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This month, I wanted to share a photo.  Tamsin took it (on her 
iPhone) at Welker’s Point in Peninsula State in Door County.  I hope 
that everyone is finding opportunities to see and experience beauty 
during this time when life has been so bizarrely stressful.  It was a 
blessing for my family to do so last week.   
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Conversation with our Alder Person and Commonwealth Development 
 

A productive conversation took place on July 17 with Alder and Council President 
Sheri Carter, Justin Castenada from Commonwealth Development, and Pastor 
Peter and Mark Hanson from Arbor. The agenda was to gain a common 
understanding and affirm our previous conversations and discussion the next 
steps forward. 
 
The Zoom meeting affirmed the following themes: 
 

• The faithful use of the Arbor site is to continue with Arbor ministry 
activities; Creek Pre-School; the Personal Essentials Pantry; and 
Community Garden. 

• The most beneficial additional use of the site is to add affordable housing 
for seniors as well as some families in a single, multistory building 
adjacent to the existing church building. The new building would feature 
universal design for all units as well as sustainable design and potentially 
on-site (roof) renewable energy. 

• The addition of housing (perhaps 30 to 40 units) is something that should 
receive approval by the City, including any zoning approvals. There is a 
critical need for affordable, stable housing in the Madison area in general 
in in our area specifically.  

 
Based on these themes, Commonwealth Development said that it intends to 
provide a specific proposal to Arbor in the month of September to acquire the 
entire site and provide for the use of the existing church building by Arbor for a 
long term, perhaps 30 or 40 years. Such an agreement would also provide for 
the maintenance of the existing church building.  
 

AS WE PREPARE FOR THIS PROPOSAL FROM COMMONWEALTH, WE 
SHOULD BE CONSIDERING WHAT FINANCIAL TERMS WOULD BE 
APPROPRIATE TO MAKE THIS MIX OF MINISTRY AND OTHER 
ACTIVITIES FEASIBLE AND VIBRANT AT OUR SITE. AS WAS 
DISCUSSED AT THE JUNE CONGREGATION MEETING, THE GOAL IN 
NOT THE HIGHEST FINANCIAL GAIN BUT RATHER WHAT WOULD 
PROVIDE FOR THE MOST VIBRANT MISSIONAL PRESENCE ON 
MCDIVITT ROAD. THIS IS A TOPIC FOR PRAYER AND CONVERSATION 
BOTH BEFORE WE RECEIVE AN OFFER, AND CERTAINLY AFTER. THIS 
PROGRESS WILL PERHAPS ALSO ENHANCE OUR CONVERSATIONS 
WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS AND CONGREGATIONS THAT WOULD 
LIKE TO PARTNER IN THIS MINISTRY. 
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Judy M. Douglas, 81, of Madison, Wis., formerly of Tecumseh and 
Lincoln, Neb., and Monroe, Wis., died of lung disease Sunday, June 
28, 2020, at Oak Park Place in Madison, with her children by her side: 
Jean via Skype and Kathi in person. Born Oct. 25, 1938, in 
Tecumseh, daughter of Helen and Judson Benjamin Douglas Jr. 
Graduated from Tecumseh (Neb.) High School and the University of 
Nebraska - Lincoln, where she earned both her bachelor's and 
master's degrees. She married John McElhaney on Jan. 21, 1961; 
they had two daughters and divorced in 1976. Judy was active in the 
community of Monroe, helping found Ding-a-Dong nursery school at 
St. John's United Church of Christ, participating in plays with 
Monroe Theater Guild and in Monroe Woman's Club activities. She 
enjoyed teaching college English, high school French, piano and 

swimming. In Madison, she helped found Cornucopia, was a member of Arbor Covenant Church, 
Off the Square and Mensa clubs. She enjoyed music, art, theater, singing, reading, children and 
animals, especially cats, dogs and horses. Previous resident of All Saints Neighborhood in 
Madison. She loved her longtime Nebraska friendships. She nourished cheer and relationships by 
sending greeting cards, often featuring her artwork. Her warm smile will be greatly missed. She 
kept a positive attitude and a focus on forgiveness, gratitude, faith and love despite many 
challenges. Some of her sayings that were very "Mom" included "don't let anyone 'should' you" 
and "God loves us and wants us to be happy." Survived by brother, Paul of Tecumseh; sister-in-
law, Joyce Douglas of Lincoln; daughters, Jean McElhaney of Auckland, New Zealand, and Kathi 
(McElhaney) Edwards of Rockford, Ill.; and an amazing circle of loving friends. Predeceased by 
parents; grandparents; and brother, Jud. Thank you to OPP and Agrace Hospice for their care. 
Memorial services TBD at Arbor Covenant Church, Madison. In lieu of flowers, memorials to the 
church, Threshold Singers or Madison Mounted Police.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Judy Douglas was my friend.  We connected through Arbor Covenant many years ago, though I 
don't remember exactly when.  We had some things in common that brought us together.  We 
had both grown up and lived in Nebraska for significant parts of our lives, we both had October 
birthdays, one day apart and we both had two precious daughters.   Judy had maintained her 
friendship with a group of 9 women that she had gone through school with from Tecumseh, 
NE.  They called themselves the "Nasty Nine".  Some of those women were on Zoom for her 
memorial service. 
 
Judy was a complicated person with significant health issues that could sometimes make her 
difficult to be with and love.  I have been a supportive friend to her through the years, but she 
was a true and loving friend to me also.  And she had a broader circle of people that she cared 
about and cared for her.  She was alone a lot but she was not unloved.   
 
In her almost 4 years at Oak Park Place, in Hospice most of that time, she became a more 
peaceful and patient person.  Though she struggled terribly, she became a model of grace and 
gratitude for me.  I will miss her spirit, but I am so grateful that she is comfortable and at peace 
today.  I know that Arbor Covenant Church was a very important part of her life.  Thank you all. 
Elrene Lund 
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Virtual VBS is off to a great start! Kids have spent the last three weeks exploring different facets 
of compassion through Bible stories, yoga, music, coloring, and activities together. We are 
partnering with Foundry414 for weekly zoom sessions, and it has been a great experience for 
all! Contact Rachel if you would like to join us for the last 2 weeks! We meet Thursday mornings 
at 10 am, and will celebrate with Foundry414 in a joint service on Sunday, August 16. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE PANTRY? 

Can you imagine what 276 rolls of toilet paper looks like?  One week ago First Congregational 
Church showed us when they dropped that number off at the Pantry.  The week before that, 
one woman from the church had dropped off a bag of supplies because she thought we might 
need them considering the effects of Covid-19.  After she talked with us and heard about the 
struggle we were having getting toilet paper from our suppliers, she put a paragraph in First 
Congregational’s newsletter and it started raining toilet paper.  We are so grateful for their gift 
and the toilet paper and other products that our Arbor friends have provided during this time of 
product shortages from our supplier.  God is good! 

 

August Birthdays    August Anniversaries 

August 2  Tom Collins   Dan and Deb Meyer August 2, 1980 

August 8  Sue Engstrom   Tom and Lynda Collins August 26, 1967 

August 9  Susan Corrado  

August 13 Ruth Hallblade 

August 22 Ulrika Swanson 

August 26  Roger Springman 

Sunday Morning Small Group is meeting!! 
 
The Sunday morning small group has resumed and has embarked on a reading of the Old 
Testament, based on the same approach (Zondervan) as we used for the New Testament (No 
chapters and verses). We read from 9:30 to 10:20. The group has a virtual option on Zoom as 
well as a socially distanced option from lawn chairs at the Sunday morning farmers market.  
Feel free to join in at any time. Questions? Ask Mark Hanson 
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I know that rain or shine, 
I can make great veggies mine.  

The beautiful beans 
Come in yellows and greens, 

Onions that don’t make you cry, 
Just great veggies that make you sigh 

If you want to stay healthy,  
Grab your mask and stop by. 
Lettuce pray we keep growing 

So God’s love we keep showing 

Nancy McDuff  

Arbor Gardens! 

Farmer’s Market! 
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August 2020 Calendar 

      1 

2 
10:30-11:30 am 
Worship (Zoom) 
9:30 - 10:25 am 
Sunday Morning 
Study Grp.  
9:30 am – 1:00 pm 
Farmer’s Market 
Arbor Covenant 

3 4 5 6 
10:00 – 11:00 am 
Compassion   
Camp 
Virtual VBS 

 

7 
10:00 am- Noon 
Good Neighbors   
Personal 
Essentials Pantry 
Arbor Parking Lot                

8 

9 
10:30-11:30 am 
Worship (Zoom) 
9:30 - 10:25 am 
Sunday Morning 
Study Grp.  
9:30 am – 1:00 pm 
Farmer’s Market 
Arbor Covenant 

10 11 

6:45 PM 
Leadership 
Team 

12 13 
10:00 – 11:00 am 
Compassion Camp 
Virtual VBS 
 

14 
10:00 am- Noon 
Good Neighbors   
Personal 
Essentials Pantry 
Arbor Parking Lot                

15 

16 
10:30-11:30 am 
Worship (Zoom) 
9:30 - 10:25 am 
Sunday Morning 
Study Grp.  
9:30 am – 1:00 pm 
Farmer’s Market 
Arbor Covenant 

17 18 19 20 

5:30-7:00 PM 
Good Neighbors   
Personal 
Essentials Pantry 
 

21 
10:00 am- Noon 
Good Neighbors   
Personal 
Essentials Pantry 
Arbor Parking Lot               

22 

23 
10:30-11:30 am 
Worship (Zoom) 
9:30 - 10:25 Sunday 
Morning Study Grp.  
9:30 am – 1:00 pm 
Farmer’s Market 
Arbor Covenant 

24 25 26 27 28 
10:00 am- Noon 
Good Neighbors   
Personal 
Essentials Pantry 
Arbor Parking Lot               

29 

30 
10:30-11:30 am 
Worship (Zoom) 
9:30 - 10:25 Sunday 
Morning Study Grp.  
9:30 am – 1:00 pm 
Farmer’s Market 
Arbor Covenant 

31      

 


