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Dreaming Dreams
Tamsin bought a new ornament that
arrived just in time for us to hang on
our tree when we decorated on Friday. On it are etched the words
“Our First Pandemic 2020.” I suppose that we will hang it every
year to remind us of a year we surely won’t forget.
The pandemic, a long overdue reckoning over racism and
inequality combined with an exhausting campaign season (the
dust from which still lingers) all contribute to a year that’s unlike
any before and promise to intensify this year’s Advent
experience.
As we wait this year for the arrival of Christ, we also wait for life
to return to some sort of normal. As we prepare to receive Christ,
we also prepare to receive whatever will come next after a series
of unprecedented occurrences.
Advent is always an inflection point. It’s always a space where
hope finds culmination, where fear finds resolution. It’s always a
time set aside to wait, to prepare, to learn the lessons taught when
we cling to patient expectations that can’t be rushed. It’s always
a space to fix our eyes on the flickering flame of approaching
light even as we dwell in darkness that brightens slowly.
But this year everything about “our first pandemic” has raised the stakes of Advent. Everything we’ve experienced
heightens our need for Advent: our need to see something on the horizon,
our need for light to dawn, our need for goodness to breakthrough and breakdown the walls that keep us separate
and alone, our need for joy to take root amidst so much grief and confusion.
Ours is far from the first time that crisis and confusion have colored a people’s experience. Many parts of scripture
address communities ravaged by crises, one of them is the book of Joel. The struggle there and then stemmed from
a plague of locusts that had devoured the people’s agricultural resources and threatened their survival. The prophet
responded to that community’s desperation and grief with a call for the people to renew relationships and reorient
their lives along with an appeal to the promise and necessity of dreams.
For Joel (in chapter 2) that promise revolves around the sort of dreams that would take shape if the people opened
their hearts to God — the dreams that materialize if they turned towards God, and by extension to each other,
dreams filled with the possibility that repentance brings…and by repentance I’m not referring to shame-filled regret,
but to the ongoing process of reorienting our lives, remembering who God is and who we and our neighbors are as
God’s beloved. As Joel tells it, the dreams that would result would enliven the whole community — young and old,
rich and poor, every gender, every identity, every person, every life wide open to a future full of the possibilities that
flow out of God’s loving spirit. For Joel, the message to a people in crisis is the urgent invitation of dreams.
As we enter advent in this year of our first pandemic, the same may be true for us. The message we may need might
be the urgent invitation of dreams. We may need encouragement to dream dreams about a different future, to dream
dreams of new possibilities God might be revealing, to let those dreams reshape us and prompt us to action.

May the words that follow serve as an invitation:
Advent is a season when we retell a story that is rooted in particulars,
a starry night
a small town called Bethlehem,
shepherds, foreigners, livestock,
a young family,
an infant
In these specifics we remember the arrival of love,
vulnerable and dependent
But somehow endowed with disruptive potential that changes everything.
Consequently, the story grows beyond the specifics of time and place
to incarnate the constant in-breaking of God’s redemptive impulse
to renew and recreate all things —
seen and unseen
everywhere and always.
And so we remember this story…retell it, rehearse its steps
Aware of fears and tensions that surround it and us
Celebrating the Creator’s inclination to save
and creation’s consent to salvation
All while we ready ourselves to echo Mary’s “let it be so…” with our own…
Now we wait, we prepare, and we begin to dream dreams
We dream of what God makes possible,
We dream of what this story in its particulars and its scope
means for us and our communities.
We dream of what God will do and what we will do in response.
Amen.
Pastor Peter Morris

Notes about our schedule for the rest of Advent:
• Sunday Zoom Gatherings will continue at 10:30. They will be hosted on Foundry 414’s Zoom account (ID code:
953 975 8843, password: foundry)
• On Monday December 21 at 7pm, Arbor, Foundry 414, and Memorial UCC will gather together on Zoom for a
Longest Night Service which will serve as a time for prayer, music, lament, and hope. A zoom link along with a
password will be shared as that evening draws near.
Finally, for Christmas Eve, a prerecorded service will be made available that you are welcome to watch during a
time that fits in with your Christmas celebrations. Directions about how to access that service will be shared closer
to that day.
This year we will have collaborative worship services with Foundry 414 and some new partnerships with Memorial
UCC. Another development is the use of some materials from an organization called Sanctified Arts. Among those materials is
the attached set of Advent Devotions. Feel free to download and use them, if you'd like a paper copy, let Pastor Peter know,
and he'll try to get you one early next week.

Common Wealth Development
Clarifying conversations occurred recently with Common Wealth Development over the potential affordable housing project on
our property. We are working to firm up some of the terms on their initial offer. We are also starting to work on a preliminary
legal review of the offer. Once those things are established details will be presented to the congregation for discussion before
any actions are taken.

“Those Who Dream Change Everything”
Those were the closing words from Pastor Peter in the joint Advent service with Foundry this morning. Those
words came after reading an opinion pieces by Pope Francis in this morning’s New York Times (11/29/2020) and
reading the Book of Numbers during the Sunday Morning Small Study Group. One does not immediately think of
Numbers when thinking about Advent. So, what’s the connection in these items?
Quoting from Pope Francis in the article A Crisis Reveals What Is in Our Hearts:
“This is a moment to dream big, to rethink our priorities—what we value, what we want, what we seek—and to
commit to act in our daily life on what we have dreamed of.
God asks us to dare to create something new. We cannot return to the false securities of the political and
economic systems we had before the crisis. We need economies that give to all access to the fruits of creation, to
the basic needs of life: to land, lodging, and labor. We need a politics that can integrate and dialogue with the
poor, the excluded, and the vulnerable, that gives people a say in the decisions that affect their lives. We need to
slow down, take stock and design better ways of living together on this earth.”
In Numbers 15 it says, “You and the foreigner shall be the same before the Lord.”
For some months now, we have dared to begin dreaming of working with others to provide a different type of a
community in an area that is among other things a food desert that is under served with public transit. The dream
includes providing affordable and quality housing. This housing is in an area where Memorial UCC is already
working to provide housing for foreigners just arriving.
Advent is a time of hope. What kind of community might we seek to create that provides hope? Can we act on
creating and living in a community in our daily lives that as Pope Francis says “builds a better, different, human
future? And to paraphrase Pastor Peter, can we dream of what God will do and what we will do?
Mark Hanson

Good Neighbors Personal Essentials Pantry
Product of the Month
Dish Soap (12 oz.)

Please bring donations to church during the hours we staff the Pantry (see calendar)

Covid
Lessons
A few weeks ago, a small group of women decided to make gratitude jars for our church children. We each had
different responsibilities. Ruth made cloth covers for the Mason jars, which Kris had at her house. We agreed to
meet in the church parking lot so that Kris could take the covers home. When Kris arrived, Ruth was already there
and Kris stopped next to her car and lowered the window on the passenger side of her car. Ruth got out of her car,
wearing a Scandinavian mask with Dala horses on it. She put the covers in Kris’ car. She stood outside of the car
and we talked through the open window for awhile. It was so nice to actually see a friend in person and talk for a
few minutes. Then we both went back to our homes to resume our quarantined lives.
Kris went out of town for a week. Midweek, we met on Zoom for the church leadership team meeting. Ruth
shared the news that she had contracted Covid. She had no idea where she had gotten it. She had mild
symptoms.
When Kris got home, she had a phone message from the Public Health Department. She was told that Contact
Tracing had identified her as a possible Covid contact. Kris connected the dots and realized that Ruth had reported
her as a contact. Kris was asked to go and get a Covid test. When Kris told the caller that she didn’t want to sit in
endless lines of cars to get a test, it was suggested that Kris go to the S. Park Street clinic after filling out an online
form and receiving a QR code. At 8:45 AM on the day before Thanksgiving, Kris reported to the clinic. She was
taken immediately to an examining room. She showed her QR code to the attendant and he immediately did a
Covid test, saying that the results would be back in 2-5 days. She was back in her car in 5 minutes. On Friday
morning, Kris received word that she did not have Covid.
So why tell you this story? I learned many things during this event.
1. Put your mask on, even when you are in your car if engaged in a conversation with someone outside your
car.
2. Stay at least 6 feet apart regardless of whether you are inside or out.
3. Contact tracing works!! Our public health department is very efficient and professional.
4. You don’t have to stand in long lines. There are many testing sites. (The one I went to was about a block
from Miss Joyce’s daycare center.)
5. It doesn’t take long to be tested.
6. It doesn’t take long to get the results.
7. The system works!!
8. God is with us in this time of difficulty.

Camp Information
Both Covenant Harbor and Covenant Point are planning summer camps for 2021. They are hoping and praying for
overnight camps that look as normal as possible, but of course, much is still unknown. Registration will hopefully
open in early January--stay tuned for more info, and be prayerful as we wait!
This fall and winter, both Harbor and Point have cabins available to rent for "family
getaways." There are a variety of options at both camps, but all include great escapes in nature, Wi fi, and personal
cabins to limit contact with others. Check out their websites for more information.

Season Greetings from Syracuse
“Amanda and Mathew Fledderjohann send all their Arbor Friends Happy Holidays from Syracuse, New
York. They thought that we might enjoy seeing current pictures of their children who will always be part
of our Arbor family.”

Booklist
Several people have asked for a 2020 Booklist. Have you read any good
books during this pandemic? If so, please send information to Kris
Brown (kristinelbrown@yahoo.com). This should include the title, the
author, and a brief description of the book. All genres are welcome.

Information from Ulrika Swanson, church treasurer
Covenant World Relief Sunday for 2020 is November 22. If you would like to donate through Arbor
rather than directly to Covenant World Relief, you may mail a check to church or directly to Jan Gietzel
with a note on the memo line, or you may give online through Church Connect (link below). Once you
set up an account, you have the option to give by credit/debit, ACH/checking, and even SMS/text. The
extra step to designate your online gift for Covenant World Relief is to select “ECC World Relief Fund
Contributions” from the category drop-down menu. If you forget, it can be corrected by letting Ulrika
Swanson or Jan know. Ulrika will send Arbor’s check at the end of the year.
Looking ahead to Pastor Peter’s Christmas gift, the same options for giving apply. Make a note on the
memo line of a written check or select “Pastor’s Christmas Gift Contributions” from the online category
drop-down menu. Please give by Christmas and Ulrika will send a check to Pastor Peter.
In fact, you have the option to choose any fund category for your online giving, whether “GNPEP Fund
Contributions,” “Deacon Fund Contributions,” “Levin Camp Fund Contributions,” “Memorial Fund
Contributions,” etc. Simply select the appropriate fund from the category drop-down menu.
Whether or not you choose to give online, creating an account will allow you to view/print your giving
history (Ulrika will still mail you a copy after 2020 giving is complete). If you have questions or want help
setting up an account, let Ulrika know.
There is a new online option for giving through Church Connect! Once you set up an account, you have the option
to give by credit/debit, ACH/checking, and even SMS/text. Whether or not you choose to give online, creating an
account will allow you to view/print your giving history. In the future, Church Connect may also be used to
communicate announcements and upcoming events. If you have questions or want help setting up an account, let
Ulrika Swanson know.
Church Connect URL:
https://www.churchtrac.com/connect?ui=6005FEAA

Ulrika’s contact info:
ulrikaswanson@gmail.com
312-330-7634
Send checks to:
Arbor Covenant Church
2509 McDivitt Road Madison, WI 53713
OR
Jan Gietzel
360 W. Washington Avenue, Unit 402
Madison, WI 53703
As you know from your personal finances, social distancing hasn’t stopped bills from coming in. As you are able,
continued giving to church will help us keep up with expenses during this time when we aren’t able to gather
together physically on Sunday mornings. Checks can be mailed to church or directly to Jan Gietzel, who does the
deposits. Thank you for giving!

Arbor Financials
January-October 2020

December Birthdays
December 11
December 18
December 18
December 28

Matthew Fledderjohann
Harriet Anderson
Ann-Britt Keillor
Annika Keillor
December Anniversaries

December 29
December 30

Tamsin Ford and Peter Morris
Harry and Sue Engstrom

“It was strange, I reflected... that even in the weirdest circumstances, the most troubling episodes of one's life, the
greatest divides from home and familiarity, there were these moments of undeniable joy.”
― Elizabeth Kostova, The Historian
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