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Covenant Women Booklist
Arbor Covenant Church April 2015

Lowell Liked...

My Grandfather’s Blessings: Stories of Strength, Refuge, and Belonging

Rachel Naomi Remen, M. D. (2000)
During the first four years of her life Rachel Remen’s Orthodox Jew Rabbi Grandfather lived in

their home. The impression he left is immense. She became a surgeon, practicing for 20 years OBl
then she developed a healing clinic. Dr. Remen has a profound sense of how relationships can MY

aid in the healing process. GRANDFATHER'S
After reading this book you will never think “Blessings” the same way. To her it means “| see a BLESSINGS

divine spark in you” and is a moment of deep meeting. “Blessing the life in someone usually

requires a deep respect for their uniqueness.” P 281 She has great insights. SR

Anyone....anyone...who works with people, or even wants to understand people as they go
through serious life conditions and wants to help them will benefit from this book. G

RACHEL NAOMI REMEN, M.D.
. KITCHEN TARLE WIsDOM

Me Before You: A Novel Jojo Moyes-2012

An ordinary 27 year old girl takes a job, the family badly needs, as care taker for “ex-Master of the
Universe”, think of a Mitt Romney, who is wheelchair bound as the result of an accident. The two of
them set out to convince the other to expand their own worlds. It is a romantic story of two people
who set out to change the other and they both change. Story includes a real relationship, family
tensions, possible suicide, and two unlikely people . It is a story that asks “What do you do when
making the person you love happy means breaking your own heart?”

A Fighting Chance Elizabeth Warren-2014
Yes, this is the story of and about a politician. There is something different about her. Raised in a small town in
Oklahoma where the whole family had to work to stay together. She considered herself quite
ordinary until she got on debate team that won state championship. She did get a scholarship
to Georgetown U and fifteen years later was a distinguished law professor with a deep
understanding of why people go bankrupt. She was invited to Washington to advose Congress
rewrite bankruptcy law. “ In this passionate, funny, rabble-rousing book, Warren shows why
she has chosen to fight tooth and nail for the middle class--and why she has become a hero to
all those who believe that America's government can and must do better for working

families.” It’s a political book, but so much more. It’s really quite personal, telling of how she
kept teaching Sunday School in her Methodist Church and cooking bars for kid’s events. | think
you’ll find it more than a political book, and even discover the name of a Madison Attorney who

A Fighting Chance

ELIZABETH
WARREN




Ruth recommends

In the Garden of Beasts: Love, Terror, and an
American Family in Hitler’s Berlin
by Erik Larson

A vivid portrait of Berlin during the first years of Hitler's
reign, brought to life through the stories of two people:
William E. Dodd, who in 1933 became America’s first
ambassador to Hitler's regime, and his scandalously
carefree daughter, Martha. Larson has meticulously
researched the Dodds’ intimate witness to Hitler's
ascendancy and created an edifying narrative of this
historical byway that has all the pleasures of a political
thriller....a fresh picture of these terrible events

The Girl on the Train by Paula HawkinS

Rachel takes the same train into London every day,
daydreaming about the lives of the occupants in the
homes she passes. But when she sees something
unsettling from her window one morning, it sets in
motion a chilling series of events that make her

question whom she can really trust. Psychologically
astute debut...The surprise-packed narratives hurtle
toward a stunning climax, horrifying as a train wreck
and just as riveting

Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn

On the day of their fifth wedding anniversary, Nick's
wife Amy disappears. There are signs of struggle in the
house and Nick quickly becomes the prime suspect. It
doesn't help that Nick hasn't been completely honest
with the police and, as Amy's case drags out for weeks,
more and more vilifying evidence appears against him.
It's one of those books you will feel the need to discuss
immediately after finishing because the ending doesn't
just come; it punches you in the gut.

Gray Mountain by John Grisham

The year is 2008 and Samantha Kofer”’s
career at a huge Wall Street law firm is on
the fast track—until the recession hits and
she gets downsized, furloughed, escorted
out of the building. Samantha, though, is one
of the “lucky” associates. She’s offered an
opportunity to work at a legal aid clinic for
one year without pay, after which there
would be a slim chance that she’'d get her old
job back.

In a matter of days Samantha moves from
Manhattan to Brady, Virginia, population
2,200, in the heart of Appalachia, a part of
the world she has only read about. Mattie
Wyatt, lifelong Brady resident and head of
the town’s legal aid clinic, is there to teach
her how to “help real people with real
problems.” For the first time in her career,
Samantha prepares a lawsuit, sees the
inside of an actual courtroom, gets scolded
by a judge, and receives threats from locals
who aren’t so thrilled to have a big-city
lawyer in town. And she learns that Brady,

Still Alice by Lisa Genova

Alzheimer's can strike anyone, not just the
elderly. "Still Alice" is a beautifully written,
heartbreaking novel about the devastating
affect Alzheimer's has on its victims and their

families. Author Lisa Genova's choice of
Alice - young, in shape, and intelligent (she's
a Psychiatry Professor at Harvard) - shows
that Alzheimer's can strike anyone, not just
the elderly. (Author has a PhD in
Neuroscience from Harvard)




Maria Semple

Erika enjoyed...

WHERE'D g YOU 60,

Where'd you go Bernadette?: °
This is light and funny, I really TTE
enjoyed it.

Bernadette Fox is notorious. To her Microsoft-guru
husband, she's a fearlessly opinionated partner; to
fellow private-school mothers in Seattle, she's a
disgrace; to design mavens, she's a revolutionary

| enjoyed both of the newer JK Rowling books
(Cuckoo's Calling and The Silkworm, pen name
Robert Galbraith). They are mystery/detective
novels for adults.

ROBERT GALBRAITH

Cuckoo’s Calling

s Introducing Cormoran Strike, this is the
1 1! acclaimed first crime novel by J.K.

¢ Rowling, writing under the pseudonym
Robert Galbraith.

When novelist Owen Quine goes missing, his wife calls
in private detective Cormoran Strike. At first, Mrs.
Quine just thinks her husband has gone off by himself
for a few days-as he has done before-and she wants
Strike to find him and bring him home.

| also recently finished "The Martian" and "The
Invention of Wings" and enjoyed those as well.

The Martian — Andy Weir

Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of
the first people to walk on Mars. Now, he's sure he'll be
the first person to die there. After a dust storm nearly
kills him and forces his crew to evacuate while thinking
him dead, Mark finds himself stranded and completely
alone with no way to even signal Earth that he’s
alive—and even if he could get word out, his supplies
would be gone long before a rescue could arrive

The Invention of Wings — Sue
Sue Monk Kidd

Monk Kidd 3
Inspired by the true story of early-
nineteenth-century abolitionist and =
suffragist Sarah Grimké, Kidd paints a
moving portrait of two women
inextricably linked by the horrors of
slavery.

THE bt
INVENTION
OF
WINGS 7

.

Maria recommends

Citizen: An American Lyric

by Claudia Rankine

A wonderful collection of
poetry focusing on the
author's experiences of
racially charged interactions.
The poems read more like

? t very short stories, so non-

| poetry readers should not be
scared off. For those

C|T|ZtN interested in race relations in
our country today, | highly
recommend this book.

This Changes E—

Everything: Capitalism |
vs. The Climate by )
Naomi Klein %
| think climate change is &
one of the biggest issues

facing all of this today, and l
Klein takes a hard look at

the climate issues we face

and why we haven't been

able to make the necessary changes to address
the crisis. It is a more thrilling read then you
would expect.

My Struggle: Book 2 by

Karl Ove Knausgaard
This book is not going to be
for everyone, but this auto-
biographical novel was the

s

MY STRUGGLE magnificent writing |
have read in a long time.

kARh OGV:A There are six volumes but

WFA iﬁm,,}" there is no reason to go in

order, so | recommend
starting with Book 2, the best of the three volumes
that have been translated into English.




Amazing Amanda P.

I always enjoy Amanda’s list
because she reads across many
genres and always offers a variety of
recommendations. Rather than put
an annotation with each book listed
here — I'll group them a bit so you
can pick and choose appropriately.

“Ghe GREAT
GATSBY

3

The Classics —
The Chronicles of Narnia (C.S. Lewis)
The Great Gatsby (F. Scott Fitzgerald)

F-ScoTT-FITZGERALD

Contemporary Favorites

His Dark Materials — Philip Pullman
Bel Canto — Ann Patchett

The Help — Kathryn Stockett

Eat Pray Love — Elizabeth Gilbert.

A Bit of Fantasy

The Host — Stephanie Meyer
Beautiful Creatures — Kami Garcia
Beautiful Darkness — Kami Garcia

Young Adult

Eyes like Stars — Lisa Mantchev
Musician’s Daughter- Susanne Dunlap
Must Love Dogs — Claire Cook

Today’s favorites
Night Circus — Erin Morgenstern

Chick Lit
The Lucky One — Nicholas Sparks
True Colors — Kristin Hannah
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Lissa Likes...

Finding the Flow: a Guide to Leading Small
Groups and Gatherings
by Tara Miller and Jenn Peppers

"Finding the Flow is a helpful book written by
two practitioners who have lived and breathed
small groups in their local church. This book will
help every current or prospective leader of small
groups be more effective. This is must-reading
for small group leaders!"

Rumors of God: Experience the Kind of
Faith You’ve Only Heard About
by Darren Whitehead and Jon Tyson

This book is filled with passionate stories about
people who have chased after the God of the
Bible, the One who heals, delivers, and extends
grace. And, those people encountered God in a
destiny-defining way.

Community: Building Relationships within
God’s Family by Bill Hybels

Without community, we wither inside. Deep,
transparent relationships help us grow into all
God created us to be. In Community, you'll
learn how you can forge strong, meaningful ties
with others and with God.

Kitchen Confidential
by Anthony Bourdain amll:‘[:lgyl ] LSS
(Language and Content) = w=

This is a fascinating, alternately

hilarious and appalling account of Kltnl‘len
one chef's career in the restaurant

business. Bourdain, now the ﬂn"dentlal
Executive Chef at Les Halles in T

New York, regales the reader with A nllﬂk S II]III'
a behind-the-scenes look at the

kitchens of "gourmet" restaurants he has worked
and the characters he has known.

The Life Ready Woman: Thriving in a Do-It-All
World
by Shaunti Feldhahn

Whether a stay-at-home mom or an airplane-
hopping executive, a student or a senior adult, most
women need a contemporary, encouraging vision for
what it means to be a godly, biblically guided female
in the twenty-first century. best-selling author
Shaunti Feldhahn helps readers take five faith steps
drawn from the Bible that will help to define the best
life possible. Each one is easy to understand, but
requires bold faith to activate. The reward is being

ready for the deeper life that God has planned.




Paul’s Picks

When the world and domestic political scene seems daunting, it is
sometimes helpful to gain perspective from history. We can be inspired
by great leaders and take consolation from surviving poor leaders. This
year | have read several books that have provided both.

My first recommendation is to read as a trilogy three books of
American history that share a common theme — liberty — and also
share a common style -- unvarnished stories of people and their

times. | would begin with “Washington: A Life” by Ron Chernow.
Washington is shown to be a flawed military leader, a slave holder and
a person with a difficult personal life, but yet is still a brilliant leader
who can rally troops and the public around a desperate fight for
liberty. Most remarkably, when he could have taken power for himself
he twice steps aside for the greater good; first as general following the
war and later after his second term as president. | have a new
appreciation for Washington as a real and inspiring person.

Moving ahead about a hundred years, | read as a result of prior
recommendations from this group, “Empire of the Summer Moon:
Quanah Parker and the Rise and Fall of the Comanches” by S.

C. Gyne. This compelling story personalizes the cultural divides
between European settlers of the western expansion and the impact on
indigenous peoples. It gives a view of how each yearn for freedom but
often at the expense of the other. | also read another favorite of this
group, “The Warmth of Other Sons” by Isabel Wilkerson. This
moves forward another 50-100 years to the “great migration” of African
Americans from the brutal South to the still prejudicial North. Following
the story of several persons and families moving north to freedom it
details the real life struggles that provide a backdrop to today’s
headlines. Reading these books together is a moving experience. We
all yearn for freedom and equality. Our country has struggled with how
to achieve that for more than 200 years. It shows how far we have
come and yet how far we have to go.

My second recommendation comes from wanting to read a story about
a place | was visiting this summer — the Canadian Maritime Provinces.
The book is “Champlain's Dream” by David Hackett Fischer. |
admit to knowing very little about Champlain but this well written book
provides insights to a person who was the primary promoter of “New
France” in Canada. Itis a fascinating account of a man for whom there
is no known picture but yet is admired as an explorer, cartographer,
settler, politician and statesman.
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Perhaps the most interesting aspect of this biography is his enlightened view of relations with the Native

Americans. It is an inspiring biography.

My final recommendation consists of two war books. The first is “The War of 1812” by Donald R. Hickey. This is
not a particularly well written book, but it details the folly and tragedy of a little known war that was fought for
domestic political expedience based on trumped up charges (sound familiar). The war was appalling in its idiocy
but | took comfort in knowing that this country has survived such events. It did however make me reevaluate my
admiration for our city’s name sake Madison. The second book is one of a number of excellent books to have

been written around the centennial of World War I. My recommendation is “The War that Ended Peace: The
Road to 1914” by Margaret MacMiillian, a British historian. How in the world did the European civilization

jump off the cliff into the most barbaric war of the time? This book provides insights from the perspective of each of
the major powers, their leaders and their culture. Many of its lessons are as applicable today as they were then, if
only we had leaders who could learn from the past. It's a fascinating read.




Most Recommended Book this Year!!

All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony
Doerr -

A wonderfully told story that takes
you into the heart of the end of
World War two...seen through the
eyes of a young French girl who
is blind and whose family slowly
disappears into the German

LIGHT
WE
~ CANNOT

Elrene Enjoyed

My favorite books of the year are

"Life After Life" by Kate Atkinson.

A personal story of life during WWII, told with
different possible outcomes. | thought it was
fascinating, thought provoking and powerful.

The Cellist of Sarajevo by Steven Galloway

In a city under siege, four people whose lives have
been upended are ultimately reminded of what it is
to be human. A spare and haunting, wise and
beautiful novel about war and the endurance of the
human spirit and the subtle ways individuals
reclaim their humanity.

Interesting non-fiction that | am reading more as
reference that straight through are:

The Wisdom of the Enneagram by Don Richard
Riso and Russ Hudson
The Enneagram by Richard Rohr and Andreas

Ebert

Many Christians feel uneasy about the Enneagram
as a way of deepening self-awareness; this is
mostly because the test has some connections to
the Sufi religion and new age thought

You're Wearing That? That's NOT what |
Meant

You Just Don't Understand

all by Deborah Tannen

Tannen is a linguist, not a psychologist or
counselor, but all these books are about
understanding relationship

Daring Greatly by Brene Brown

A transformative new vision for the way we lead,
love,work, parent, and educate that teaches us
the power of vulnerability

the signal
and the noise

52
LOAVEg
why so many z>
predictions fail— (el
e Amanda F. fs

WILLIAM ALEXANDER

nate silver

52 Loaves of Bread - William Alexander-

The year long journey of how one man's obsession with
making the "perfect" loaf of bread takes him places like
Morocco, a monastery in France, and his own garden's
wheat crop. There is a lot of humor and some life lessons to
learn when looking into the history and complexity of bread.

The Signal and the Noise - Nate Silver- r

Silver walks us through multiple disciplines and hobbies
(economics, politics, meteorology, gambling, etc.) that rely
on predictive patterns and the strategy for finding those
patterns. His research is extensive but his explanations are
clear and concise. How to distinguish the signal from the
noise isn't always easy, but this book helps us understand
what makes prediction successful.

Deb McG liked...

Four Fish: The Future of the Last Wild Food by Paul

Greenberg gives you an eye opening first-hand view of the
current status of your favorite fish and the result of fishing
regulations that are not keeping up with the reality that the
fish are no longer there to catch. It is upbeat though with
suggestions for better regulation, ideas about whether to
promote fish farming or wild fish, etc. Very interesting if you
love eating fish and are wondering what is the most
sustainable fish to buy.

FOUR FISH

>

The Name of the Wind by Patrick Rothfuss

The riveting first-person narrative of a young man who
grows to be the most notorious magician his world has ever
seen. From his childhood in a troupe of traveling players, to

years spent as a near-feral orphan in a crime- ridden city, to
his daringly brazen yet successful bid to enter a legendary
school of magic, The Name of the Wind is a masterpiece
that transports readers into the body and mind of a wizard.
It is a high-action novel written with a poet's hand, a
powerful coming-of-age story of a magically gifted young
man, told through his eyes: to read this book is to be the
hero.

7




Matthew’s
Choices

The Scientist in the Crib by Alison Gopnik, Andrew N. Meltzoff

and Patricia K. Kuhl.

This very accessible investigation into early childhood cognitive
development draws from numerous scientific studies to describe how
even infants are participating in complex thought experiments. | read this
in the months after Lee was born and appreciated the insight into how his
little mind was already soaking up and interacting with so much
knowledge.

River Teeth by David James Duncan.

This is a book of short stories and essays from one of the best living
American authors. Faith, fishing, baseball and relationships are brought
together in these insightful and lyric celebrations of life and mystery.

The Eyre Affair by Jasper Fforde.

Amanda and | both got into Jasper Fforde this past year, and so far we
haven't found anything by him that isn't absolutely delightful. This first
book in his Thursday Next series is an imaginative romp through
alternative history and literature. With hilarious word play and delightful
genre mash ups this book is unmitigated fun. (Also recommended:
Fford's Nursery Crime series starting with The Big Over Easy.)

Zone One by Colson Whitehead.

A piece of literary zombie fiction, this book works within the expectations
of the genre to comment on meaning and mediocrity in contemporary
life. It blends horror with contemplation, and while it ends in utter
bleakness, it's a great read for anyone at all compelled in the possibilities
of post-apocalypse.

Jan’s Choice

Empty Mansions: The Mysterious Life of Huguette Clark and the
Spending of a Great Fortune by Bill Dedman and Paul Clark Jr.
Newell

This book is a rich mystery of wealth and loss as it details the life of the
W.A. Clark family whose riches were derived from copper mining in the
West. It focuses on the youngest daughter, Huguette Clark, who was a
reclusive and mysterious woman who lived into the 21% Century before
dying at the age of 104. The book is a fascinating look into the

personality and lifestyle of one of the richest women iN America .
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WILLIAM LANDAY

DEFENOING
JACOB

GENGHIS

and the Making of ¢+
MopeErN Wor
>

ERIK
LARSON

Kris enjoyed...

Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of the Lusitania-
Erik Larson

On May 1st, 1915 the Lusitania set sail on its final
voyage. That it was sunk by a German U-boat will be
news to few—and Larson’s challenge is to craft a
historical narrative leading up to the thrilling, if known,
conclusion, building anticipation in his readers along
the way.

Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern
World- Jack Weatherford

An amazing history of Genghis Khan that is both
cultural anthropology and history. | could not put it
down. Macalester professor

Tamar: A novel of espionage, passion and

betrayal. Mal Peet

A fascinating history of the Dutch resistance to the
Nazis. While it is disturbing, it is also a very
compelling mystery about characters who are not who

they appeared to be.

The Orchardist: the novel — Amanda Coplin

In her stunningly original and haunting debut novel,
Amanda Coplin evokes a powerful sense of place,
mixing tenderness and violence as she spins an
engrossing tale of a solitary orchardist who provides
shelter to two runaway teenage girls in the untamed
American West, and the dramatic consequences of
his actions.

Claire of the Sea Light-Edwidge Danticat

In interlocking stories moving back and forth in time,
Danticat weaves a beautifully rendered portrait of longing
in the small fishing town of Ville Rose in Haiti. This is a
frank look at contemporary life in Haiti, one in which hard
choices are sometimes forced upon those struggling to
feed their families and keep them together.

The Lowland — Jhumpa Lahiri oo
At the center of this heartbreaking story = THE =8
are two very different brothers. Udayan, [

the younger by 15 months, is passionate, WLA ND
idealistic and ripe for involvement in the
political rebellion in 1960s India.Pulitzer
Prize winner Lahiri’s standing increases
with each book, and this is her most

compelling yet,

Straight Man — Richard Russo

William Henry Devereaux Jr. finds himself past midlife,
chair of the English department at an academic
backwater, not having produced a book in 20 years,
embroiled in departmental politics, maybe about to lay off
colleagues, maybe on the block himself. Much goes
wrong, much of it hilarious.

The Sense of an Ending — Julian Barnes

His tale is told in two parts, by everyman narrator Tony
Webster. The first part, comprising approximately a third
of the book, reads like a coming-of-age story. The novella
flowered in its second, longer part, set 40 years later.
Now Tony is in his early 60's, amicably divorced, and a
generally content man. One day, he
receives notification of an unexpected
and frankly bewildering bequest.

GAIL TSUKIYAMA

Dreaming Water — Gail Tsukiyama
Dreaming Water is an exploration of two
of the richest and most layered human
connections that exist: mother and
daughter and lifelong friends.

Defending Jacob — William Landay

A fast, compelling, and compulsively readable courtroom
drama, Defending Jacob tells the story of a district
attorney’s son who is accused of killing a classmate

Orphan Train — Christina Baker Kline

| continue to be amazed at the things | learn about the
history of this country from reading books. Orphan Train
is based in fact; from the mid 19th century through the
first quarter of the 20th century there was no system for
dealing with orphans or what we would consider foster
children today.
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SNOW CHILD
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Moonflower Vine by Jetta Carleton
A timeless American classic rediscovered—an
unforgettable saga of a heartland family
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The Chaperone — Laura

Moriarty
The Chaperone is a captivating
novel about the woman who
chaperoned an irreverent Louise
Brooks to New York City in 1922
and the summer that would change
," them both. Laura Moriarty’s The
Chaperone illustrates how rapidly

everything, from fashion and hemlines to values
and attitudes, was changing at this time

The Snow Child A Novel — Edwin Ivey

In the 1920's Mabel and Jack settle along the
Wolverine River in Alaska. They hope the challenge
of homesteading in the wild will wipe away years of
grief and give them a fresh start. Instead, they find
that work and isolation rule

Aviator’s Wife — Melanie
Benjamin

Melanie Benjamin takes on one of
the greatest heroes of the
twentieth century in her new book,
"The Aviator's Wife." The story is
told by Anne Morrow, soon to
become Anne Morrow Lindbergh.
A fascinating historical novel.

World Below- Sue Miller

This is a wonderful story between two women at
different periods in time. The first one, Georgia was
sent to a sanatorium for her TB and found love
there. The second one, Kathy, her granddaughter,
comes to find peace within her own life as she
learns more about her grandmother's life

Silver Star — Jeannette Walls

] eannette

Walls A deeply moving novel about triumph over

adversity and about people who find a way to
love each other and the world, despite its
flaws and injustices.

Home — Marilynne Robinson

[t ey

Home is a moving and healing book about
families, family secrets, and the passing of the generations,
about love and death and faith. It is Robinson's greatest
work, an unforgettable embodiment of the deepest and
most universal emotions.

Tinkers —Paul Harding

An old man lies dying. Propped up in his living room and
surrounded by his children and grandchildren, George
Washington Crosby drifts in and out of consciousness, back
to the wonder and pain of his impoverished childhood in

Maine.

The Dinner — Herman Koch

The whole story takes place over the
course of one over-priced dinner, between " The
two brothers and their wives. An unknown Annga,
crime, committed by the two couples' fifteen Herman,
year old sons, The boys have not yet been /{(,&,
caught by the authorities in their criminal
deeds, but their parents know what they
have been up to, and the two brothers and
their respective wives are meeting at a restaurant to discuss
the dilemma over dinner .

Someone- Alice McDermott

An ordinary life--its sharp pains and unexpected joys, its
bursts of clarity and moments of confusion--lived by an
ordinary woman: this is the subject of Someone This is a
novel that speaks of life as it is daily lived; a crowning
achievement by one of the finest American writers at work
today.

Night Circus — Erin Morgenstern

Morgenstern’s dark, enchanting debut takes us to the black
and white tents of Le Cirque des Reves, a
circus that arrives without warning, simply
appearing when yesterday it was not there.
Young Celia and Marco have been cast into
a rivalry at The Night Circus, one arranged
long ago by powers they do not fully
understand. Over time, their lives become
more intricately enmeshed in a dance of
love, joy, deceit, heartbreak, and magic.

NIGHT
CIRCUS

ERIN MORGINSTERN

Ripper — Isabel Allende

An atmospheric, fast-paced mystery involving a brilliant
teenage sleuth who must unmask a serial killer in San
Francisco.
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Pastor Peter picked...

Reservation Blues
Sherman Alexie

Through the entertaining story of the rise and fall
of a Spokane garage band, Sherman Alexie
manages to pack the complexities and frustrations
of contemporary Native American Indian life on

and off the Reservation

Mark’s Favorite...

Autobiography of Red Cloud: War Leader of
the Oglalas, Edited by R. Eli Paul. Montana
Historical Society Press, 1997.

Yes, this is another adventure story as I’ve described in past
submissions. This story is also a connection to the Pine
Ridge Indian Reservation where we took our 2014 Mission
Trip and will be returning again this summer. This Rez is
where Red Cloud lived out his later years and told the
stories that became this book of his life up until the Battle of
the Big Horn. While Red Cloud lived long after that historic
battle, that battle and subsequent events marked the end of
cataclysmic changes in Oglala life. Red Cloud did not want
to speak of his life story at and following that point. Hence
we have a story of his life, and how life of the Oglala
Lakotas was from his youth until 1867.

The Oglala Sioux or Lakota are one of the twelve Sioux
bands. Red Cloud was one of their leading and highly
successful war chiefs. Another notable Oglala war chief of
that time was Crazy Horse. Red Cloud was a key leader in
the work of the Oglalas to first defend rights to use the land
they inhabited, and subsequently to defend the rights
granted to the Oglala by treaty.

What is stunning about this book is the depiction of Oglala
life in general and Red Cloud’s activities specifically. The
sheer distances he covered during hunts and raiding parties
is remarkable to someone that knows something of that land
between the Missouri River as it runs through central South
Dakota and eastern Nebraska and the Rocky Mountains to
Bozeman Montana. The depiction of travel on this land
before white settlement is beautiful. Aspects of Oglala life
seem highly ordered and civilized in many respects, while
the controlled violence against other tribes seems savage in
other respects (although not to the levels brought to the
region by the U.S. Army that you can read about in other
books). In the end, this is a moving story of a way of life
that is now gone. A great read whether or not you are
joining the Mission trip to the Pine Ridge Rez.
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The Black House - Peter May.

The story is set on the island of Lewis in Scotland
a police officer from Edinburgh is sent to the
island to investigate a murder. In doing so he also
starts a journey into his own troubled past on this
island. Very well written. It probably helped that |
have been on this island and seen the black
houses.

The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins

It is a fascinating story set in London but the first
third made me want to quit reading the book. It
seemed to be a story about an alcoholic woman
who rides the train to and from London daily but
then it became so much more.

The Boston Girl by Anita Diamant

The last book | read by her was the Red Tent.
This book is the story of a Jewish grandmother in
Boston telling her story to her youngest
granddaughter .very well written Story of several
generations

All the Light We Cannot See - Anthony Doerr

A story set in WW11. It follows a German boy and a
French blind girl as their lives finally intersect. A very
well written book

Jewelweed - David Rhodes

This book begins fifteen years after Driftless and uses
some of the same characters. Also extremely well
written.

Being Mortal - Atui Gawande

Looks at how we want elderly people treated. What will
make them comfortable and happy. It also helps us
deal with end of life issues. The book is short and an
easy read but the topic is not easy.

Still Life- Louise Penny

The first of her series of books set in Quebec at a small
town of three pines. | have read all her books and it
was fun to go back to the first and realize how she had
developed her characters. This series is much more
than a mystery book. Her characters are very well
developed and there is much more to it than solving
the crime.

Flight Behavior - Barbara Kingsolver
A fascinating book about butterflies and also about
people behavior

Sandcastle Girls - Chris Bohjalian

An unforgettable historical novel about the Armenian
genocide " it is setin 1915-16 and in the present. It will
get you to go and research this history that seems to
repeat itself today in Syria. | had an Armenian high
school history teacher so | knew some of this from him.
His father was in a hospital when he was shot by Turks
while his wife was there visiting.

My Beloved World- Sonia Solomayor

The story of how a child raised in public housing by an
alcoholic father and an often- missing mother could
become the first Latina member of the Supreme Court.

Lila - Marianne Robinson

This book begins before Robinson wrote Gilead and
helps us understand the relationship there between the
pastor and his much younger wife.

Louise Pennjf
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Simply Christian by NT Wright

A modern take on what CS Lewis did with Mere Christianity (I guess you have to use initials instead of your real
name to write this kind of book). NT Wright is well worth reading on any subject so this was very satisfying.
Empress Orchid by Anchee Min

Story of the last empress of China. Fascinating story and history.

The Language of Flowers by Vanessa Diffenaugh

Wonderful story of grace and acceptance and finding your calling in a flower store. Great read.

Life After Life by Kate Atkinson

The many potential stories of one woman Ursula told many ways depending on which one she takes. It
was a bit unsettling but a fascinating read. Kate Atkinson is wonderful.

The Good Lord Bird by James McBride

A creatively told story of a black boy who masquerades as a girl and links up with the John Brown family during the
Kansas Troubles and the attack on Harpers Ferry. He is a wonderful writer. | will read more of his.

Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng

EVERYTHING

The story of a couple who meet at Harvard (he is a Chinese American and she is an
only child of a single mother) and get married. It is the story of people who always
feel different yet how families don't let each other be real with each other and how
things go terribly wrong. Would be a great discussion book and such a poignant
read. Highly recommend it.

TOLD YOU
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Gunnard’s Great Books...

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

If you have not read the Pulitzer Prize winning novel of 1961 | encourage you to read it. Harper Lee is the only
author to win the Pulitzer Prize for a first novel. To Kill a Mockingbird follows the life of Scout Finch as she
comes of age in the segregated south after the Depression. It looks injustice from the point of view of a
youngster, wisdom from a single dad, discipline from a black housekeeper, and friendship from an allusive

town resident. An amazing cast of characters make this story a fantastic read. Harper Lee's second book, Go

Set a Watchman,is a sequel to her first novel and will be released in July 2015.
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The Invisible Thread by Laura Schroff and Alex Tresniowski

An ancient Chinese proverb states, "An invisible thread connects those who are destined to meet, regardless of
time, p[lace, and circumstance. The thread may stretch or tangle. But it will never break."

Laura, a successful business woman, passes Maurice, a ten-year old panhandle on a street in Manhattan. Within
seconds she feels a strong urge to turn around and the invisible thread of the Chinese proverb connects them. They
meet every Monday for many years which deepens their friendship and love for each other. Maurice's life on the
street is stereotypical. No home. Drug addicted mother. Absent father. His journey from boy to adult is "tangled"”
as the proverb suggests. Laura's story might surprise the reader. Her journey to young professional has its own
"tangles." Maurice did not make it on his own. At the same time it seems unlikely that meeting Laura once a week
(what occasional Saturdays, Thanksgivings, and Christmases) could have such a powerful affect on a youngster
living on the streets of Manhattan. Apparently the invisible thread never does break. If you liked the Glass Castle by
Jeannette Walls you will like this amazing, against-the-odds success story.

Susan says...

For One More Day by Mitch Albom is the story of a mother and a son, and a relationship that covers a lifetime
and beyond. It explores the question: What would you do if you could spend one more day with a lost loved one?
As a child, Charley “Chick” Benetto was told by his father, “You can be a mama’s boy or a

daddy’s boy, but you can’t be both.” So he chooses his father, only to see the man f
disappear when Charley is on the verge of adolescence.

A lhom
Decades later, Charley is a broken man. His life has been crumbled by alcohol and regret. Mitch ATD

He loses his job. He leaves his family. He hits bottom after discovering his only daughter
has shut him out of her wedding. And he decides to take his own life.

He makes a midnight ride to his small hometown, with plans to do himself in. But upon
failing even to do that, he staggers back to his old house, only to make an astonishing
discovery. His mother -- who died eight years earlier -- is still living there, and welcomes
him home as if nothing ever happened.




Jen Stehley’s reads... The Martian

"The Martian" by Andy Weir
Mark Watney is abandoned on Mars by his space crew after his

presumed death during an emergency evacuation. He spends the /
rest of the book scrapping together whatever he can to survive until ==

some discovers that he is still alive and on Mars. A very
entertaining book of resourcefulness, and different than other Mars
sci-fi books.

FM. ESSTEDMAN
"The Light Between Oceans" by M L Stedman -
| found the first half of this book to be fantastic, spellbinding. Difficult decisions by the characters LIGHT
made the latter part a bit gut-wrenching, but it was worth reading through to the end. | wanted to BFTWFFN
just reread the first part over and over. OCE [.,)JNS
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SR ATCHETE PRATCHETT LIRSS " Truckers", "Diggers", and "Wings" by Terry Pratchett (the
A N = _#\ Bromeliad trilogy)

s & Wonderful books. | found myself reading the intro to "Truckers" the day

that Terry Pratchett died and was compelled to finish the entire

trilogy. From the introduction:

"Concerning Gnomes and time: Gnomes are small. On the whole, small

creatures don't live for a long time. But perhaps they do live fast. Let me

explain..." and at the end of the introduction, "The faster you live, the more time stretches out. To a gnome, a

year lasts as long as 10 years does to a human. Remember it, don't let it concern you. They don't. They don't

even know."

i 3 =
"Jar City" and "Silence of the Grave" by Arnaldur Indridason HTI %
An Icelandic mystery author that David's daughter, Hannah, picked up in " ", 1 5
Iceland. It was something different from the Henning Mankell and Jo Nesbo b ‘e q
books that have been filling my bookshelves. | especially like that in Iceland, i
everyone is on a first-name basis and no last names are used, no matter what || ""H‘ &
the ranking is of an individual. | enjoyed both books (the first two in a series), {11/
but Hannah preferred "Silence of the Grave ki el =

’mg)ljll. .

"The White Lioness" by Henning Mankell
I know we recommend the Wallander series often, but this book is just incredible. It was
passed all around our family this winter.
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The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness - Michelle Alexander —  The New Jim Crow
non fiction

Michelle Alexander makes a strong case for her argument that the Justice system has created _:(

a new/improved system of Jim Crow.

Sarah Recommends...

Please Don't Come Back from the Moon - Dean Bakopoulos —

fiction, Salinger-esque in some ways, good for folks who may have liked "The Things
They Carried" by Tim O'Brien

The summer Michael Smolij turns sixteen, his father disappears. One by one other men also
vanish from the blue-collar neighborhood outside Detroit where their fathers before them had
lived, raised families, and, in a more promising era, worked. As Bakopoulos writes in an

= author's note, the book is a kind of elegy for his father's generation of downtrodden working-

¥ [t class men, but their disappointments are tempered by the modest hopes and ambitions of
their sons in this gentle and moving tale.

Why I'm Like This - Cynthia Kaplan —

non fiction, short stories, humor

This book was so much fun to read, that | finished it in 2 nights (and I'm not a fast reader). One
reason | read it so quickly was because | could relate to almost every story she tells. Another
was that it was laugh-out-loud-funny even when the subject matter was sad. | highly
recommend this collection of essays to anyone who enjoys reading writing that is genuinely
funny, entertaining, and honest -- as opposed to writing that seeks to impress with its
cleverness

Racial Domination, Racial Progress: The Sociology of Race in America — Matthew Desmond, Mustafa
Emirbayer -
non fiction

Examines how race is not a matter of separate entities but of systems of social relations, this text unpacks how
race works in the political, economic, residential, legal, educational, aesthetic, associational, and intimate fields of
social life.

On Our Way: Christian Practices for Living a Whole Life - Dorothy Bass, Susan Briehl

non fiction é

On Our Way is a collection of essays that | wish I'd have read right out of college as it talks () o

about Christianity holistically. It lives in the questions that we live in without getting legalistic. < TO
Jesus for President: Politics for Ordinary Radicals - Shane Claiborne, Chris Haw ror e 8 W I . -
non fiction ‘

Here is the must-read election-year book for Christian Americans. What should Christians do when
allegiances to the state clash with personal faith?

And — last but not least - "authors worth mentioning'’ section, I would include Sharon Kay
Penman for her historical fiction and anything by Jhumpa Lahiri.
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