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Debby	Meyer	
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A	Generous	Orthodoxy-	
Brian	McLauren	
It	has	become	my	favorite	
Christian	book	after	Mere	
Christianity	(CS	Lewis)	and	best	
non-fiction	read	of	the	year.		
	
The	Nest		
Cynthia	D’Aprix	Sweeney	
	
How	siblings	come	together	over	
lost	expected	inheritance	and	find	
relationship	instead.		Money	really	
does	not	buy	happiness	
	
The	Island	of	the	World	
Michael	O’Brien	
	
My	favorite	fiction	book	of	the	
year!		We	follow	Josip	as	Croatia	
falls	during	WWII,	faces	prison,	
escapes,	makes	a	new	life,	and	
comes	full	circle.		Great	read	for	
those	who	love	books	with	history,	
redemption	and	grace.		Powerful	
book!	
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The	Trouble	with	Goats	and	Sheep	
Joanne	Cannon	
Story	of	youth,	neighborhoods,	
mistakes,	mystery	and	grace.	
	
Commonwealth	
Anne	Patchett	
	
Story	of	broken	families,	siblings	
who	learn	to	get	along	when	their	
parents	can’t	and	growing	up.	
	
Miss	Jane	
Brad	Watson	
	
Young	girl	in	early	1900’s	that	is	
born	with	a	defect	and	against	all	
predictions	learns	to	live	a	full	life	
in	spite	of	this.		Semi-biographical	
of	the	author’s	aunt.	
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Voracious:		A	Hungry	Reader	
Cooks	her	way	through	Great	
Books	
Cara	Nicoletti	
	
Non-fiction	book	from	a	young	
woman	who	is	a	professional	cook-
butcher	but	also	a	voracious	
reader.		She	reviews	her	favorite	
great	books	of	literature	and	
inserts	a	recipe	that	the	book	
inspires.		Fun	and	easy	read	
especially	for	bibliophiles	and	
cooks!	
	
The	Chilbury	Ladies	Choir	
Jennifer	Ryan	
	
The	ladies	form	an	all	women’s	
choir	when	the	men	from	this	SE	
England	coastal	town	head	off	to	
WWII.		Family	intrigue,	war	
intrigue,	babies	(who’s	is	it?)	and	
love.		Lovely	read.			
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																							Ruth	Hallblade		 	 	 	 	 Peter	Morris	
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Kindred		
Octavia	Butler	
(Science	Fiction)		
	
Dana,	a	woman	from	
the	20th	Century,	is	
repeatedly	brought	
back	in	time	by	her	slave-owning	
ancestor	when	his	life	is	
endangered.		Each	time	her	stay	
becomes	longer	and	she	becomes	
entangled	in	the	plantation.			
	
The	Secret	Wife	
Gill	Paul	

The	story	of	the	
fate	of	the	Russian	
royal	family	in	the	
early	20th	century.	
Great	historical	
fiction)	
	

	
Red	Mountain		
Boo	Walker	
Story	of	four	
complicated	people	
living	in	eastern	
Washington.		Told	
from	multiple	
perspectives	and	rich	language.	
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Finding	Rebecca	
Eoin	Depsey	
	
Rebecca	and	
Christopher	met	as	6	
year	olds.		Rebecca	is	
taken	to	Auschwitz.		
Christopher	works	there.	
(Historical	Romance)		
	

The	Pearl	that	
Broke	the	Shell	
Nadia	Hashim	
	
Two	young	Afghan	
women,	separated	
by	a	century,	who	

disguise	themselves	as	man	to	
survive.	Deals	with	gender	
equalities	between	males	and	
females	and	violence	against	
women	in	two	time	periods.			
	
The	Trouble	with	
Goats	and	Sheep	
Joanne	Cannon	
	
Story	of	youth,	
neighborhoods,	
mistakes,	mystery	
and	grace.	

3

The	Woman	Next	Door	
Yewande	Omotoso	

	
The	story	takes	
place	in	
predominantly	
present	day	South	
Africa	but	moves	
back	and	forth	in	

place	and	time	as	the	main	
character’s	stories	are	revealed.		
Marion	and	Hortensia	do	not	like	
each	other	but	in	the	end	this	is	
about	friendship.			
	
A	Man	of	Good	
Hope	
Jonny	Steinberg	
	
In	1991,	eight	
year	old	Asad	is	
forced	to	leave	
Mogadishu,	the	
capital	of	Somalia	when	civil	war	
comes.		This	is	a	story	of	a	person	
shorn	of	the	things	we	have	come	
to	believe	make	us	human	–	
possessions,	family.	

	
The	Toughest	Peace	
Corps	Job:	Letters	
from	Somalia	
Jim	Douglas	(1969)	
											
Jim	Douglas	is	the	

father	of	one	of	my	best	friends	
growing	up.		In	more	recent	years	
we	had	talked	about	our	
experiences	in	Africa.		I’m	grateful	
this	book	lets	me	hear	some	of	
them.			

Lindsey	Lund	
																						Americanah	by	Chimamanda	Ngozi	Adichie	(2013)		
	
																					Ifemelu	and	Obinze	are	young	and	in	love	when	they	depart	military-				
																				ruled	Nigeria	for	the	West.		Ifelmu	heads	for	America	where	despite	her		
																				academic	success,	she	is	forced	to	grapple	with	what	it	means	to	be	black.				
																				Obinza	ends	up	in	a	dangerous	undocumented	part	of	London.		Fifteen		
																				years	later	they	reunite	in	Nigeria.	
	
I’ll	Give	you	the	Sun	by	Jandy	Nelson	(2014).	
	
YA	novel,	which	is	not	always	my	favorite,	but	I	liked	this	one	a	lot.			
Fraternal	twins	and	burgeoning	artists	are	inseparable	until	puberty	hits	and	they	
find	themselves	competing	for	boys,	a	spot	in	an	exclusive	art	school	and	their	
parents’	affections.	Told	in	alternating	perspectives	and	timelines,	the	novel	
explores	how	it’s	the	people	closest	to	us	who	have	the	power	to	both	rend	us	
utterly	and	knit	us	together.		
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Matthew	 	 	 	 Elrene	Lund	 	 	 Jen	Stehley	
Fledderjohann	

1

	
I’m	afraid	that	my	2016	reading	was	
particularly	academic	but	I	do	have	
two	texts	in	mind	that	I	think	others	
would	enjoy.		Of	course,	they	both	
have	to	do	with	my	dissertation	topic.	
	
The	Last	Myth	
Matthew	Barrett	Gross	and	Mel	Gilles	
	
This	is	a	highly	
readably	survey	of	
apocalyptic	belief	
starting	from	
ancient	history	and	
carrying	into	the	
present.		Gross	and	
Gilles	develop	an	
argument	that	current	apocalyptic	
fascination	stems	from	the	
unsustainability	of	capitalistic	
consumption.		These	ideas	are	
relevant,	accessible	and	important.	
	

Digital	Jesus	
Rob	Howard	
	
Howard	(	a	
Communication	Arts	
professor	at	U-W	
Madison)	hung	out	in	
online	communities	
built	around	

apocalyptic	belief	then	tracked	down	
some	of	the	primary	contributors	and	
organizers	and	interviewed	them.		
This	is	an	academic	monograph	that	
isn’t	afraid	of	bringing	in	rhetorical	
theory,	but	ultimately	this	book	
provides	a	very	sympathetic,	outside	
perspective	on	Evangelical	
Christendom’s	interest	in	the	end	of	
the	world.	
I	can	think	of	two	I	have	really	liked	
this	year.		
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As	Nature	Made	Him	
John	Colapinto		
About	identical	twin	
boys,	one	raised	as	
a	girl	after	a	tragic	
circumcision	
accident.	
	
Evicted		
Matthew	Desmond	
(listed	under	favorites)	
	
Meet	Me	Halfway:	Milwaukee	
Stories	

Jennifer	
Morales	
	
Set	in	one	of	
the	nation’s	
most	highly	
segregated	
cities,	Meet	Me	

Halfway	tells	stories	of	
connections	in	a	community	with	
a	tumultuous	and	divided	past.		
	
The	last	two	make	a	great	
pairing	to	read	together	

_____________________________	
(	more	from	Jen)	
The	Things	They	Carried	
Tim	O’Brien	

	
A	classic	novel	
that	is	a	
groundbreaking	
meditation	on	
war,	memory,	
imagination,	and	
the	redemptive	

power	of	storytelling	
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Everyone	Brave	is	
Forgiven	
Chris	Cleave	
An	unforgettable	
novel	about	three	
lives	entangled	
during	WWII,	told	
with	“dazzling	
prose,	sharp	

English	wit,	and	compassion…”	
	
Hillbilly	Elegy:	A	Memoir	of	a	Family	
and	Culture	in	Crisis	
J.D.	Vance	
A	deeply	moving	
memoir,	with	its	
share	of	humor	and	
vividly	colorful	
figures.	This	is	the	
story	of	how	
upward	mobility	
really	feels.			
	
The	Shepherd’s	Life:	Modern	
Dispatches	from	an	Ancient	
Landscape	
James	Rebanks	

Weaves	together	the	
human	history	of	the	
farmers	with	factual	
history	of	the	farms,	
the	spiritual	pull	of	
the	land	with	the	
physical	demands	it	
makes,	the	cruelty	
and	beauty,	optimism	

and	pragmatism	of	the	most	beautiful	
corner	of	the	world.	
	
The	Undoing	Project:	
A	Friendship	that	Changed	our	Minds	
Michael	Lewis	
	
The	story	of	the	
workings	of	the	
human	mind	is	
explored	through	the	
personalities	of	two	
fascinating	
individuals	so	fundamentally	
different	from	each	other	that	they	
seem	unlikely	friends	or	
colleagues.			
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Jane	Smiley	

Some	Luck	
Early	Warning	

Golden	Ages	

This	trilogy	starts	in	
1920	in	Debby,	Iowa	and	
follows	the	Langton	
family	until	2010.		The	three	volumes	
include	100	chapters	and	
encompasses	100	years.			

The	Guest	Room	
Chris	Bohjalian	
	
One	of	my	favorite	
storytellers.		The	story	
begins	in	Russia	and	

continues	in	suburban	New	York	City.			
It	involves	young	girls,	gangsters	and	
a	bachelor	party	gone	horribly	wrong.		
It	is	hard	to	put	down.			

	
The	Underground	Railroad	
Colson	Whitehead	
	
The	story	of	Cora,	a	slave,	
as	she	embarks	on	a	

journey	to	freedom.		Here	the	
Underground	Railroad	is	actual	
railroad	fraught	with	dangers	for	a	
young	girl	escaping	certain	death.			
	
Small	Great	Things	
Jodi	Picoult	
	
I	normally	don’t	read	her	
books	but	this	was	very	
current	and	about	racism,	fear	and	
hope.		Based	on	the	true	story	of	a	
labor	and	delivery	nurse	who	was	
prohibited	from	caring	for	a	newborn	
because	the	father	requested	that	no	
African-American	nurses	tend	to	his	
baby.		In	the	fictional	version,	Ruth	
(the	nurse)	finds	herself	on	trial	for	
events	related	to	the	same	request	
made	by	a	white	supremacist	father.			
An	important	and	thought-provoking	
novel	about	power	and	prejudice.	
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The	October	Killings	
Wessel	Ebersohn	
	
Ebersohn	is	an	
established	African	
novelist	who	creates	
engaging	characters,	
gripping	plots	and	a	
story	involving	the	countries	violent	
past.			Abigail	Bakula	was	only	survivor	
when	her	father	and	other	blacks	were	
murdered	in	Lesotho	while	fighting	
apartheid.		She	is	now	a	lawyer	in	SA	
department	of	justice	and	her	help	is	
sought	in	clearing	a	man	who	helped	
her	escape.	
	

Augusta’s	Daughter:	Life	
in	Nineteenth	Century	
Sweden	
	
In	July	1948,	Carrie	goes	
with	her	great-
grandmother	to	Sweden	

so	they	can	visit	her	childhood	home	
and	learn	more	about	her	family.		
Although	a	novel	I	think	it	is	true	to	that	
era.		Sounds	la	bit	like	the	place	my	
Mormor	and	Morfar	grew	up.		Not	
idyllic.		It	also	interested	me	because	I	
came	her	in	November	1948.	
	
The	Whistler	
John	Grisham	
	
The	book	centers	on	an	
elaborate	conspiracy	
involving	an	Indian	
reservation,	an	organized	crime	
syndicate	and	a	crooked	judge	
skimming	a	small	fortune	from	the	
tribal	casino’s	monthly	haul.	
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The	Underground	Girls	of	
Kabul	
Jenny	Nordberg	
	
This	story	was	in	the	New	
York	Times	about	ten	years	
ago.		Then	the	author	tried	
to	find	a	study	of	families	who	had	one	
of	their	daughters	dress	and	act	as	
boys.		It	gives	them	a	chance	to	
accompany	mothers	and	sisters	as	they	
go	out.		Many	of	the	girls	eagerly	go	
back	to	being	girls;	others	do	not.		
Obviously	puberty	often	stops	this	but	
not	always.		An	interesting	chapter	on	
the	difference	between	sex	and	gender.	
	
Hidden	Figures	
Margaret	Lee	Shatterly	
	

After	I	saw	the	movie	
twice	I	decided	to	
read	the	book.		The	
movie	was	a	
condensation	of	the	
book.		It	was	an	
excellent	account	of	
the	three	women	in	
the	movie	plus	some	

others	of	a	period	of	twenty	years.		I	
was	impressed	by	the	desires	of	the	
families	to	educate	their	girls	and	then	
of	the	girls	as	they	sacrificed	family	life	
to	do	the	work	they	had	studied	to	do	
and	I	wondered	if	I	would	have	had	the	
courage	and	strength	to	pursue	a	career	
under	these	difficulties.			
	
Homegoing	
Yaa	Gyasi	
	
The	novel	starts	and	ends	
in	Africa	where	people	are	
captured	and	sent	here	as	
slaves	and	ends	with	the	
return	of	some	years	later.	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Ann	Britt	Keillor	
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The	Winter	Sea	
Susanne	Kearsley	
	
In	the	spring	of	
1708,	an	invading	
Jacobite	fleet	of	
French	and	Scottish	
soldiers	nearly	
succeeded	in	landing	the	exiled	
james	Stewart	in	Scotland	to	
reclaim	his	crown.	
Now	Carrie	McClelland	hopes	to	
turn	that	story	into	her	next	best-
selling	novel.		Setting	herself	in	
the	shadow	of	Slains	Castle,	she	
creates	a	heroine	named	for	one	
of	her	own	ancestors	and	starts	to	
write.	
But	when	she	discovers	the	novel	
is	more	fact	than	fiction.	Carrie	
wonders	if	she	may	be	dealing	
with	ancestral	memory,	making	
her	the	only	living	person	who	
knows	the	truth	–	the	ultimate	
betrayal-	that	happened	all	those	
years	ago,	and	the	knowledge	
comes	very	close	to	destroying	
her.			
This	is	a	fascinating	read	that	I	
could	hardly	put	down	even	
though	the	subject	matter	is	not	
usually	my	“	cup	of	tea”,	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

I	let	You	Go	
Clare	Mackintosh	
	
On	a	rainy	afternoon,	
a	mother’s	life	is	
shattered	as	her	son	
slips	from	her	grip	
and	runs	into	the	street.	
I	Let	You	Go	follows	Jenna	Gray	
as	she	moves	to	a	ramshackle	
cottage	on	the	remote	Welsh	
coast,	trying	to	escape	the	
memory	of	the	car	accident	that	
plays	again	and	again	in	her	mind	
and	desperate	to	heal	from	the	
loss	other	child	and	the	rest	of	her	
painful	past.			
	
At	the	same	time,	the	novel	
tracks	the	pair	of	Bristol	police	
investigators	trying	to	get	to	the	
bottom	of	this	hit	and	run.		As	
they	chase	down	one	hopeless	
lead	after	another,	they	find	
themselves	as	drawn	to	each	
other	as	they	are	to	the	
frustrating,	twist-filled	case	
before	them.	
	
Not	only	is	this	a	good	story	but	I	
felt	that	how	it	dealt	with	
recovering	self-esteem	was	
fascinating.		It	contains	some	
graphic	detail	of	abuse	but	from	
my	career	experience,	it	is	a	true	
representation	of	the	situations	in	
which	too	many	women	find	
themselves.			

Jan	Gietzel	

Hannah	Lund	
Attachments	
Rainbow	Rowell	

	
Beth	and	Jennifer	work	
in	a	newsroom	and	
trade	emails	about	
their	lives,	despite	the	
fact	that	they	know	
their	work	emails	are	

monitored.		Lincoln	is	in	charge	of	
monitoring.		Rather	than	turning	
them	in,	he	finds	them	entertaining.			
	
I’ll	Give	the	Sun	
Jandy	Nelson	
(See	Lindsey’s	books)	
	
Americanah	
Ngozi	Adichie	
(See	Lindsey’s	books)	
	
As	Nature	Made	Him	
John	Colapinto	
(See	Elrene’s	books)	
	
All	the	Bright	Places	
Jennifer	Niven	

This	is	a	story	of	a	
girl	saved	by	the	boy	
who	couldn’t	save	
himself.		It	is	a	book	
about	teenagers	
dealing	with	death	
and	finding	each	
other	in	the	midst	of	

their	pain.		Some	compare	to	Fault	
of	the	Stars.	

	
Deb	McGill	
	
Being	Mortal	
Atul	Gawande	
(under	past	favorites)	
	
Sometimes	hard	to	
read	but	wonderfully	written	and	
thoughtful.	
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Erika	Hanson	

The	Girl	with	Seven	
Names:	a	North	Korean	
Defector’s	Story	
Hyeonseo	Lee		
(	biography)	
This	book	is	divided	
into	parts	–	describing	

her	life	in	North	Korea,	then	her	life	in	
China	(a	decade),	escape	to	South	
Korea,	and	finally	the	orderal	of	
getting	her	mother	and	brother	out	of	
North	Korea.			
	
The	Rosie	Project	
Graeme	Simsion	
A	socially	challenged	
man	searches	for	the	
perfect	wife.		Funny,	
touching	and	hard	to	
put	down.			
	

Dark	Matter	
Blake	Crouch	
(Science	fiction)	
“Fantastically	
terrifying”	A	quantum	
physicist	is	abducted	
into	a	world	in	which	

his	theory	has	become	a	full	realized	
technology	for	inter-dimensional	
transfer.		
	
The	Way	of	Kings	(The	
Stormlight	Archive	#1)		
Brandon	Sanderson	
(Science	Fiction)	
(This	book	was	really	
really	long-	1006	
pages,	75	chapters)		
	
Sanderson	knows	how	to	tell	a	good	
story,	and	he’s	created	another	vivid	
and	fantastic	world	in	The	Way	of	
Kings	
	

New	Jim	Crow	
	
Being	Mortal	
	
Evicted	
	
A	Man	Called	Ove	
	
All	the	Light	We	Cannot	See	
	
Population	485	(Michael	Perry)	
	
Just	Mercy	
	
Everything	I	Never	Told	You	
	
My	Name	is	Lucy	Barton	
	
Close	your	Eyes,	Hold	Hands	
	
The	Poisonwood	Bible	
	
The	Boys	in	the	Boat	

	
Susan	Corrado	
	
Shadow	of	the	Wind	

Carlos	Luis	
Zafon	
	
I	read	this	book	as	
part	of	a	women’s	
book	club	with	
some	women	
from	a	nearby	

Covenant	Church.		They	liked	it;	I	did	
not.		But	it	was	interesting		
	

	Previous	Favorites	
Joyce	Boggess	

I	love	British	Mysteries	and	novels	
based	on	fact.			
	
The	House	at	
Riverton	
Kate	Morton	(2006)	
A	gorgeous	debut	
novel	set	in	England	
between	the	wars.		It	
is	the	story	of	an	
aristocratic	family,	a	house,	a	
mysterious	death,	and	a	way	of	list	
that	vanished	forever.	
	
And	Only	to	Deceive	
Tasha	Alexander	
	
Emily	is	“newly”	
widowed.			She	
discovers	that	her	
late	husband	was	a	
far	different	man	
from	the	one	she	married.			
	
I	also	read	the	Poisonwood	Bible	for	
the	first	time	this	year.		Excellent	
book.	
============================	
More	from	Susan	
I	now	am	reading	Miracle	Girl	(Andrew	
Roe)	I	haven’t	finished	yet	but	would	
recommend	it.		Here	is	the	dust	jacket	
quote	“incisive	and	insightful.		A	novel	
about	what	it	means	to	be	human;	to	be	
lost	or	broken,	a	little	or	a	lot,	and	to	
seek	connection	and	hope	and	maybe	
even	transcendence	in	the	world	around	
us.			
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Janis	Hanson	
Pilgrim’s	Wilderness:	The	True	Story	of	Faith	and	Madness	on	the	Alaska	Frontier	
Tom	Kizzia	

	
Into	the	Wild	meets	Helter	Kelter	in	this	riveting	true	story	of	a	
modern	day	homesteading	family	in	the	deepest	reaches	of	
the	Alaskan	wilderness	and	of	the	chilling	secrets	of	its	
maniacal	spellbinding	patriarch.			
When	Papa	Pilgrim	appeared	in	the	Alaska	frontier	outpost	of	
McCarthy	with	his	wife	and	fifteen	children	in	tow,	his	new	
neighbors	had	little	idea	of	the	trouble	to	come.			

	
The	Sharper	Your	Knife,	the	Less	you	Cry:	Love	Laughter	and	Tears	at	the	
World’s	Most	Famous	Cooking	School	
Kathleen	Flinn	
	
In	2003,	Kathleen	Flinn,	a	thirty-six	year	old	American	
living	and	working	in	London,	returned	from	vacation	to	
find	that	her	corporate	job	had	been	eliminated.		Ignoring	
her	mother’s	advice	to	get	another	job	immediately,	Flinn	
instead	cleared	her	savings	and	moved	to	Paris	to	pursue	
a	dream-	a	diploma	from	the	famed	Le	Cordon	Bleu.	Flinn	
interweaves	more	than	two	dozen	recipes	with	a	unique	
look	inside	Le	Cordon	Bleu	amid	battles	with	demanding	chefs,	competitive	
classmates,	and	her	“wretchedly	inadequate:	French.				
	

On	the	Run:	Fugitive	Life	in	an	American	City	
Alice	Goffman	
	
Goffman	spent	six	years	in	one	Philadelphia	neighborhood	
documenting	the	harrowing	stories	that	reveal	the	pernicious	
effects	of	pervasive	policing	in	the	war	on	crime.			
	
	

	
What	She	Knew	
Gilly	Macmillan	
	
McMillan	explores	a	mother’s	search	for	her	missing	son,	
weaving	a	taut	psychological	thriller	as	gripping	and	
skillful	as	The	Girl	on	the	Train	and	the	Guilty	One.	
As	desperately	pieces	together	the	threadbare	clues,	
Rachel	realizes	that	nothing	is	quite	as	she	imagined	it	to	
be,	not	even	her	own	judgment.		And	the	greatest	dangers	
may	lie	not	in	the	anonymous	strangers	of	every	parent’s	
nightmares,	but	behind	the	familiar	smiles	of	those	she	
trusts	most.			

Mark	Hanson	
Augusta’s	Daughter:	Life	in	
Nineteenth	Century	Sweden	
Judith	Martin	

	
Nineteenth	
century	Swedish	
peasant	life	was	
not	always	the	
dance	around	
the	midsummer	
pole.	Those	
same	peasants	

lived	daily	lives	in	the	shadow	of	
the	all-powerful	village	church,	
controlled	by	the	countless	rules,	
customs,	and	traditions	that	
governed	every	aspect	of	their	
existence,	leaving	no	room	for	
individual	deviations.		
Judi	Martin’s	novel	provides	a	
vivid	picture	of	rural	life	in	mid	
19th	century	Sweden.		Some	of	
my	family	came	from	this	life,	
and	in	the	case	of	my	great	
grandparents	on	my	mother’s	
mother’s	side	lived	a	life	perhaps	
not	so	different	in	the	wilds	of	
north	central	Minnesota	on	what	
came	a	dairy	farm.		
The	story	that	emerges	is	gritty	
with	some	beautiful	moments.		
Some	of	the	men	including	some	
clergy	come	off	very	badly	in	this	
story.		Aside	from	the	narrative	
what	is	so	remarkable	is	the	
depiction	of	what	life	was	like	in	
open	hearth,	uninsulated	homes	
relying	on	wood	for	heat	and	
cooking.		This	life	and	customs	
including	the	food,	home	
decoration,	and	tools	are	
immediately	recognizable	in	my	
life	160	years	later.		I’ve	even	had	
blood	pudding	–	the	real	thing.	
If	you	pick	up	this	book,	hang	on.		
	
(Ann-Britt	also	reviewed	this	
book)	
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Rachel	Woofter	
	
Unprocessed	
Megan	Kimble	
	
The	author	
devotes	one	
year	of	her	life	
to	eating	only	
unprocessed	
foods,	and	
writes	about	her	experience	in	the	
narrative	style	of	a	memoir.		
Along	the	Way,	she	shares	what	
she	learns	about	the	food	industry	
in	America,	and	asks	more	
questions	than	she	can	find	
answers	for.		It	was	very	easy	to	
read	and	prompted	a	lot	of	
reflections	in	my	own	kitchen	and	
food	lifestyle.	

	
Trigger	Warning	
Neil	Gaiman	
	
A	collection	of	
short	stories	
(mostly	science	
fiction	and/or	
fantasy).	I	liked	
some	more	than	

others,	but	the	eclectic	collection	
reminded	me	of	the	limitless	
variety	of	fiction	and	that	good	
literature	doesn’t	have	to	be	a	
many-chapter-novel.	
	
A	Man	Called	Ove		
Fredrick	Backman	
(in	Favorites)	
After	a	reading	
hiatus	brought	on	
by	the	busyness	of	
life,	this	book	
reminded	me	that	I	love	to	read.		
A	beautiful	story	of	people,	in	all	
our	quirks,	living	normal	life	and	
coming	around	each	other	in	
community.		

Amanda	Pecotte	

If	You	Only	Knew	
Kristan	Higgins	
	
Wedding-dress	designed	is	divorced	from	Owen	yet	his	
new	wife	remains	her	best	friend.		A	good	beach	read.	
	

The	Lunar	Chronicles	(Cinder,	Scarlet,	Cross,	Fairest,	
Winter)	
Marissa	Meyer	
	
It	is	amazing	hoe	the	author	incorporated	bits	and	parts	of	
the	original	classic	fairy	tales	into	this	dystopian	series.			
	
	

Harry	Potter	and	the	Cursed	Child	(Parts	I	and	2)	
J.K.	Rowling	
	
This	is	the	eighth	story	in	the	Harry	Potter	series	and	the	first	
to	be	presented	on	stage.		It	was	always	difficult	being	Harry	
Potter	and	it	isn’t		much	easier	now	that	he	is	an	overworked	
employee	of	the	Ministry	of	Magic,	a	husband	and	father	of	three	school-aged	
children.		
	

Z:	A	Novel	of	Zelda	Fitzgerald	
Theresa	Anne	Fowler	
	
This	is	biographical	fiction	about	Zelda,	wife	of	F.	Scott	
Fitzgerald.		Author	says	it	is	fiction,	but	my	research	was	
extensive	and	thorough.		Z	is	the	story	of	a	complex	and	
fascinating	woman	who	was	so	much	more	than	known.		She	
was	exceptional	in	so	many	ways,	but	she	was	also	human.	

	
On	the	Edge	of	the	Dark	Sea	of	Darkness	
(The	Wingfeather	Saga	Book	One)	
Andrew	Peterson	
	
A	world	of	wonder	and	a	tale	children	of	all	ages	will	
cherish.	A	whimsical	fantasy	novel	about	the	three	Iglby	
siblings	who	find	a	mysterious	map,	and	set	off	on	an	
adventure	to	discover	family	secrets	about	the	father	they	never	knew	and	
a	hidden	treasure	that	many	have	long	desired	to	find.			
	

Fantastic	Beasts	and	Where	to	Find	Them	
JK	Rowling	
	
Recommended	for	anyone	who	is	interested	in	reading	an	
informative	encyclopedia-like	book.		Introduces	all	the	
different	magical	beasts	and	gives	you	different	information	
about	them.			
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Kris	Brown	
(and	friends	Cheryl	and	Mary	Lee)	

	
Between	the	World	and	Me	
Ta-Nehisi	Coates	
	
Series	of	letters	written	to	son,	author	confronts	the	notion	of	race	in	America	and	how	it	has	shaped	American	
history.	Coates	is	direct	and,	as	usual,	uncommonly	insightful	and	original.		There	are	no	wasted	words	
	

So	Long,	See	You	Tomorrow	
William	Maxwell	
	
A	somewhat	autobiographical	novel,	set	in	the	author’s	hometown	of	Lincoln	Illinois,	and	recounts	a	murder	
that	occurred	in	1921.		A	truly	extraordinary	novel.	

	
Becoming	Nicole:	The	Transformation	of	an	American	Family	
Amy	Ellis	Nutt	
	
An	inspiring	true	story	of	a	transgender	girl,	her	identical	twin	brother,	and	an	ordinary	American	family’s	
extraordinary	journey	to	understand,	nurture	and	celebrate	the	uniqueness	in	us	all.	Author	spent	four	years	
researching	this	book.			
	

	
Homegoing		
Yaa	Gyase	
	
An	epic	novel	in	every	sense	of	the	word.		Stunning,	unforgettable	account	of	family,	history	and	racism.		Seven	
generations	and	300	years	in	Africa	and	America.	

	
Tale	of	Dueling	Neurosurgeons	
Sam	Kean	
	
Kean	explores	the	vagaries	and	inconsistencies	of	the	human	brain	via	diverting	stories	that	chronicle	medical	
sciences	fits	and	starts.		Compulsively	readable,	wicked	scientific	fun.			
	

	
Everybody’s	Fool	
Richard	Russo	
	
Russo	returns	to	North	Bath	and	the	characters	who	made	Nobody’s	Fool	so	beloved.	Filled	with	
humor,	heart,	hard	times	and	people	you	can’t	help	but	love.			
	

When	Breath	Becomes	Air		
Paul	Kalanthi	
	
A	powerful	look	at	a	stage	IV	lung	cancer	diagnosis	through	the	eyes	of	a	neurosurgeon.			When	
Kalanithi	is	given	his	diagnosis,	he	is	forced	to	see	this	disease	and	the	process	of	being	sick	as	a	
patient	rather	than	a	doctor.		The	result	of	his	experience	is	not	just	a	look	at	what	
living	is	and	how	it	works	from	a	scientific	perspective,	but	the	ins	and	outs	of	what	

makes	life	matter.			
	
The	Invisible	Bridge		
Julie	Orringer	
	
Even	if	this	weren’t	her	first	novel,	Orringer’s	book	would	be	a	marvelous	achievement.		Set	in	
1930’s	Budapest,	just	as	a	young	Hungarian	Jew,	Andras	Levi	departs	for	architecture	school	in	
Paris.		Historical	fiction,	a	true	love	story.			
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We	were	the	Lucky	Ones	
Georgia	Hunter	
	
This	book	is	about	a	family	of	Polish	Jews	who	were	separated	during	World	War	II	and	what	
becomes	of	them.		It	is	about	resilience,	the	strength	of	the	human	spirit,	family	and	love.			
	
	

The	Curious	Charms	of	Arthur	Pepper		
Phaedra	Patrick	
	
After	his	wife’s	death,	Arthur	Pepper	stopped	living	until	he	found	a	gold	charm	bracelet	he’s	
never	seen	before	tucked	inside	one	of	her	shoes.		While	unraveling	his	wife’s	past,	Arthur	realizes	
that	is	outward	journey	is	also	a	journey	within.	This	is	a	sweet	story	with	an	almost	magical	
denouement,	as	a	newly	whole	Arthur	emerges.		

	
The	Girl	with	no	Name	
Diney	Costloe	
	
Thirteen	year	old	Lisa	escaped	from	Nazi	Germany	on	the	Kindertransport.		She	arrived	in	London,	unable	to	
speak	a	word	of	English.		She	was	adopted	by	a	childless	couple.		When	the	Blitz	blows	her	new	home	apart,	
she	wakes	up	in	the	hospital	with	no	memory	of	who	she	is	or	where	she	came	from.			

	
The	Birth	of	the	Pill	
Jonathan	Eig	
	
The	fascinating	story	of	the	beginnings	of	the	birth	control	pill.		Four	people	who	were	instrumental	
are	featured	(Margaret	Sanger	(feminist),	Katherine	McCormick	(philanthropist)	,	Gregory	Pincus	
(scientist)	and	John	Rock	(Catholic	physician).	A	gripping		social,	cultural	and	scientific	history)	

	
God	Help	the	Child	
Toni	Morrison		
	
This	is	the	first	Morrison	novel	set	in	contemporary	times.		Story	is	about	the	devastating	
consequences	of	a	light-skinned	mother		who	rejects	her	dark	skinned	child.		The	lessons	from	this	
book	show	that	the	sins	of	others	need	not	define	you	and	that	what	is	done	to	children	indeed	
matters.		But	how	children	can	overcome	seemingly	insurmountable	obstacles	matters	even	more.		
	

	
																																	The	Mare	
																														 Mary	Gaitskill	
	
The	timeless	story	of	a	girl	and	a	horse	is	joined	with	a	timely	story	of	people	from	different	races	
and	classes	trying	to	meet	one	another	honestly.		Raw,	heartstirring	and	original.		

	
Vinegar	Girl	
Anne	Tyler	
	
This	book	is	part	of	the	Hogarth	Shakespeare	Project	where	famous	authors	write	a	contemporary	
spin-off	of	a	Shakespearean	novel.		Tyler	tackles	a	contemporary	version	of	Taming	of	the	Shrew.		
“Shakespeare	would	be	pleased”	(NYT)	
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In	the	Unlikely	Event:	a	Novel	
Judy	Blume	
	
Three	planes	crash	in	a	small	town	in	New	Jersey	over	the	course	of	just	two	short	months.		This	
actually	happened	in	Elizabeth	New	Jersey	in	the	early	1950s	when	Judy	Blume	was	a	young	girl.		
Blume	travels	back	to	that	time	and	tells	the	more	intimate	stories	within	the	larger	one.		Through	
the	various	characters	that	inhabit	this	multigenerational	novel,	Blume	beseeches	us	to	not	be	
afraid.		Life	is	made	up	of	unlikely	events	and	they	aren’t	all	bad.		
	

Bettyville:	a	Memoir	
George	Hodgman	
	
A	cultured	gay	man	leaves	NYC	to	care	for	his	aging	mother	in	Paris	Missouri.		Examines	the	
warm	yet	fraught	relationship	between	mother	and	son	with	profound	insight	and	
understanding.	A	poignant	cautionary	tale	about	the	dangers	of	leaving	difficult	things	unsaid.			
	

La	Rose	
Louise	Erdrich	
	
A	man	goes	deer	hunting	and	accidentally	shoots	and	kills	his	neighbor’s	son;	so	consumed	by	guilt	and	
sorrow,	the	man	and	his	wife	give	their	son	LaRose	to	the	distraught	neighbor	to	raise.		A	complex	tale	
of	love,	family,	obligation.		Moves	among	generations	and	eras	arriving	at	a	present	day	conclusion	that	
is	both	modern	and	rooted	in	indigenous	culture.	
	

	
Hidden	Figures:	The	American	Dram	and	the	Untold	Story	of	the	Black	Women	Mathematicians	who	Helped	Win	the	
Space	Race	
Margot	Lee	Shetterly	
(also	in	Ann-Britt	Keillor)	
	
	
Starting	in	WWII	and	moving	through	to	the	Cold	War,	the	Civil	Rights	Movement,	and	the	Space	
Race,	Hidden	Figures	follows	the	interwoven	accounts	of	Dorothy	Vaughan,	Mary	Jackson,	
Katherine	Johnson	and	Christine	Darden,	four	African	American	women	who	participated	in	
some	of	NASA’s	greatest	successes.		It	chronicles	their	careers	over	nearly	three	decades	as	they	
faced	challenges,	forged	alliances,	and	used	their	intellect	to	change	their	own	lives	and	their	
country’s	future.	
	
Hidden	Figures:	Young	Reader’s	Edition	
Great	book	for	young	women	thinking	about	STEM	education	and	careers.	
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Lowell	Nordling	

Quiet:	The	power	of	Introverts	in	a	World	that	Can’t	Stop	Talking	
Susan	Cain	
	
Cain	explores	introversion	through	psychological	research	old	and	new,	personal	experiences,	and	even	brain	
chemistry,	in	an	engaging	and	high	readable	fashion.		By	delving	into	introversion,	Cain	also	seeks	to	find	ways	for	
introverts	and	extroverts	to	better	understand	one	another-	and	for	introverts	to	understand	their	own	
contradictions,	such	as	the	ability	to	act	like	extroverts	in	certain	situations.	

	
Destiny	of	the	Republic:	A	Tale	of	Madness,	Medicine	and	the	Murder	of	a	President	
Candice	Millard	
	
The	fascinating	story	of	one	of	the	most	extraordinary	men	ever	elected	President,	Garfield,	his	extreme	
“humble’	beginnings,	to	a	wunderkind	scholar,	to	reluctant	President	elected	to	take	on	nation’s	corrupt	
political	establishment.			

	
Alexander	Hamilton’s	America	
Richard	Brookheiser	
	
A	fascinating	study	which	compares	ideas	of	early	leaders	and	concepts	of	the	role	of	government.		Three	
modes	of	“rights”	Fundamentalism	–	honoring	some	code	(Hamilton).	Pure	Philosophy	–	consult	own	feelings	
and	nature	(Jefferson).	Dismiss	rights	altogether	(Burr)	
	

The	Greater	Journey:	Americans	in	Paris	
David	McCullough	
	
Many	Americans	went	to	Paris	around	the	turn	to	the	19th	century,	for	experience,	learning,	to	add	to	a	resume	or	
just	for	fun.	Some	people	covered	by	McCullough	were	Samuel	Morse,	Fennimore	Cooper,	Oliver	Wendell	Holmes,	
Gideon	Welles.		It	is	interesting	to	see	them	in	different	lights	and	in	fields	other	than	which	we	are	accustomed	to	
seeing	them.	

	
Billion	Dollar	Spy	
David	E.	Hoffman	
	
CIA	cases	officers	in	Moscow	worked		on	espionage.		A	story	of	Intelligence	in	Russia	during	the	time	of	
Khrushchev.		Two	concepts	struck	me:	Most	Americans	in	Russia	were	involved	in	espionage	and	until	
Tolkachev,	the	Billion	Dollar	Spy,	we	didn’t	know	how	strong/weak	the	Soviet	military	was.		So	what	drove	
our	arms	race?	Suspicions?	

	
The	Envoy:	Raoul	Wallenberg	
Alex	Kershaw	
Convoluted	story	of	how	to	attune	for	illegal	dealings	of	Wallenberg	Industries	during	the	war.		It	was	suggested	
one	of	them	volunteer	for	some	atoning	work	during	the	war.		Raoul	went	on	toe	work	valiantly,	heroically,	and	
fatally	–to	free	Jewish	prisoners	in	Germany	and	to	make	life	easier	for	many	others.		His	observation	to	a	Red	
Cross	worker:	“Laws	no	longer	exist	here,	anything	happens….	Reality	doesn’t	matter	any	longer,	illusion	does.”		
A	scary	observation	in	any	society~	

	
The	Oregon	Trail:	A	New	American	Journey	
Rinker	Buck	
	
The	author’s	father	exposed	family	to	rustic	trail	rides	on	vacations.		As	grown	men	two	brothers	decided	to	
take	the	trip	on	the	Oregon	Trail.		They	designed	and	built	a	typical	wagon	and	with	mulesset	out	on	a	real	
adventure.		We	get	good	insight	into	what	political	motives,	and	financial	gain	drove	Manifest	Destiny,	great	
struggles	and	dangers,	these	modern	travelers	experienced,	friendships	they	developed,	and	insights	gained.		
History,	danger,	personalities,	good	adventure.		Great	story!	
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Paul	Kent	
Most	of	my	favorites	this	year	came	from	prior	Arbor	lists,	especially	All	the	Light	We	Cannot	See,	Being	Mortal,	

One	Second	After,	Dead	Wake	and	Elon	Musk.		As	for	new	books,	here	are	two	of	my	favorites.	
	
The	President’s	Club	
Nancy	Gibbs	and	Michael	Duffy	
This	is	a	fascinating	review	of	the	relationships	between	current	and	past	presidents	from	Truman	
through	Obama.		This	book	provides	insights	as	to	how	disgraced	or	at	least	unpopular	Presidents	
have	used	their	post-Presidential	years	to	burnish	their	reputations	in	service	of	subsequent	
Presidents	and	how	current	Presidents	used	the	former	Presidents	to	accomplish	things	they	were	
not	able	to	do	directly.		The	personal	interrelationships	are	much	more	multifaceted	than	I	had	
expected.	But	perhaps	most	interesting	are	some	startling	revelations	of	the	behind	the	sciences	
work	of	former	Presidents	including	some	real	bombshells	regarding	Richard	Nixon.	
	
The	Passage	of	Power:	The	Years	of	Lyndon	Johnson	
Robert	Caro	

	
This	is	the	fourth	in	the	exhaustive	biography	of	Johnson	by	Caro.		While	I	confess	to	have	not	read	
the	prior	volumes,	this	one	was	exceptional.		It	provides	enough	of	the	background	of	Johnson’s	
earlier	years	for	context	but	focuses	on	his	time	as	Vice-President	and	the	transition	to	President.		
Having	lived	through	that	time	and	read	about	it	(and	of	course	seen	movies	such	as	the	most	
recent	Jackie-bio-pic)	I	thought	I	had	an	idea	about	the	man	and	the	times.		Wrong.			Johnson	is	at	
once	a	more	brilliant	and	more	flawed	character	and	the	times	are	far	more	complicated	than	I	had	
appreciated.		The	biography	paints	with	both	perspective	and	detail	to	make	the	700-page	volume	
a	page	turner.			

	

Amanda	Fledderjohann	
On	the	Run:	Fugitive	Life	in	an	American	City	
Alice	Goffman	
(See	Janis’	section)	

	
Between	the	World	and	Me	
Ta-Nehisi	Coates	
	
Written	as	a	series	of	letters	to	his	teenaged	son,	Coates’	new	memoir	walks	us	through	the	course	
of	his	life,	from	the	tough	neighborhoods	of	Baltimore	in	his	youth,	to	Howard	University.		
Thoughtful	and	influential	writing	on	race	in	America.			(Also	in	Kris’	section)	

	
Bad	Feminist:	Essays	
Roxane	Gay	
	
A	collection	of	essays	spanning	politics,	criticism,	and	feminism	from	one	of	the	most-watched	
young	cultural	observers	of	her	generation.		Gray	takes	us	through	the	journey	of	her	evolution	
as	a	woman	while	also	taking	readers	on	a	ride	through	culture	of	the	last	few	years	on	the	state	
of	feminism	today.			
	



	

		

Karen	and	Sue	Pecotte	
	
Because	of	Bethlehem	
Max	Lucado	
	
This	book	retells	the	story	of	Christmas	in	a	fresh	way.		He	looks	at	the	many	aspects	of	
Christmas	an	how	we	can	gain	a	new	perspective	by	looking	at	what	God	did	and	does	in	our	
lives	each	Christmas.			With	chapters	called,	God	has	a	Face”,	Worship	works	Wonders,	and	
God	Guides	the	Wise,	Max	Lucado	leads	us	through	the	Christmas	message.		There	is	also	an	
Advent	devotional	guide	in	the	book.	

	
It	Happened	in	Wisconsin	
Michael	Bie	
	
These	are	true	tales	of	things	that	happened	in	Wisconsin	that	we	might	not	have	learned	in	
Wisconsin	History	class.		There	is	a	story	about	when	John	Kennedy	came	to	Wisconsin,	a	story	
about	prohibition	and	Wisconsin,	a	story	about	the	Peshtigo	fire	and	several	little	known	facts	
about	our	state.			The	author	has	been	writing	about	Wisconsin	for	two	decades	and	lives	in	
Verona.	

	
Going	for	Wisconsin	Gold	
Jessie	Garcia	
	
This	book	tells	the	stories	of	those	in	our	state	who	have	gone	to	the	Olympics.		Some	have	gone	
many	times	and	some	have	won	medals.		I	was	surprised	at	the	number	of	athletes	of	athletes.		At	
the	end	of	the	book	there	is	a	list	of	Wisconsin	Olympians	(current	up	to	the	2014	Sochi	Olympics	
	
	

Some	Folks	Feel	the	Rain	Others	Just	Get	Wet	
James	Moore	

What	does	it	mean?	It	means	that	some	folks	are	vividly	aware	of	what’s	going	on	around	them;	
they	are	tuned	in,	sensitive,	receptive,	responsive.		But	sadly	many	people	today	don’t	celebrate,	
they	just	cope.		Moore	explores	the	reasons	why	some	people	are	able	to	see	our	time	on	earth	as	
a	gracious	gift	from	God	rather	than	an	agonizing	endurance	test.		
	

Movies	that	we	have	enjoyed	

The	Shack:	This	is	an	uplifting	and	intriguing	adaption	of	the	book	by	the	same	name.	

	
	
Hidden	Figures	
	
The	story	of	the	calculators	of	NASA	before	we	had	computers.		These	
“calculators”	were	women,	mainly	black	women,	who	were	geniuses.		This	
movie	tells	the	story	and	hardships	they	encountered	as	the	work.		This	is	


