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Retreat Day at Holy Wisdom Monastery
Recently I participated in a retreat facilitated by Christina Roberts, one of the pastors at Foundry 414. It was a day
set aside to reflect on the burdens we carry and the gentle rhythms of grace. There was time for silence, for
thoughtful, prayerful reading of scripture, for slow, plodding walks that explored both the grounds of the Holy
Wisdom Monastery where we gathered and the confines of my own heart. Author Parker Palmer instructs that
from time to time we need to spend time “waiting for the soul to put in an appearance.” That day gave me that
needed time. And as my soul made an appearance so did the Spirit of God to remind of God’s good and grace.
After the retreat, I got to talking with Pastor Christina and with members of Arbor’s leadership team about
creating an experience for members of our communities to experience something similar. And we’ve come up
with an offering to share with you.
On Sunday, October 18th we will have a mini retreat day (10am-2pm) with our friends from Foundry 414 at Holy
Wisdom Monastery (4200 County Road M Middleton, WI). That morning and early afternoon, we will have a
reserved outdoor space on the patio near the main building that will make it possible for us to maintain proper
social distance. And we will also have the ability to wander the grounds with access to nature trails and other
areas in their beautiful and varied landscape that includes restored prairies, wetlands, stands of mature trees, and
views that look out over Lake Mendota. (*The retreat day is scheduled during peak fall foliage, so the grounds
should be especially stunning). We will also have the chance to enjoy a delicious lunch either in box to and take
and eat on your own or in their cafeteria where social distancing will be observed.
Pastor Christina, Pastor Chris (also from Foundry) and I will put together a simple program that will combine
scripture, prayer, and music with room for both personal and group reflection. But perhaps more importantly the
day will provide time. Time to explore, time for stillness, time to encounter God and God’s goodness.
Because of COVID and the public health guidelines it necessitates, the number of in-person participants will be
limited, but we should have room for most if not all who are interested. For those who aren’t or don’t feel
comfortable doing so, the program portion of the day will be webcast on Zoom (at our normal gathering time of
10:30), giving everyone the opportunity to reflect in their own way, from their own location.
We will be sharing more information as the date approaches, but for now if you’d like to attend or you have any
questions please let me know.
One more note: the leadership team has determined that this will be a free experience for anyone who is
interested in participating. For those who may be interested in deferring the cost for themselves or someone else,
the total cost per person (including lunch) is $26.
World Communion Sunday
The first Sunday in October is traditionally observed as World Communion Sunday. It’s a day when congregations
across the globe gather at Christ’s table in all their particular places to partake of a common meal. This year even
as we gather from our homes (or other Wi-Fi-enabled locations) we will observe this practice by setting aside time
in our Zoom gathering to share together God’s grace through bread broken and the fruit of the vine poured out.
So as you prepare for Sunday this week, have some bread on hand and some juice or wine ready.
Six months of life in the pandemic has been isolating for many among us, perhaps sharing this common meal
together will remind us of the larger, world-wide community of which we are a part.

Harvest Fair-

“Harvest Fest was a great way for the community and the church to come together to celebrate The Farmer's
Market - Food was great!” (Rachel)

Chuck and I appreciated the opportunity to participate safely each Sunday in the Farmer’s Market, an
activity that felt like “more normal” times and a piece of valued community life.
The Harvest Festival was fun and I think, a memorable time for the kids. The food was fabulous. Thank
you Joyce, Mark, Jordan & Aubrey for your dedication and work on making it all happen.
Chuck & Jan Gietzel

Update on Arbor Conversations with Commonwealth Development on Future Development at
Arbor
In the August Newsletter we provided an update on conversations with our Alder (and Chair of the Madison
Common Council) and Commonwealth Development. The bottom line of that update was that there may be a
path forward for the development of our site that would support the development of greatly needed affordable,
stable housing for seniors and for some families in our area (and Madison in general). Our zoning is suitable and
there appears to be a good likelihood of gaining neighborhood support. This new use of our site would be in
addition to our current activities as a congregation, as a pre-school, and as a community resource for the Personal
Essentials Pantry, community meetings, and a community garden. This summer we may have also learned we can
be a summer farmers market for our food desert neighborhood.
Commonwealth Development (CD) indicated it would work forward on providing an offer to purchase (OTP) the
entire property (as required if it is to attract investors who would use the federal tax credits available for such a
project). CD’s work on the project has determined that it would need to keep the existing church building (rather
than including our space in a new multi-story building). Including new space in the new multi-story building would
be too costly for the project.
Based on these themes, Commonwealth Development said that it intended to provide a specific proposal to Arbor
in the month of September to acquire the entire site and provide for the use of the existing church building by
Arbor for the long-term. Such an agreement would also provide for the maintenance of the existing church
building. The Congregation would have established rights for the use of our building and the site. On September
15, CD said that it was working on design issues related to the limitations imposed by the storm-water easement
that runs through the southern part our property in the low forested area behind the community garden and
playground. CD indicated that this design challenge may delay the timing of an OTP.
As we wait for an OTP from Commonwealth, we should be considering what financial terms would be appropriate
to make this mix of ministry and other activities feasible and vibrant at our site. As was discussed at the June
Congregation meeting, the goal in not the highest financial gain but rather what would provide for the most
vibrant missional presence on McDivitt Road. Our discussions with Memorial UCC described elsewhere in this
Newsletter have included the possibility of using Arbor’s site as the setting for one or even more alternative format
worship services jointly with Memorial and perhaps Foundry. Memorial currently holds an alternate service at its
location. All of this needs prayer and conversation both before we receive an offer, and certainly after.
Mark Hanson

Getting to Know You
On Monday, September 14, a group of 10 people from Memorial UCC and Arbor Covenant gathered at Memorial
UCC Church on Lacy Road in Fitchburg to tour their building and continue our conversation on how we might share
our ministries. Again, we shared information about our churches and what we felt might be ways to interact in the
future. Memorial was interested in our progress in moving forward with Common Wealth Development on the
affordable housing project. We brainstormed some on how we might see our existing church being used for
mutual ministries if the current building is retained. We agreed that we need to find ways to get to know each
other. (Quite a feat with Covid-19 looming!) We have scheduled a Zoom meeting to continue talking on Monday,
October 5. As I have reflected on what both congregations may see as a path to a shared experience, I am
continually reminded of the Broadway production of The King and I and its famous song “Getting to Know you,
Getting to Know All About You”.
We are building relationships which hopefully will lead us to understanding how God wants to use us through
shared ministries.
Jan Gietzel

An Opportunity to Promote Racial Justice
As we look for opportunities to share ministry experiences within the community, we will highlight some which are
immediately available and which are open to our participation as worship partners. Kaitlin Young from Memorial
UCC has outlined below one of these opportunities. She is the daughter of Nancy Baumgardner who some of you
know from GNPEP. I also am a friend of Lisa Peyton Caire, Founder, CEO and President of the Foundation for Black
Women’s Wellness and know what a wonderful person, innovator and hard worker she is. To find out more about
the Foundation, look up their website https://ffbww.org/
“The summer of 2020 has highlighted the disparities among race in the United States with our neighbors in the Black
community being significantly more threatened by not only COVID but also police brutality. This stems from systemic
racism in all of our communities, including Madison, Fitchburg, and Dane County. As a people who follow the
teachings of Jesus Christ, it is our job to not only speak up as allies for our Black neighbors but also to reach out and
help. As a financially blessed community, we have the power to raise funding to reach out and show our love of
Neighbor in a concrete fashion.
A group of us at Memorial United Church of Christ started considering what we could do. We wanted to make sure
a group that we funded understood that we are an open and affirming Christian church. We wanted to support a
local organization, founded and led by a member of the Black community. We found the Foundation for Black
Women’s Wellness (FFBWW, https://ffbww.org) and we feel it meets these goals. We also liked the focus on
women’s health as there are many studies that demonstrate when we help women, we help not only that individual,
but also generations of people as women have traditionally been in the role of family and community care. Some of
the things this organization does include hosting an annual Black Women’s Wellness Day, COVID relief, wellness
classes, advocacy, and financial wellness education.
Our goal is to raise $50,000 with a 10% tithe over a 5-year period. We invite any and all to partner with us on meeting
or exceeding this goal. The tithe would go to funding a scholarship for a student of color entering the medical
profession. If you have questions or would like to be involved, please contact Kaitlin Young:
kaitlinyoung@gmail.com.”
-Kaitlin Young, DVM
She/Her
Cell: (608)698-2866
kaitlinyoung@gmail.com
PLEASE DON’T HESITATE TO CONTACT KAITLIN IF YOU ARE INTERESTED.
Jan Gietzel

Announcements
Booklist
Several people have asked for a 2020 Booklist. Have you read any
good books during this pandemic? If so, please send information to
Kris Brown (kristinelbrown@yahoo.com). This should include the
title, the author, and a brief description of the book. All genres are
welcome.
Financial Report

The Good Neighbors Personal Essentials Pantry
The GNPEP continues to be a reliable place for our neighbors, who need it to supplement their limited incomes,
particularly in light of Covid-19, to obtain toilet paper, laundry detergent, dish soap, deodorant, shampoo, diapers,
feminine products and many other necessities.
Those of us who staff the Pantry are so grateful for the generosity of all of you and the many other congregations
in Madison who support this worthwhile mission. Your care and concern help us at a time when we all miss the
social interaction and caring we experience from being face-to-face with our guests and many of you.
Please continue to pray for our guests and staff and look forward to a time when every-day life will improve for all
of us.
Fall Sundays at the Playground!

The Woofter children (& their parents) plan to spend Sunday mornings playing on the playground at church during
our Zoom time. As long as the weather stays nice, you're invited to come join us! The Wi-Fi extends to the
playground area, so adults (and any kids) can listen & watch the service, while the kids get their wiggles out.

Parish Notes
Partner Up to Show you Care
Consider ways that you can show care and connection, even during COVID times. Dropping off a meal or
treat; sending a card; visiting with a poster and balloons. We are working on a way that those interested
could partner with other members of the congregation to show love. Contact Rachel with questions
or ideas--rachel.woofter@gmail.com--Otherwise watch for more information and brainstorm creative ways
to reach and out remind others of God's love and presence!

New Life in the Keillor Family
Congratulations to Ann-Britt Keillor who became a great grandmother in September. AnnBritt’s granddaughter Anna gave birth to Vanessa Kristine on September 8 in Minneapolis.
Anna and Yojanly, along with grandmother Kristina (Mormor), are thrilled to welcome Vanessa
into their lives. Ann-Britt is eagerly looking forward to meeting her. God bless you all.

Birthdays
Erika Hanson October 3
Paul Kent October 12
Glenn Hanson October 18
Elrene Lund October 24
Marijo Kessenich October 28
Harry Engstrom October 30

Anniversaries
Jan and Chuck Gietzel October 1
Roger and Sue Springman October 18

Good Neighbors Personal Essentials Pantry
Item of the Month
Adult and Children Toothbrushes
Please bring donations to church during the hours we staff the Pantry (see calendar)
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