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The pandemic is now almost six months old. It’s lasted all of spring, now just about all of summer, and
will continue into fall. Six fatiguing months of challenge and separation. Half a year of disrupted
routines, preempted programs, and postponed celebrations. On top of it there has been reckoning
regarding racial inequity and police brutality that hits close to home, forcing many of us to look at
difficult truths about our own community and our nation’s history. And this is happening in an election
season that will only escalate in intensity as November approaches. The cumulative effects of
everything are exhausting and disorienting, they have left many of us feeling weary and isolated.
As the challenges of this year persist (and even intensify) it is essential that we find ways to stay
connected, ways to embrace community, ways to not just survive but to thrive. Part of doing this
requires creativity. We need to think in imaginative ways about how we can worship and pray and serve
together. Whether it’s leveraging technology or finding ways to gather in new places where we can keep
each other safe — we would do well to consider new possibilities and discern new pathways for
fellowship and community.
One way that we’ve already begun to do this is by gathering outside at church on Sundays for the
neighborhood farmer’s market. We will be continuing this practice (weather permitting) through the end
of September, with a community harvest party on the 27th. *Note: we now have a boosted internet
signal that makes it possible to log into the church’s wifi from the parking lot, so if you want, you can
bring a device and a lawn chair and participate in our zoom gatherings while interacting with neighbors
at the farmer’s market.
We will also continue to work with Foundry 414 and other congregations to devise programs like our
recent Compassion Camp. These collaborative efforts will allow us to share resources and maximize
what we can offer virtually and eventually in person.
Worship and Small Groups will also continue online. (If you have creative ideas for how we can use
technology or how we can incorporate more voices into our gathering, please share them.) In the
coming months we will be looking closely at the gospel of Matthew and its parables about the Kingdom
of God. As we do, I want to invite everyone to consider reading a book that I plan to reference as we
work our way through these passages. The book “Life Together” by Dietrich Bonhoeffer is an
exploration of community and a reflection on how to live with one another in ways that reflect Christ’s
reconciling work.
My hope is that reflecting together on Bonhoeffer’s work and Matthew’s grace-filled vision for relational
wholeness will help us see our way through these unprecedented times. Maybe it can spark some
necessary conversations that can help us navigate the pandemic and embody authentic unity during this
era of such polarization and enmity. Perhaps the things we learn and the insights God reveals might
ultimately help us see into a future filled with new possibilities for our life together.
*If you’re interested in the book (it’s not very long) and would like me to help you get a copy, please let
me know.
Pastor Peter Morris

WHILE SAILING ON LAKE WAUBESA…………
Mark Hanson from Arbor and Dean Baumgardner from Memorial United Church of Christ on Lacy Road in
Fitchburg began to talk about the possible Arbor/Common Wealth Development Project to build affordable
housing on the property currently owned by Arbor Covenant. Dean was very interested and as they began
to exchange information about each other’s churches, it became clear that there might be some synergies
between the two congregations that were worth exploring in further conversations. Both churches are
focused on social justice (Memorial UCC is a co-coordinator of GNPEP) and both strive for inclusiveness
in all aspects of worship and community. Music is extremely important to both and both share their
buildings with other community resources. There seemed to be many ways in which the two churches
could possibly collaborate to the benefit of both.
Mark asked the Leadership Team if they felt further discussions among more members of the two
congregations might be beneficial. The Leadership Team agreed that the opportunity should be explored
and on Monday, August 31, a Zoom meeting was held with five people from each congregation present.
Those from Arbor were Pastor Peter, Mark Hanson, Joyce Boggess, Rachel Woofter and Jan Gietzel.
From Memorial UCC were Pastor Kris, Dean Baumgardner, Kim Thorensen, James Hornik and Sonjia
Short. It was a “get to know you” session with backgrounds of each church explained and current
programs and interests expressed. However, the most important current running through the meeting
was the openness and creativity evident to what might result from the combined strength of the two of us
working together in some manner.
We decided to meet again on Monday, September 14 at an appropriately socially distanced, maskwearing visit to the Memorial UCC building for a tour of the facility and further conversation. Combined
with our continuing interaction with Foundry414, opportunities to live out our faith in community seem to
be actually expanding beyond our expectations.

T h e S o c ia l D i s ta n c in g H a r v e s t F a ir

Arbor Covenant Church The “Live Church” on a “Dead-End Street”
September 27, 2020 12-2 pm
Join us at our:
End of Growing Season Fall Harvest Fair at Arbor Covenant Church
Taste of Fall Harvest Grilled on Site by: Famous Chef and Madison Restaurateur
Children’s Activities: Book Give Away, Balloon Man, Large Fun Filled Playground
Music by B. Ferris: Hear a Special “Garden Song”
Music by: Gonga Peas
Your Junk is My Treasure Table: Please bring your -Chotskies, Whatnots, Trinkets and Do Dads
(For trading only)
Information Tables: Share Your Information
Hear: Why rye is good for: eating and good for the earth
Hear: How we can save our water supply
Face coverings required
Hand sanitizing stations will be installed around the area.

This event will be on the calendar, but we are monitoring the situation daily, and keeping everyone's
health and safety in mind, and will post any cancellation as soon as we can.

“The Garden of Eatin”
Arbor Covenant Church Community Gardens
2509 McDivitt Rd
Madison, WI 53713
FARMER’S MARKET – FROM VINE TO TABLE
EACH SUNDAY AT 9:30 am -1pm- BEGINNING ON JULY 12th –SEPTEMBER
PLEASE WEAR A MASK - PLENTY SPACE FOR SOCIAL DISTANCING

The Arbor Hills Neighborhood in South Madison is a “Fresh Food Desert.”

The various great farm markets in Madison are less likely to offer one in our community. We believe that
we may have some leverage in helping farmers/gardeners market their produce plus helping the local
community at the same time. We believe this may be the best place in our community for a farmer’s
market.
The Early Childhood Learning Center’s (ECLC) “The Garden of Eatin” (NO WASTE FARMER) is an
initiative created by staff at (ECLC) to teach today’s youth how to grow, market and cook healthy food.
Joyce Boggess
Phone: (608) 219-3673Email: salter7859@sbcglobal.net

The Early Childhood Learning Center (ECLC)“The Garden of Eatin” and Arbor Covenant Church
Community Garden

THURSDAY NIGHT SMALL GROUP
Everyone is welcome to join us on Zoom for Thursday night study groups. We will begin on September
10.
At our last meeting we discussed resources and books that we would recommend. They are included
here for your information.

a) Nehemiah project -- https://nehemiah.org/
b) Sojourners racial justice action project: https://sojo.net/join/campaigns/racial-justice
c) WI Council of Churches antiracism resources: https://www.wichurches.org/2020/07/08/antiracism-resources/
d) JustDane (used to be Madison Urban Ministry): https://justdane.org/
e) Middleton Outreach Ministry: https://momhelps.org/
f) King Coalition: https://www.facebook.com/kingcoalition/
Books we’re reading, or have read, or would like to read:
a) The Warmth of Other Suns, Isabel Wilkerson -- Deb McGill
b) Caste, Isabel Wilkerson -- Glenn
c) Underground Railroad, Colson Whitehead -- Paul
d) White Picket Fences, Amy Julia Becker -- Dan
e) White Fragility, Robin DiAngelo -- Ann-Britt
f) The Color of Compromise, Jemar Tisby – Ulrika
g) How to Be an Antiracist, Ibram Kendi -- Ulrika
h) White Awake, Daniel Hill – Ulrika
i) I’m Still Here, Austin Channing Brown – Ulrika
j) Woke Church, Eric Mason -- Ulrika
k) Oneness Embraced, Tony Evans -- Ulrika
l) Rediscipling the White Church, David Swanson -- Ulrika
m) Divided by Faith, Christian Smith & Michael O Emerson – Ulrika
n) The Very Good Gospel, Lisa Sharon Harper – Ulrika
Podcasts:
Nice White Parents – Glenn

PARISH NOTES

Introducing Charlotte
Charlotte Hanson Doll was born on August 18
at 11:59 PM. Charlotte is the daughter of
Erika Hanson and Jordan Doll. Her proud
grandparents are Deb McGill and Glenn
Hanson. Charlotte weighed 8 lbs.11 oz and
was 21 inches long. She is now at home
enjoying the newly renovated farmhouse in
Oregon, WI.

William Goettler

On August 30, William Goettler passed away. Bill’s wife Carin and his daughters Seairra, Tiffany and Amanda worshipped at Arbor
for many years. He is also survived by his sons Wesley and William Jr. and two grandchildren. Our prayers and sympathies to his
family.
There will be no services at this time.
Contact information for Carin: 239-1271
2705 Norwich Street Madison, Wi 53711
cgoettler@edgewood.edu

September Anniversaries
September 5

Lowell and Trudy Nordling (65 years)

September Birthdays
September 2
September 10
September 17

Peter Morris
Joyce Boggess
Tiffany Goettler

September 21
September 24
September 24

Good Neighbor Personal Essentials Pantry
Item of the Month
Toilet Paper

Jennifer Johnson
Hannah Lund
Reese Simmons

Arbor Financials
January-July 2020

COVENANT CAMPING
Even though summer camp didn't happen as usual at Covenant Harbor and Covenant Point, both
camps have some great new options for families this fall! Consider taking time away in a secluded
retreat setting. Both camps are working to maintain safety and social distancing by offering individual
cabin spaces and using outdoor spaces.
QUARTERS!
It appears there is a coin shortage hitting our country, and community. Keep an eye out for quarters laying around
your home! We are in conversation with area churches to see about collecting quarters and getting them to students
and families who may have a need, especially for laundry. Stay tuned for more information about collection details!
Contact Rachel with any questions-- rachel.woofter@gmail.com

FALL CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
Keep an eye out for more details about opportunities for kids this fall. While we can't return to our normal Friday Fun
Nights quite yet, we hope to have some opportunities for kids this fall and winter.

COVENANT HARBOR
Through November, Covenant Harbor is offering Family
Getaway weekends, Individual Work Spaces, and After School
Activities.
Covenant Harbor Bible Camp
1724 W Main Street
Lake Geneva, WI 53147
www.covenantharbor.org/family-getaways
(262) 248-3600
familygetaway@covenantharbor.org
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