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“To read is to fly: it is to soar to a point of vantage which gives a view over wide terrains of history,
human variety, ideas, shared experience and the fruits of many inquiries.”

- A C Gravling.

American Dervish - Ayad
Akhtar

Hayat Shah is a young American in
love for the first time. His normal
life of school, baseball, and video
games had previously been
distinguished only by his Pakistani
heritage and by the frequent chill
between his parents, who fight over
things he is too young to
understand. Then Mina arrives, and
everything changes.

Financial Times (in a review of A Historv of Reading bv Alberto Manguel)

Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption -
Laura Hillenbrand

On a May afternoon in 1943, an Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean and
disappeared, leaving only a spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on the ocean
surface, a face appeared. It was that of a young lieutenant, the plane’s bombardier, who was
struggling to a life raft and pulling himself aboard. So began one of the most extraordinary odysseys
of the Second World War.

Still Alice
Lisa Genova

Still Alice is a compelling debut novel about a 50-year-old
woman's sudden descent into early onset Alzheimer's
disease, written by first-time author Lisa Genova, who holds
a Ph. D in neuroscience from Harvard University.

Sarah Howard

Sharon Kay Penman is a great author of
historical fiction. She is a brilliant historian
and a moving storyteller, always true to the
evidence we have about her subjects and
painting her characters with striking realism
and a heart-wrenching kind of humanity that
will forever change the way we remember
figures like Richard I1I or Eleanor of
Acquataine.

The Sunne in Splendour is Penman’s re-
examination of the life of Richard III. Using
evidence written during his life, she makes an effort
to dispel the myths created by his successor Henry
Tudor’s propaganda campaign against Richard and
his House of York. Tudor was simply using the
traditional tools available to him to legitimize his
reign-little did he know his historian’s
exaggerations and fabrications would give rise to
one of the most false and most believed myths of all
time. Thanks to Tudor and a helping hand from
Shakespeare, the real Richard III has been forgotten
in favor of a hunchbacked tyrant, a miserable an

Penman has also written a four-part series about the
beginning of the Plentagenet kings (Richard was the
last of that line.) The death of Henry I launched one
of the most turbulent periods of english history as
his daughter and named successor Maude (or
Matilda) and her cousin Stephen battled for the
crown. An ignominious end to Stephen’s life placed
Maude’s son Henry on the throne, one of the best-
known figures in English history. The books that
follow depict the length of Henry’s reign and tell a
shocking tale of scheming and betrayal, husband
against wife, father against sons. Perhaps the most
turbulent family in history, one must have a sense of
the ridiculous to appreciate just how far Henry,
Eleanor and their sons were wiling o go for power.
These books will have you on the edge of your seat,
mouth agape at the absurdity of this family’s sense
of reality but the humanity with which Penman
paints her characters is undeniable and will have
you crying out in frustration and feeling.

Typ¢

lacking merit or moral fiber. Penman’s picture is
quite different, and a great step toward righting the
wrongs history has committed in the case of Richard
1. This ambitious read is made fast work by
Penman'’s supreme sense of character and the
richness of the period of itself.

When Christ and his Saints Slept
Time and Chance
Devil’s Brood

Lionheart




Kris Brown

American Boy - Larry Watson

Matthew Garth’s story of the shooting of a young woman on Thanksgiving Day 1962 sets off a chain of
unsettling events in Willow Falls, Minnesota. Matthew first sees Louisa Lindahl in Dr. Dunbar’s home
office, and at the time her bullet wound makes nearly as strong an impression as her unclothed body.
Fueled over the following weeks by his feverish longing for this mysterious woman—as well as by a
deep desire for the comfort and affluence that appears to surround the Dunbars—Matthew finds
himself drawn into a series of confrontations he never expected, the results of which will change his
life irrevocably and give life to his version of the American dream.

Salvage the Bones - Jesmyn Werd (This book won the 2011 National Book Award -

but you should know that it includes dog fighting)

A hurricane is building over the Gulf of Mexico, threatening the coastal town of Bois Sauvage, Mississippi, and Esch's father is
growing concerned. A hard drinker, largely absent, he doesn't show concern for much else. Esch and her three brothers are stocking
food, but there isn't much to save. Lately, Esch can't keep down what food she gets; she's fourteen and pregnant. Her brother Skeetah
is sneaking scraps for his prized pitbull's new litter, dying one by one in the dirt. Meanwhile, brothers Randall and Junior try to stake

their claim in a family long on child's play and short on parenting.

A big-hearted novel about familial love and community against all odds, and a wrenching look at the lonesome, brutal, and restrictive

realities of rural poverty, Salvage the Bones is muscled with poetry, revelatory, and real.

The Warmth of Other Sons - Isabel Wilkerson

In this epic, beautifully written masterwork, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Isabel Wilkerson chronicles one of the great untold
stories of American history: the decades-long migration of black citizens who fled the South for northern and western cities, in
search of a better life. From 1915 to 1970, this exodus of almost six million people changed the face of America. She
interviewed more than a thousand people, and gained access to new data and official records, to write this definitive and
vividly dramatic account of how these American journeys unfolded, altering our cities, our country, and ourselves.

Deb McGill

Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese
I loved this book. It takes place mostly in Ethiopia so you learn
about the place and its people along the way. But what swept
me in were the characters. Marion and Shiva are twin brothers
y&e born of a secret union between a beautiful Indian nun and a

E brash British surgeon at a mission hospital in Addis Ababa.
# Orphaned by their mother’s death in childbirth and their
father’s disappearance and raised by two Indian doctors, the
twins come of age as Ethiopia hovers on the brink of revolution. The book
has a Jodi Piccoult-like story line which I won't spoil by detailing it here. It
is a fascinating read.

Play to Win by Larry Wilson and Hersch Wilson

This book is not what the title seems. It is about choosing growth over
fear in work and life (i.e., playing to win by making conscious, objective
choices and taking risks vs. playing "not to lose" by taking the safe
route). It is a wonderful book that helps you look at life differently. One
mantra is that everyone has 83 problems. And if you manage to succeed
in solving them, you will be rewarded with 83 more. That life, and growth,
happen through problem solving which should be embraced rather than
avoided. The book is wonderfully written and fun. It lays out a path
toward emotional maturity and compels the reader to embrace it
wholeheartedly and never look back.

Ruth Hallblade

I loved Sarah’s Key (Tatiana de
Rosnay)

It had a wonderful story mixed with some
history. Paris, July 1942: Sarah, a ten-
year-old girl, is taken with her parents by
the French police as they go door to door
arresting Jewish families in the middle of
the night. Desperate to protect her younger
brother, Sarah locks him in a bedroom
cupboard—their secret hiding place—and
promises to come back for him as soon as
they are released.

I am now reading Bill O'Reilly's Killing
Lincoln

“A riveting historical narrative of the heart-
stopping events surrounding the
assassination of Abraham Lincoln, and the
first work of history from mega-bestselling
author Bill O'Reilly”.




Lowell Nordling

- A

Whistling Season Ivan Doig (2007) LT BIN

A novel set in early 1900's in "Maria"s Coulee" Montana. Oliver and his three sons decided that, some months after the
mother died, they should have a housekeeper. They answered an ad in the Minneapolis paper for a Rose Llewellyn, an "A-1
housekeeper" who "Can't cook but doesn't bite". She showed up with her "font-of-knowledge" brother, Moris, and life was
never the same in Maria's Coulee. Morris is pressed into service as a teacher who doesn't have the credentials to teach but
he turns out to be a remarkable teacher in the one room school of rambunctious kids. The story is told from the
perspective of a man, the oldest son, looking back at the experience from position of one sent out by the State
Board of Education with the role of determining which of these one-room schools should be closed. Just a few
illustrations of the phraseology that was so interesting: "The Rembrandt light of memory, finicky magical and
faithful at the same time..." (p153), "the circumference of love depends on the angle you see it from" (p 304),

and "Even when it stands vacant the past is never empty" (p344)

"A paean to a vanished way of life and the eccentric individuals and idiosyncratic institutions that made it
fertile, The Whistling Season is Ivan Doig at his evocative best."

The Honk and
@ Holler

##I Opening Soon
%'l Billie Letts (2004)

. A returned Viet Nam
veteran returns to his
home in Oklahoma and
eventually decides to

open a restaurant by the
side of the road. Molly O has the
sigh made and twelve years later it
has not been changed. This novel,
probably too true but not factual, is
of how the disabled Nam vet-Caney,
Molly O-his surrogate mother, a Viet
Namese immigrant-Bui (who decides
he wants to work as handyman), a
"lady of the road"-Vena, (who stops
off and decides they need a car hop,
even if they have never had one),
Brenda-a daughter and Helen along
with some of the customers, interact
and the relationships that develop.
Caney struggles with the fact he
wasn't injured in battle but in falling
from a helicopter, which results in his
being confined him to a wheel chair.
It is amusing, and touching, and
troubling to watch them work this
out, to the extent they do.

Trudy Nordling
NP

Instant City: Life and Death in Karachi
Steve Inskeep (2011)

As Inskeep so aptly puts it, we are now living
in the age of the "instant city," when new
megacities can emerge practically overnight,
creating a host of unique pressures
surrounding land use, energy, housing, and %

STEVE INSKEEP

INSTANT
(G 8 D

the environment. The co-host of Morning
Edition explores how this epic migration has
transformed one of the world's most intriguing
instant cities: Karachi, Pakistan. From 350,000
people in 1941 to over 13 million today and
the growth and expansion have not been well
managed. Through interviews with people who have been
responsible for planning and execution of this growth he
discovers the hopes and failures, graft and corruption, as well
as the great pressure to control that have been a part of its
development

"As Inskeep underscores, one of the great ironies of Karachi's
history is that the decision to divide Pakistan and India along
religious lines in 1947 only unleashed deeper divisions within
the city-over religious sect, ethnic group, and political party. In
Instant City, Inskeep investigates the 2009 bombing of a Shia
religious procession that killed dozens of people and led to
further acts of terrorism, including widespread arson at a
popular market. As he discovers, the bombing is in many ways
a microcosm of the numerous conflicts that divide Karachi."
It's importance is underscored by the fact that all our troops,
and their arms, in Afghanistan flow through Karachi, which is
good for the city but also makes it very vulnerable to attack.
This book gives one some sense of what the world is like
"beyond the headlines."

My entry would be New York, the novel by Edward Rutherfurd. It takes you through historical

YGP\K events from the beginning when the Indians landed on Manhattan Island, by following the “Master”

EDWARD
RUTHERFURD

family through these events, and its impact on society. It’s a wonderful way to learn history.




Deb Meyer

One Thousand
Autumns of Jacob de
Zoet by David
Mitchell -

great sweep of history
and compelling story

A Short History of
Tractors in
Ukranian by
Mariana Lewycka - a
wild, delightful, grace-
filled story

MARIA LETRRA
—
a Vfﬁvqlv'ﬂlxléry
of Jractors in

UKRAINIAN

Major Pettigrew's
Last Stand by
Helen Simonson -
one of my favorite
reads ever

I
LAST STAND

A sweet story set in
England. The Major is a
typical stiff upper lip
English man who tries to keep his greedy
relatives, including his son,

to get possession of a pair of hunting
rifles. He finds an ally in

Jasmine a Pakistani woman. Though their
backgrounds are very

different, their moral values and interests
are similar. (Ann-Britt)

The Call by Yannick
Murphy - most unusual
style, lovely book
complete with aliens,
illness and care for each
other

The Art of Fielding by Chad
Harbach - engaging story and almost a
great one; watch this author - very
promising

Ann-Britt Keillor
Believing the Lie by Elizabeth

¢ George

This is the 17th of Inspector Lynley mystery
books. Lynley is asked to

come and investigate a seemingly accidental
drowning. Bringing two

friends with him, they get caught up in a
series of possibilities and

in a series of lies.

Bury Your Dead
by Louise Penny ke it
The 6th book in the . BU RY
series set in =~ YOUR
Quebec. Here she k EAD
spins three stories s li
into one. ai ;

LOUISE PENNY
A Trick of Light

by Louise Penny

This is the 7th book of the same
series.

The Tiger's Wife by Te'a Obreht

I found this book to be very complicated. It is
set in the Balkans after WWII and is a
combination of fact and myth. A young girl is
in search of her grandfather who has died in a
small remote village.

During this search there are stories of an
escaped zoo tiger, a man who couldn't die,
and among other stories a deaf/mute woman
known as the Tiger's wife.

State of Wonder by Ann Patchett

I don't know how to describe this story. Dr.
Marina Singh travels to the
Amazon to find out about her
colleague Anders Ecklund who
they are told has died. The
main scientist, Annick
Swenson, is trying to isolate a
compound which makes
women able to have children
into old age. It is full of intrigue and
difficulties. Ann Patchett is a great storyteller.

The Elegance of the Hedgehog by
Muriel Barbery

Muriel Barbery
The Elegance
of the Hedgehog

I had to read this with
a dictionary by my
side. It is set in Paris
and tells the story of
Renee the concierge
and a twelve year old
girl

Paloma who lives in
the building. The concierge is highly
intelligent

and educated but tries to conceal this
from those around her. When

the story ends you are disappointed
because it should have continued

and ended differently.

Plus any mystery book by Swedes,
Norwegians, and Icelanders

Also Lee Child, J A Jance, James
Patterson's Women's Murder Club
novels. He also wrote one with Liza
Marklund called the Postcard

Killers.

Patterson writes outlines and then has
other authors write the story.

ONE MORE FROM DEB MEYER

A Secret Gift by
Ted Gup
nonfiction
recounting of a
grandfathers gift . y!
during the pe—-
depression and
what his grandson,
a journalist, finds
out about his
grandfather

A SECRET GIFT

TED GUP




EMMA DONOGHUE

Room: A Novel
Emma Donoghue

To five-year-old-Jack, Room is the
world. It's where he was born, it's
where he and his Ma eat and sleep
and play and learn. At night, his Ma
shuts him safely in the wardrobe,
where he is meant to be asleep when
Old Nick visits. Room is home to
Jack, but to Ma it's the prison where
she has been held for seven years.
Through her fierce love for her son,
she has created a life for him in this
eleven-by-eleven-foot space. But
with Jack's curiosity building
alongside her own desperation, she
knows that Room cannot contain
either much longer.

Skeletons at the Feast -
Chris Bohjalian

A masterful love story set against a
backdrop of epic history and
unforgettable courage

In the waning months of World
War I, a small group of people
begin the longest journey of their
lives. At the center is eighteen-
year-old Anna, the daughter of
Prussian aristocrats, and her first
love, a twenty-year-old Scottish
prisoner of war named Callum.
With his boyish good looks and his
dedication to her family, he has
captured Anna’s heart. But he is
the enemy, and their love must
remain a closely guarded secret.
Only Manfred, a twenty-six-year-
old Wehrmacht corporal, knows
the truth. And Manfred, who is not
what he seems to be, is reluctantly
taken with Anna, just as she finds
herself drawn uncomfortably to
him.

PIPER KERMAN

Orange is the New Black:
My Year in a Women'’s
Prison - Piper Kerman

With a career, a boyfriend, and a
loving family, Piper Kerman barely
resembles the reckless young
woman who delivered a suitcase of
drug money ten years ago. But that
past has caught up with her.
Convicted and sentenced to fifteen
months at the infamous federal
correctional facility in Danbury,
Connecticut, the well-heeled Smith
College alumna is now inmate
#11187-424—one of the millions
of women who disappear “down
the rabbit hole” of the American
penal system... Heartbreaking,
hilarious, and at times enraging,
Kerman’s story offers a rare look
into the lives of women in prison—
why it is we lock so many away
and what happens to them when
they’re there.

Children and Fire - Ursula
Hegi (I love Ursula Hegi!)

Also set in Burgdorf, Germany,
Hegi’s Children and Fire tells the
story of a single day that will
forever transform the lives of the
townspeople. At the core of this
remarkable novel is the question
of how one teacher—gifted and
joyful, passionate and inventive—
can become seduced by
propaganda during the early
months of Hitler’s regime and
encourage her ten-year-old
students to join the “Hitler-Jugend”
with its hikes and songs and
bonfires. Membership, she
believes, will be a step toward
better schools, better
apprenticeships.

NATIONAL BESTSELLER

BORN TO RUN

A Hidden Tribe, Superathletes,

and the Greatest Race the World

Has Never Seen

Christophe
v

—

L

Born to

Run - Christopher
McDougall (my favorite gift
foryoung adults)

Isolated by Mexico's deadly
Copper Canyons, the blissful
Tarahumara Indians have honed
the ability to run hundreds of
miles without rest or injury. In a
riveting narrative, award-winning
journalist and often-injured
runner Christopher McDougall sets
out to discover their secrets. In the
process, he takes his readers from
science labs at Harvard to the sun-
baked valleys and freezing peaks
across North America, where ever-
growing numbers of ultra-runners
are pushing their bodies to the
limit, and, finally, to a climactic
race in the Copper Canyons that
pits America’s best ultra-runners
against the tribe. McDougall’s
incredible story will not only
engage your mind but inspire your
body when you realize that you,
indeed all of us, were born to run.

Still being Recommended by Arbor Folks

The Help - Kathryn Stockett Iliked the
movie butIloved the book.

Devil in the White City - Erik Larson The
book was amazing - I loved the part
about the World’s Fair in Chicago. Not
so crazy about the murder mystery that
was woven into the story. Erik Larson’s
new book In the Garden of Beasts: Love,
Terror, and an American Family in
Hltler’s Berlin will be released May 1,
2012.

Zeitoun - Dave Eggers This “historical
narrative” is set in New Orleans during
Hurricane Katrina. It describes the
story of survival, love, and resilience in
a family.

More picks from Kris



Mark Hanson

Farthest North: The Epic Adventure of a Visionary Explorer by Fridtjof Nansen, Originally published by
Harper & Brothers in 1897. Copyright 2008 by Skyhorse Publishing, Inc. Review by Mark Hanson.

As you may have noted from previous reviews, I’'m a fan of natural history and wilderness exploration.
Farthest North provides a large dose of those, along with some insightful cultural history of Norway and
to some degree the polar scientific community as they existed about the time most of my great
grandparents were coming to the U.S. from Sweden in the 1890’s. Family, community, Christmas
celebrations, Easter Celebrations, nods to Viking mythology, national pride, and team cohesion are
subtexts to this adventure.

Nansen was a young Norwegian scientist and explorer eager to explore the far north, and possibly be
the first to reach the North Pole. The Polar area was very much a blank spot on the map, with no one
knowing if their might be land there or nearby, shallow sea, or deep sea. Expeditions from various
countries had made forays into the North, some with tragic results and others with stories of survival
under harrowing circumstances. Some expeditions returned while others disappeared, but the net result
was an emerging understanding of what lay to the North. Nansen had been part of a previous expedition
in Greenland, and had now assembled an incredible Norwegian expedition in terms of equipment, a
small, well selected team, and other resources to explore a theory about how the ice moved in the polar
region, and how that movement would enable the expedition to travel to the far north and then beyond
emerging eventually near Greenland (with a treasure trove of scientific information), or so the theory
went.

The expedition was planned for a long time frame (more than year) and the book is appropriately a long
read. Parts read fast, while others get bogged down but are nevertheless interesting. The severity of
conditions, uncertainty, fortitude, and reflections on the mental state of the parties make for an almost
unbelievable and rewarding read. | wonder whether a current scientist/explorer would be able to
persevere, especially in the use of the sled dogs.

I'll not tell you how this comes out, as | don’t want to spoil the story, but let me know if you take on this
challenge (just reading it that is).

Peter Morris

The first is Eric Mextaxas' Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy

It is a gripping biographical account of Dietrich Bonhoeffer that chronicles his life as a youth spent in a well-established and well-
regarded, intellectual family to his martyrdom at the hands of Germany's Nazi Regime. Along the wayi, it tells the story of young
man with convictions who learned in the halls of Germany's most influential theological institutions before taking his place as one of
its most important dissenting theological voices. Bonhoeffer's life recounts Germany as it headed towards World War II. Most
effectively the book examines how the church was manipulated by the desperate feelings of the German people, to scapegoat the
Jewish population and resist the influence of the broader church and the burgeoning movement of ecumenism. In the developing
religious and political climate Bonhoeffer's voice nearly stands alone. He called people to a faith that stands with Christ even in a
country that did not and it cost him his life.

Another is The Pastor by Eugene Peterson

This book is a memoir that recounts the life of a man whose scholarship, translations, and critiques of culture and
Christianity's capitulation to it, continue to serve the church well. It maps out his life, from his humble beginnings
in rural Montana to his effective ministry as a church planter and pastor in Maryland to his time as a teacher and
scholar. Essential in his story is his relationship and true partnership with his wife, their insistence that the gospel
of Jesus Christ, rooted in the story in the story of Old Testament remains fresh and challenging and life giving, and
that we must resist the temptation of allowing it to be co-opted by the prevailing influence of suburban American
culture.




