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 RACHEL WOOFTER 
 
Blind Assassin by Margaret Atwood 
After re-reading A Handmaid's Tale, I tried a few others by Atwood. This one was very enjoyable and unique, 
weaving together three-story lines to tell the greater story of two sisters, and one's unexpected death in 1945.  
 
Birth by Tina Cassidy  
Fascinating history of pregnancy, childbirth, and women's health. Very engaging and easy to read, even 
though it includes lots of medical and historical details. 
 
Gift from the Sea by Anne Morrow Lindbergh I initially dismissed this book because it was a gift from 
my grandma, and the cover is pastel with seashells. But it is a very lovely collection of essays on "the shape 
of a woman's life." Originally published in 1955, some of it is dated, but still conveys beautiful truths. (and 
yes, she was married to Charles Lindbergh) 
 
Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer 
Krakauer was climbing Mt Everest in 1996 when a blizzard hit, and left its mark as one of the deadliest days 
on the mountain. I couldn't put it down! He does a great job of making the journey understandable and 
accessible for those of us who will never make a summit attempt. 
 

 

AMANDA FLEDDERJOHANN 
Daring Greatly by Brene Brown 
I don’t really think you can go wrong checking out Brene Brown, 
but Daring Greatly is definitely worth anyone’s time. Her research on 
shame and vulnerability is fascinating to me. This book will have you 
reflecting on your own life from your upbringing to past school and work 
experience, and current relationships, and help you identify how shame 
has inhibited a life lived wholly.  
 
Pilgrimage of a Soul: Contemplative Spirituality for the Active 
Life by Phileena Heuertz 
This surprising gem made me want to take my own pilgrimage and 
sabbatical for some deep self-reflection. One day maybe. In the 
meantime, I was glad to learn of a likeminded Christian yogi who dares to 
briefly take herself out of the world to better understand herself and 
contemplation and meditation can draw us closer to God.  
 
The First Fifteen Lives of Harry August by Claire North 
A fun read. An alternate universe where some are doomed to repeat their 
lives over and over again. The pain of living those lives. Betrayal. Love. 
Science.  
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MARK HANSON 
 
American Wolf: A True Story of Survival and Obsession in the West by Nate Blakeslee 

American Wolf was an easy buy. I’ve spent many delightful weeks over thirty years in the Yellowstone 
area Nordic skiing and alpine skiing, snowshoeing, backpacking, and day hiking. Part of the wonder is the 
wildlife we get to see like nowhere else I usually travel. Two of the notable animals that we see are the 
bison (just barely missed extinction in in North America) and wolves (barely missed extinction in the lower 
48).  
 
One of my most memorable encounters with wolves was on a remote cross-country ski in Yellowstone 
Park’s Lamar Valley. Brother Glenn, Carl, and brother in law Randy and I were on a late winter ski high up 

on Specimen Ridge at least 15 years ago. We had surprised some enormous bull elk high up. As we skied following 
them up to a high nob, we looked to an outcrop somewhat below us to see a large brown animal. As the wind had blown 
the snow off the outcrop, it was brown on brown, and hard to make out what it was. Carl was already skiing down to 
see. I was thinking mountain lion.  After further looking, we realized wolf.  
 
In hindsight, that wolf was from the Druid Pack which plays a prominent role in this book. The book is about the re-
introduction of Canadian Wolves to Yellowstone and the thousands of people who have watched them, some on daily 
basis. It’s also about people opposed to the release of the wolves and their presence.  
 
The story is fascinating and a powerful education in Wolf behavior, including family life in the pack. It also a story of 
many unintended consequences including the changes in Yellowstone National Park.  It now has more antelope, more 
beaver, and fewer elk, although still lots of them.  
 
I started this book as a big fan of wolves. My enthusiasm has only grown, and my understanding of them much more. 
One of those understandings is the growing range of territory in the West populated by wolves despite the back and 
forth over the politics of hunting and trapping, some illegal. Whether you travel west or not, this is a terrific read. 
 

JAN GIETZEL 
 
The Girl I Used to Know by Faith Hogan 
 
A well-written and meaningful story about two women who find friendship and second chances when they 
least expect it.  A reminder about how we often lose sight of who we really are and the incredible power of 
forgiveness 
 

 

SUSAN CORRADO 

Infidel, My Life by Ayaan Hirsi Ali 

This eye opening personal story of a woman born in Somalia in a Muslim family will shock, inspire and 
leave you rattled.  She manages to bring the reader into the midst of her life from childhood to adulthood, 
through trauma to personal growth, leaving you in awe of her courage. She ends up questioning not only 
her Muslim roots, but the value of any religion. This is a very thought provoking book 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

ANN-BRITT KEILLOR 

Broken for You by Stephanie Kallos 
Set in Seattle. A young woman moves in with an elderly and dying woman. The brokenness is a major part of much of 
the story. Broken relationships, broken marriages, finding out about wrong things done by parents, broken dishes. 
 
Breakfast with Buddha by Roland Merullo 
A fun book as the two men drive to North Dakota by way of Madison and Duluth. 
 
Wonder by RJ Palacio 
The story of a young boy who is born with facial deformations. 
 
Bear Town by Fredrick Blackman 
Same author as a Man Called Ove. This is a story about hockey  
and how it affects two towns, coaches, and of course the players 
 
This is How it Always is Laurie Frankel 
A family with five boys are told by the youngest that he is a girl and wants to wear dresses. How do you do this. How 
does it affect the older boys. Who do you tell? Who needs to know? As the child’s approaches puberty when do you use 
blockers and for how long. Though a novel it is truly an educational book and I kept asking myself, what would we have 
done. The author also has a child like this but she claims that this is a novel. 
 
Sulfur Springs by William Kent Krueger 
Most of his books are set in the Minnesota boundary area but this is set in the Southwest.  
Just as good as the rest of his books. 
 
Born a Crime by Trevor Noah  
A true story of Trevor’s growing up years in Africa. 
 
Once We were Brothers by Ronald Belsen 
Karolinas Twins 
Saving Sophie 
 
Three books about today and the holocaust. once we were brothers and Karolina’s twins is  
set in the US and Poland. Saving Sophie is set here and in Israel. 
 
The Punishment She Deserves by Elizabeth George 
A long book with great character development. Sometimes too many stories in here  
but she kept me guessing to the end. 
Who did what to whom and for whom it was the punishment she deserved 
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AMANDA PECOTTE 

The Readers of Broken Wheel Recommend Katarina Bivald 

The Great Bazaar & Brayan’s Gold by Peter V. Brett 

The Demon Cycle by Peter Brett 

Book 1 - The Painted Man (UK version) / The Warded Man (US version) 
Book 2 - The Desert Spear  
Book 3 - The Daylight War 
Book 4 - The Skull Throne  
Book 5 - The Core 
As darkness falls after sunset, the corelings rise—demons who possess 
supernatural powers and burn with a consuming hatred of humanity. For hundreds of years the demons have terrorized 
the night, slowly culling the human herd that shelters behind magical wards—symbols of power whose origins are lost in 
myth and whose protection is terrifyingly fragile. It was not always this way. Once, men and women battled the corelings 
on equal terms, but those days are gone. Night by night the demons grow stronger, while human numbers dwindle under 
their relentless assault. Now, with hope for the future fading, three young survivors of vicious demon attacks will dare the 
impossible, stepping beyond the crumbling safety of the wards to risk everything in a desperate quest to regain the 
secrets of the past. Together, they will stand against the night. 

The Demon cycle books were recommended to me by a friend at work who was nice enough to let me borrow them to 
read. I like how the author goes into great detail about each character in the story. I know that demon books aren’t for a 
lot of people but the ending message about unity throughout the books is done really well. 
 

Wonder by R.J. Palacio (ALSO REVIEWED BY ANN-BRITT) 

The Freedom of Routine for Parents by Linda E. Armas – I actually found out about this book at an 
Early Childhood Conference that I recently attended. I signed up to attend the workshop about routines at 
the conference and was walking through the exhibits and found this book. The awesome thing is that I got to 
meet the author and I had a lengthy conversation with her before and after the session. The book is really 
informative and goes more into depth how important routines are for children and some ideas to put into 
your bag of tricks. You can only find this book on Amazon. 

 
HARRIET ANDERSON (This is an email that I received from Harriet.)  
 
A GENTLEMAN IN MOSCOW by Amor Towles 
After I heard you talking about A Gentleman in Moscow, I added my name to the well over 500+ people on the library's 
waiting list.  Sheree was able to get a copy from her local library. (Amazing!) Luckily, my dear next-door neighbor loaned 
me her copy.  Both Sheree and I are sad that we have finished the book!  What a writer! Since I am not musical,  
I went to YouTube to listen to two of the songs that Sofia played.   Sheree just ordered the sheet music.   
Chopin-Opus 9, number 2 in E-flat major was the very first piece that Sofia played https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=9E6b3swbnWg Note the album cover is a wonderful El Greco. 
At the first competition, she played "Mozart's Sonata 1 in C major". https://www.youtube.com/ watch?v=ZixdOZh7zo4 
I just wanted give you an enormous "Thank you!". 
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DEBBY MEYER 

Liturgy of the Ordinary: sacred practices in everyday 
life by Tish Harrison Warren 
We studied this in our small group and I would encourage 
others to consider reading this as a devotional.  It takes you 
through your day to appreciate and redeem all the 
parts.  Helped me find more daily grounding. 

A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles 

Without a doubt the best read of the year.  We follow the house arrest of Count Rostov an unrepentant aristocrat after 
the Russian revolution.  He is put under house arrest in the luxury hotel he always stayed at when in Moscow only now 
he is relegated to servant rooms in the attic.  It is a marvelous story of quirky characters, making family when yours is 
gone and friendship.  Lovely book.  I also read his earlier book Rules of Civility which was not as good. 

Pachinko by Min Jin Lee 

Follows a Korean family as it emigrates to Japan and tries to survive.  This book helps explore the complicated nature of 
Japan and Korea history.  Compelling read but tapers off at the conclusion. I enjoyed learning about this part of Asia 
through these families. 

The Sun is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon 

Daniel, a Korean American, meets Natasha, an undocumented Jamaican immigrant, the day she is being deported. They 
click immediately but are facing no future with her deportation.  It is a wonderful story of early love, attraction, friendship 
and surprising twists.  Lovely read. 

Sing, Unburied Sing by Jesmyn Ward 

The story of family ties, brokenness and other worldly influences in 
Mississippi families.  You realize the importance of family that care, how 
some people are geared to derail their lives and the spiritual nature of part of 
the south.  Ward is a brutal and powerful writer and definitely worth the read. 

 

The Secret Diary of Hendrik Groen by Hendrik Groen 

Hendrik lives in a retirement home with his good friend and the new friends he makes.  When we first meet Hendrik he is 
not very hopeful but he and his new friends decide to redeem the days they have even as some of their friends are 
dying.  It is a lovely book of savoring each day and finding friends wherever you are and living life to the fullest – even in 
a wheelchair. 

Waking up White by Debby Irving 

Nonfiction account of privileged white woman who grows up in the Northeast and becomes an 
educator.  In her 40’s she begins to realize the insidiousness of race and how the stories she heard 
about how her family found success and why “other families” did not was not true and that the 
system was stacked in her favor.  Honest read for white Americans about learning to look their 
privilege in the face.  
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MIKE WOOFTER 
 
Pulphead: Essays by John Jeremiah Sullivan 
“[The essays in Pulphead are] among the liveliest magazine 
features written by anyone in the past 10 years . . What they 
have in common, though, whether low or high of brow, is their 
author's essential curiosity about the world, his eye for the 
perfect detail, and his great good humor in revealing both his 
subjects' and his own foibles - a collection that shows why 
Sullivan might be the best magazine writer around.” (NPR) 
 
The Handmaid's Tale, Margaret Atwood 
The Handmaid’s Tale is a novel of such power that the reader will be unable to forget its images and its forecast. Set in 
the near future, it describes life in what was once the United States and is now called the Republic of Gilead, a 
monotheocracy that has reacted to social unrest and a sharply declining birthrate by reverting to, and going beyond, the 
repressive intolerance of the original Puritans. The regime takes the Book of Genesis absolutely at its word, with bizarre 
consequences for the women and men in its population. 
 
Speedboat, Renata Adler 
This story of a young female newspaper reporter coming of age in New York City was originally published serially in the 
New Yorker; it is made out of seemingly unrelated vignettes—tart observations distilled through relentless intellect—
which add up to an analysis of our brittle, urban existence. It remains as fresh as when it was first published. 
 
RUTH HALLBLADE 
 
The Women in the Castle by Jessica Shattuck 
takes place in Nazi Germany.  The book begins in 
1938 and goes through 1991.  We see three 
generations of three women and their 
families.  Marianne von Lingenfels was the widow of a 
resister murdered in the failed July 20, 1944 plot to 
assassinate Adolf Hitler.  She, two other women who 
were widows for the same reason, and their children come together to live in a once grand castle that belonged to her 
husband's family.  We see the repercussions that the war had on these women throughout the remainder of their 
lives.  We also see how the differences in their social class affects the way they live and survive this time period. 

 
For my birthday in August, I received three books from my sister that were 
favorites of hers.  From one of these, I was introduced to Kristen Hannah 
with whom some of you may be well acquainted.  The book I received was 
The Nightingale.  This is a WWII story with two sisters as main 
characters.  Each of these sisters was a strong woman who was actively 
involved in the war in her own way.  They were in war torn France. It was 
rather intense reading in many parts of the book.  After reading The 
Nightingale, I also read the following books by the same author:  Firefly 

Lane, Angel Falls, The Great Alone, Winter Garden, and Summer Island.  The Great Alone was a difficult book to 
read as a main character dealt with PTSD as a result of serving in Vietnam. He decided to move his wife and daughter to 
Alaska to a rather remote area.  Living was very hard, and he could be a very abusive husband.  I found this difficult to 
read.  However, by the time I read this book, I had read several of Hannah's books and decided it was probably 
worthwhile to continue my reading.  There were a number of twists and turns and I ended up enjoying the book. 
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ELRENE LUND 

 
Lincoln in the Bardo by George Saunders 
This is probably already listed, but the book I have enjoyed most, loved even, 
this year is Lincoln in the Bardo by George Saunders.  Hard to describe, but 
a beautiful brilliant ghost story combined with history and Lincoln's love and 
grief for his son Willie who dies in 1861 in the early days of the Civil War.  
  
 
 
 

Commonwealth by Ann Patchett 
Also enjoyed Commonwealth by Ann Patchett, the story of a broken complex family 
that as usual, finds redemption through forgiveness and continuing to love each 
other.   
 
 

I am currently reading the Marilyn Robinson trilogy:  Gilead, Home, and Lila.  Gilead wasn't as wonderful as 
I remembered on second reading, but I hope the other two are as good as I have heard.   
 
ERIKA HANSON 
 
Farseer Series by Robin Hobb (9 books) 
 

Jordan and I read all nine 
books of the Farseer 
series by Robin Hobb, 
and both really liked them :)  
The most recent and final 
book came out this past 
May. 

The Girl with All the Gifts by M.R. Carey  

I also read The Girl with All the Gifts by M.R. Carey which is an interesting and unexpected 
book, but I won’t ruin any surprises :) Melanie is a very special girl. Dr. Caldwell calls her "our little 
genius. Every morning, Melanie waits in her cell to be collected for class. When they come for her, 
Sergeant Parks keeps his gun pointing at her while two of his people strap her into the wheelchair. She 
thinks they don't like her. She jokes that she won't bite, but they don't laugh. Melanie loves school. 
She loves learning about spelling and sums and the world outside the classroom and the children's 
cells. She tells her favorite teacher all the things she'll do when she grows up. Melanie doesn't know 
why this makes Miss Justineau look sad. The Girl with All the Gifts is a sensational 
thriller, perfect for fans of Stephen King, Justin Cronin, and Neil Gaiman.  
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MATTHEW FLEDDERJOHANN 

Voices from Chernobyl by Svetlana Alexievich (1997) 
An oral history of the Chernobyl disaster and its horrifying aftermath. Alexievich compiles heartbreaking 
and haunting stories from victims, survivors, and family members to look unflinchingly at what happened in 
Pripyat in 1986 and how the USSR responded. 
 

The Long Long Way by Sebastian Barry (2005) 
This century's All Quiet on the Western Front. Barry looks at World War I from the perspective of 
an Irish soldier who is fighting for his country in France while his home city of Dublin endures the 
chaos of the Easter Rising. 

 
Movies are Prayers by Joshua Larson (2017) 
Larson pairs insightful film criticism with reflections on the Gospel's redemptive narrative to argue that 
watching movies could be a spiritual practice. 
 
The Forbidden Zone by Michael Lesy (1987) 
Lesy tries to understand death by spending time with people who interact with death 
on a daily basis: a butcher, a forensic detective, an undertaker, a hospice worker, etc. 
Mostly he learns that no one is comfortable with the prospect of their own inevitable 
ending. 
 
The Signal and the Noise by Nate Silver (2012) 
Silver makes sense of probabilities, predictions, and big data in order to showcase statistics' 
real-world importance. It's a way better read than you'd expect. 

 

 
KRIS’ FRIEND CHERYL RECOMMENDS 
 
The Life She Was Given by Ellen Wiseman 
The Life She was Given is a vibrant maze of desires. The sharp divide between expectations and painful truths, 
mothers and daughters, past and present, culminate in a sensational finale." 
 
Beneath A Scarlet Sky by Mark Sullivan  
Set in Italy during the last two years of the second World War, this story follows the life of a remarkable young man, Pino 
Lella, who finds himself assigned as the driver of one of the most powerful Nazi officials in Italy. He accompanies this 
General throughout northern Italy as the war deteriorates and comes to a violent and tragic end. 
 
The Librarian of Auschwitz by Antonio Iturbe  
Fourteen-year-old Dita is one of the many imprisoned by the Nazis at Auschwitz. Taken, along with her mother and 
father, from the Terezín ghetto in Prague, Dita is adjusting to the constant terror that is life in the camp. When Jewish 
leader Freddy Hirsch asks Dita to take charge of the eight precious volumes the prisoners have managed to sneak past 
the guards, she agrees. And so Dita becomes the librarian of Auschwitz. 
 
Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate 
Two families, generations apart, are forever changed by a heartbreaking injustice in this poignant novel. Based on 
one of America’s most notorious real-life scandals—in which Georgia Tann, director of a Memphis-based adoption 
organization, kidnapped and sold poor children to wealthy families all over the country 
 
Pachinko by Min Jin Lee (see Debby Meyer’s review) 
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KRIS’ FRIEND MARY LEE RECOMMENDS 
 
The Sympathizer - Viet Thanh Nguyla 
It is April 1975, and Saigon is in chaos. At his villa, a general of the South Vietnamese army is drinking whiskey and, 
with the help of his trusted captain, drawing up a list of those who will be given passage aboard the last flights out of 
the country. The general and his compatriots start a new life in Los Angeles, unaware that one among their number, 
the captain, is secretly observing and reporting on the group to a higher-up in the Viet Cong. 
 

The Hate U Give - Angie Thomas 
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban 
prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of 
her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer.  
 

Street Lives: Oral history of homeless Americans - Steven Vanderstaay 
A collection of experiences told by homeless individuals and families from all over the country, discussing street life, 
crises or processes that caused their homelessness, and solutions these people are working on to support 
themselves 

American Street - Ibi Zoboi 
After her mother is detained by immigration officials, Fabiola Toussaint has to finish her move from Port-au-Prince to 
Detroit alone. Left with a mother-size hole in her life, Fabiola begins the unsteady process of assimilation, holding on to 
her family's spiritual traditions while navigating the disconnectedness and violence of her new home. 
 
Little Fires Everywhere - Celeste Ng 

A riveting novel that traces the intertwined fates of the picture-perfect Richardson family and the enigmatic mother 
and daughter who upend their lives. Little Fires Everywhere explores the weight of secrets, the nature of art and 
identity, and the ferocious pull of motherhood – and the danger of believing that following the rules can avert 
disaster 

 
Behold the Dreamers - Imbolo Mbue 
A compulsively readable debut novel about marriage, immigration, class, race, and the trapdoors in the American 
Dream—the unforgettable story of a young Cameroonian couple making a new life in New York just as the Great 
Recession upends the economy 
 

The Association of Small Bombs - Karen Mahajan 
When brothers Tushar and Nakul Khurana, two Delhi schoolboys, go to pick up their family’s television set at a 
repair shop with their friend Mansoor Ahmed one day in 1996, disaster strikes without warning. A bomb—one of 
the many “small” bombs that go off seemingly unheralded across the world—detonates in the Delhi marketplace, 
instantly claiming the lives of the Khurana boys to the devastation of their parents.  

 
Last Painting of Sara de Vos - Dominic Smith 
Smith deftly bridges the historical and the contemporary, tracking a collision course between a rare  
landscape by a female Dutch painter of the golden age, an inheritor of the work in 1950s Manhattan,  
and a celebrated art historian who painted a forgery of it in her youth. 
 
 

Leopard at the Door - Jennifer McVeigh 
After six years in England, Rachel has returned to Kenya and the farm where she spent her childhood, but the 
beloved home she’d longed for is much changed. Her father’s new companion—a strange, intolerant woman—has 
taken over the household. The political climate in the country grows more unsettled by the day and is approaching 
the boiling point.  
 

Paris in the Present Tense - Mark Helprin 
Mark Helprin’s powerful, rapturous new novel is set in a present-day Paris caught between violent unrest a 
nd its well-known, inescapable glories.  
Seventy-four-year-old Jules Lacour—a maître at Paris-Sorbonne, cellist, widower, veteran of the war in  
Algeria, and child of the Holocaust—must find a balance between his strong obligations to the past and  
the attractions and beauties of life and love in the present.  
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KRIS BROWN 
Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles(See Debby Meyer’s 
review).  This book is without a doubt the best book I have read in 
years. A delight.   
 
Black Water Lilies by Michel Bussi 
This is the story of thirteen days that begin with one murder and 
end with another Entangled in the mystery are  three women: a 
young painting prodigy, the seductive village schoolteacher and an old widow who watches over the village from a mill 
by the stream. All three of them share a secret. And what is the connection to the mysterious Black Water Lilies, a 
rumored masterpiece by Monet that has never been found. An amazing book. 
 
Shotgun Lovesongs by Nickolas Butler 
Shotgun Lovesongs is a remarkable and uncompromising saga that explores the age-old question of whether or not 
you can ever truly come home again -and the kind of steely faith and love returning requires. Set in Little Wing Wisconsin 
(fictitious town near Eau Claire). Rare book about male friendships. 
 
This is the Story of a Happy Marriage – Ann Patchett 
This wonderful book takes us into the very real world of Ann Patchett’s life. Stretching from her childhood to the 
present day, from a disastrous early marriage to a later happy one, it covers a multitude of topics, including relationships 
with family and friends, and charts the hard work and joy of writing, and the unexpected thrill of  opening a bookstore. 
 
Notorious RBG- Irin Carmon and Shana Knizhnik 
Notorious RBG gives you a glimpse inside the life and iconic career of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. After reading this 
book, my level of respect for Justice Ginsburg deepened. She's a true feminist who has lived her life as a diehard 
champion for civil rights, women's rights and the less fortunate. Her journey is truly amazing given the many struggles 
she had to triumph. Her perseverance is a reminder to never give up on  your dreams, stand up for what you believe is 
right and keep pressing forward. 
 
News of the World – Paulette Jiles (Finalist for National Book Award) 
In the aftermath of the Civil War, an aging itinerant news reader agrees to transport a young captive of 
the Kiowa back to her people in this exquisitely rendered, morally complex,  multilayered novel of 
historical fiction from the that explores the boundaries of family, responsibility, honor, and trust. 
 
Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead (winner of the National Book Award)As 
Whitehead brilliantly re-creates the unique terrors for black people in the pre-Civil War era, his narrative 
seamlessly weaves the saga of America from the brutal importation of Africans to the unfulfilled 
promises of the present day. The Underground Railroad is at once a kinetic adventure tale of one 
woman's ferocious will to escape the horrors of bondage and a shattering, powerful meditation on the 
history we all share. 
 

Hillbilly Elegy-A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis by J.D. Vance 
A harrowing portrait of much that has gone wrong in America over the past two generations an honest 
look at the dysfunction that afflicts too many working-class Americans 

 
The President’s Club- Nancy Gibbs, Michael Duffy 
The Presidents Club, established at Dwight Eisenhower's inauguration by Harry Truman and Herbert 
Hoover, is a complicated place: its members are bound forever by the experience of the  Oval Office 
and yet are eternal rivals for history's favor. 
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JENNIFER STEHLEY 

 
The Soul of the Octopus: A Surprising Exploration into the World of Consciousness  
by Sy Montgomery 
Montgomery explores the emotional and physical world of the octopus' surprisingly complex,  
intelligent, and spirited creature: and the remarkable connections it makes with humans. 
 

DEB MCGILL 

A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest Gaines 
I found this book on the “free” book shelf at work and took it home with me. 
It is a profound accounting of a death row inmate’s last few months of life and how his family helped 
him through it. I really liked it. 
 

 

GUNNARD SWANSON 

Eat in Harmony by Greg Athnos 

Eat in Harmony is not a cookbook. The author, a musician/conductor/lecturer, leads the reader on a journey 
through fascinating adventures that made his life unique and rewarding. More than an autobiography of his 
career as a university music professor, it touches chance meetings, history, philosophy, works of art, 
influential composers, revelations, and philosophy.  

A must read! Greg Athnos inextricably entwines Christian commitment, professional dedication and 
innovative risk-taking to chronicle a life story which elicits inspiration and awe. The book is replete with surprises, 
challenges, and celebrations. His life (Athnos might say mission) is affirmed with notes and letters from students, 
colleagues, and dignitaries. A truly moving book. Soli Deo Gloria. 

The Rent Collector by Camron Wright 
 
The Rent Collector by Camron Wright is a fascinating story of an older woman teaching a younger 
woman to read while living in the municipal garbage dump outside of Phnom Pehn. Life in the dump is 
not easy. The reader encounters the trials and tribulations of scouring the garbage to make a living, a 
family with a sick child, a murder, and the rent collector who can read. 
The story develops to an unbelievable climax when a secret that harkens back to the era of the Khmer 
Rouge is revealed,    
Prompted by a documentary on this dump. Camron Wright wanted to imagine what might happen if the gift of literacy 
were given to a family living in the squalor. 
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Same Kind of Different as Me: A Modern-Day Slave, an International Art Dealer, 
and the Unlikely Woman Who Bound Them Together by Ron Hall, Denver Moore 

Meet Denver, a man raised under plantation-style slavery in Louisiana in the 1960s; a man who escaped, hopping a 
train to wander, homeless, for eighteen years on the streets of Dallas, Texas. No longer a slave, Denver's life was still 
hopeless-until God moved. First came a godly woman who prayed, listened, and obeyed. And then came her husband, 
Ron, an international arts dealer at home in a world of Armani-suited millionaires. And then they all came together.But 

slavery takes many forms. Deborah discovers that she has cancer. In the face of possible death, she charges her husband to rescue 
Denver. Who will be saved, and who will be lost? What is the future for these unlikely three? What is God doing? 

Jesus for President by Shane Claiborne 

Jesus for President is structured as a series of loosely interrelated narratives.[9] The book combines practical 
theology, Biblical theology, Church history, contemporary stories, political manifesto, and Bible stories. The book 
draws on both the Old and New Testaments, and includes frequent quotations from Church Fathers, such as Justin 
Martyr and Tertullian.[  

The book is intended to present an accessible account of scholarly findings regarding the New Testament's teachings on the subject 
of empire. Likening Jesus to an American political candidate, Jesus for President identifies Luke 4:18-19 as the commencement 
speech of Jesus' campaign, "Jubilee" as his campaign slogan, and the revival of ancient Jubilee economics as his platform.[10] The 
book asserts that the countercultural themes in the ministry of Jesus, such as those of self-denial, are ignored by the church because 
the Church is more interested in conforming its members to the state than to the Kingdom of God,[4] The book warns against the lures 
of political and financial power.[6] While the book suggests that Christians should live counterculturally in accordance with Jesus' 
teachings, the authors do not prescribe how Christians should accomplish this task.[11] Neither do they advocate restructuring 
the economic or political systems of the United States.[12] The book promotes pacifism, criticizes the 2003 invasion of Iraq, and 
expounds liberation theology.[13] 

Jesus for President is divided into four chapters, the first two of which summarize the Bible from a New Monastic perspective.[4] The 
summary of the Old Testament argues that the Israelites had a unique political philosophy, but that they failed to live up to its 
implications. The New Testament summary considers Jesus' politics and the qualities of the Christian Church.[14] The third chapter 
suggests implications of this narrative for citizens of the United States, who the authors describe as members of an empire similar 
to that of the Romans. This chapter argues that the Book of Revelation has more to do with living faithfully in an evil empire than 
with eschatology. The chapter also asserts that Constantinian had generally negative consequences for the Church.[1] The fourth 
chapter tells of Christians living in countercultural ways that model divine redemption towards others. Other stories involve heterodox 
economics, defending the homeless, Amish forgiveness, dumpster diving, missional robotics, Martin Luther King Jr., anti-war protests, 
and The Simple Way. 

The Freedmen Settlement of Good Hope Mississippi – The Beginning by Joyce Salter Johnson 

The red dirt road [Good Hope Church Road] running through the settlement, heading north from the Jasper County 
line to Hickory, was made by the settlers’ wagons for the purpose of trading in the town of Hickory for goods and 
sundries not grown on the farm on Saturdays and for church on Sundays. The wagon road continued through the 
settlement physically and emotionally connecting farmsteads and families along the way. And in the heart of it all, in a 
large clearing surrounded by large trees, was Good Hope Missionary Baptist Church. The settlement’s first and only 
church in the community. The social life of the community was very much centered on the church. The church was 

the institution of worship, social gatherings and sometimes the courts that often defined acceptable standards. It was a place where 
multitudes of problems were discussed. In addition to church meetings held there, many came together for other ceremonial events 
such as graduations, weddings, births and deaths. The church was a tremendous influence in the lives of the community members 
both young and old. 

 


