00   

TOTAL $43,581.00 $54,000 $43,110.00 $56,155.00 
* Includes expenses budgeted 
for Music Development Position 

    

     
     
Special Funds (Non-budgeted)  
Received YTD 

    

Deacon $266.00    
Good Neighbors Pantry $5815.00 Total includes donations from 

Arbor, Other Churches, 
Businesses and Individuals 

  

Levin Camp $415.00    
Memorial $275.00    
Women’s Ministries $60.00    
World Relief     
Youth Mission Trip     
Other     

 Birthdays        Anniversaries 

August 2  Tom Collins     August 2 Dan and Debby Meyer 

August 8  Sue Engstrom     August 8 William and Carin Goettler 

August 8  Dan Kessenich     August 26 Tom and Lynda Collins 

August 9  Susan Corrado 

August 13  Ruth Hallblade 

August 22  Ulrika Swanson 

August 29  Roger Springman 

Volunteer Ministries 

 

Host Nursery Children’s 
Church 

Reader Projector 

August 5 
 

Elrene and Ken 
Lund  

Amanda  
Pecotte 

Matthew 
Fledderjohann 

Mark 
Hanson 

Michelle 
Stachowiak 

August 12 
 

Rachel and Mike 
Woofter 

Joyce 
Boggess 

Ruth 
Hallblade 

Ann-Britt 
Keillor 

Debby 
Meyer 

August 19 
 

Kris and Phil 
Brown 

Amanda 
Pecotte 

Rachel 
Woofter 

Kris 
Brown 

Chuck 
Gietzel 

August 26 
 

Jan and Chuck 
Gietzel 

Deb  
Levin 

Mark 
Hanson 

Joyce 
Boggess 

Mark 
Hanson 

September 2 Janis and Mark 
Hanson 

Ulrika 
Hanson 

Ruth 
Hallblade 

Elrene 
Lund 

Sue  
Pecotte 

Good Neighbor Personal Essentials Pantry 

Item of the Month 

Diapers- All sizes (especially larger) 

Pull Ups – All sizes 

) 
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August Calendar 

 

  1 2 3 
10:00 AM-noon 
Personal 
Essentials 
Pantry 

4 
Covenant Point 
Triathlon 
 

5 
10:00 AM Call to 
Worship 
Communion 
Deacon Fund 
Offering 
Covenant Point 
Triathlon 

6 7 8 9 
 

10 
10:00 AM-noon 
Personal 
Essentials 
Pantry 
5:00 PM Picnic in 
Marshall Park 
6:00 PM Pontoon 
Ride 

11 

12 
10:00 AM Call to 
Worship 

13 14 
6:45 PM 
Leadership Team 

15 16 
5:30 PM-7:30 PM 
Personal 
Essentials Pantry 

17 
10:00 AM-noon 
Personal 
Essentials 
Pantry 

18 

19 
10:00 AM Call to 
Worship 

20 21 22 23 24 
4:30 AM-7:30 
AM Homeless 
Shelter @ Grace 
Episcopal* 
10:00 AM-noon 
Personal 
Essentials 
Pantry 

25 

26 
10:00 AM Call to 
Worship 

27 28 29 30 31 
10:00 AM-noon 
Personal 
Essentials 
Pantry 

1 
 
Canoe Trip 
 

         *Shelter Volunteers: Peter Morris and Dan Meyer 


