
 
 

Stories that Have Shaped Us 
Jeremiah 32 

 
I recently came across some advice from a professor named Karoline Lewis.  Recognizing how important it is for us 
to center ourselves and stay connected to our core commitments about who God is and what God has called us 
towards, she invites all of us to remember our favorite bible passages.  These stories are inevitably formational.  
The ways that we have heard them in the past and what they’ve meant to us has shaped how we understand our 
faith and our God.  Recalling them now can remind us of our hope and ground us in God’s vision for our life and 
the world.   
 
The passage I thought of upon when I heard this invitation, was from the book of Jeremiah.  It takes place after a 
long section outlining the coming judgment resulting from Judah’s unjust and unfaithful choices.  As the 
Babylonian military approached the city of Jerusalem and the terrifying reality of exile materialized — amidst 
impending loss and devastation — Jeremiah decides to buy land.  He purchases a field in Anathoth, an agricultural 
community on the outskirts of Jerusalem that was probably already under occupation even as Jeremiah was filling 
out the deed of sale and sealing it for safe keeping.   
 
As everything was disrupted with life crumbling around him, Jeremiah did something that pointed towards a future 
when “Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land.” (Jeremiah 32:15) 
 
We can’t necessarily equate our collective experience with the Babylonian exile, but we are facing an 
unprecedented disruption and tragic loss, that’s left us grieving and disoriented.  It’s hard to know what’s next.  
How many weeks or months will we need to social distance? How long will safer at home directives last?  When 
will life get back to “normal” and what will “normal” be after all this?   
 
With all the uncertainty the surrounds us, during this time when it’s hard to imagine everyday parts of ordinary 
life, it’s been good to remember Jeremiah’s gesture of hope.  It’s been good to remember, even as things around 
us seem to be crumbling, that God’s goodness and faithfulness persist.  It’s good to remember that a future will 
come out of this and that God’s love will remain.  We don’t know what’s next, but we know that God remains for 
and with us.   
 
In the days to come, I encourage you to remember your favorite Bible passages.  Recall the picture of God that 
they reveal.  Remember God’s promises.  Remember God’s love.  Be rooted and grounded by the stories that have 
shaped and inspired you.  And remember that the God of those stories is the God of the story that we are living 
through now.   
 
And if you want to, give me a call or send me an email.  Because I’d love to hear your reflections.   
 
Pastor Peter Morris 
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As we won't be meeting on Friday night, parents keep an eye in your emails for links to songs and some 
activities that you could do with your kids. Rachel will be sure to send out the favorite songs from Friday 
nights so you can have a little family dance party!  
 

 
 
-Pray for the kids of Arbor, and their families. Pray for peace and provision at home, as well as love and 
stability in uncertain times. Pray for times of presence with one another and moments of joy amid it all. 
-Pray for our summer camps, Covenant Harbor and Covenant Point. Pray for wisdom as leaders make 
tough decisions about the summer programming. Pray for financial resources amid uncertainty. 
-Pray for the schools in Madison. Pray for teachers who are finding a new home & work balance. Pray for 
students who don't have resources or a stable home to learn from.  

 
Book Discussion 
 
Each year in the spring, the women of the church enjoy getting together to discuss books that they have 
enjoyed in the last year.  A booklet is compiled and distributed to include books of all genres that have 
been enjoyed by the men and women of the church.   
In all likelihood we will not be able to meet in person this year but we will prepare the book again.   
Please take some time (we all have time these days) to write out a list of books you have enjoyed reading 
this last year.  Include the title and author and, if possible, a brief description of the book.  Send your list 
to Kris Brown (kristinelbrown@yahoo.com) as soon as possible.   
 
 
 
TRY COLORING AS A MEDITATIVE & CALMING PRACTICE! 
 
You can sign up to receive a free weekly email with a bible story, meditation & questions, and a few 
coloring pages from Illustrated Ministry. They are great for both adults and children! The Woofter family 
has been doing them (Rachel really likes them as a way to zone out for a bit :D ). On the website listed 
below, click "Get Resources," to be added to the weekly email of coloring pages. Two example pages are 
included in the newsletter for you to try out! 
 
https://www.illustratedministry.com/flattenthecurve 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 

 
 



Worshipping with Zoom 
 

Most of us had never heard of Zoom before March.  Now it has become the vehicle by which 
we connect with friends and family.  Next week we will have our Easter Sunday worship service 
using Zoom.  The bad news is that we no longer are able to hug each other at worship and that 
is important.  The good news is that we CAN meet together virtually. 
You can participate with Zoom if you have a computer, tablet, or modern cell phone.  You will 
need to install the software (which is free).  The address is zoom.us.  Then you should contact 
Pastor Peter in order to be put on the invitation list.  You will receive an email inviting you to 
attend, you click on the link in that email when it is time to meet, and you will be connected to 
the meeting.  You will be able to see everyone who is attending. You can be “mute” so that no 
one hears you or your household.  And, when you wish, you can “unmute” yourself and 
participate orally.   
 

 
Being Good Neighbors 

 
The Good Neighbors Personal Essentials Pantry is still serving our neighbors, during this difficult 
time by providing personal and household hygiene products on Fridays at Arbor Covenant.  Our 
new safety procedures involve asking people to stay in their cars and at a 6-foot distance, 
Pastor Peter, protected with gloves and mask asks their names and brings that information back 
to the computer person, Ann Moffat to find out what that guest is eligible to receive.  That 
information is then sent back to Jan & Chuck Gietzel to pack the order which then is delivered 
back to the car. 
As we focus on our inability to experience hospitality and community in our usual way at 
GNPEP, we are including a series of messages with the bags of products.  This past week, this is 
the message we sent: 
       
 Even though our world is difficult and scary right now, we want you to know that we 
care about each and every one of you and can’t wait until we can be back together drinking 
coffee and enjoying wonderful goodies from Panera Bread. 
All of us in The Good Neighbors Personal Essentials Pantry Community will get through this 
together.   Please stay safe! 

  
We miss having coffee with you! 

 



Living and Reflecting in These Times- Mark Hanson 
 
I’ve noticed in the morning when I first get up that the days have a different feel. Even though I’m partially retired, 
most mornings I wake up with the question rolling around in the back of my head of what’s got to be done today 
on one of the solar or other projects at work? Or, who do I need to talk to today to get something done? While I 
still have some of those questions, I also quickly shift gears and reflect on the reality that I could blow the day off in 
terms of most routine responsibilities...from those imposed by others or self-imposed. And I can just relax into that 
readjustment of perspective and find myself reflecting on other things. 
 
I’m fortunate to have that luxury, at least as I write this, as I don’t have COVID-19 (as far as I know) and no one 
close to me as gotten it, although Joyce just told me she thinks she had it. I do find myself reflecting on how 
different the pace of life is for so many people as is evident from the empty streets when I occasionally get out to 
drive somewhere or more likely go out for a social distanced bike ride or run. I’m reflecting today on how many 
people globally will be impacted contracting COVID-19. How many more will be out of work (short or longer term), 
how many will be working at health care facilities, especially hospitals like our daughter Anika at Children’s 
Hospital, and how will they do in avoiding getting sick themselves and/or bringing the virus home. In the early 
stages of what might be a long slog (I’ve run some long slogs…think marathon), I’m finding myself reaching out to 
people that I less routinely contact. My patterns are changing.  
 
I don’t know where all this leads. In the meantime, I’ve scheduled a platelet donation at the Red Cross tomorrow 
even though I got the comment it might reduce my immunity for a while if I should need that. I’m also learning 
how a congregation begins to shift into an alternative mode with distant small groups, Sunday assembly, and new 
manners of being community and moving in the direction of forming new ministries in what may be a rather, 
different emerging world. On that note, Paul, Kris, Peter, and I had a productive conversation with Common 
Wealth Development yesterday as we think of how best to use our land and building as we move into the future. 
Prayers for guidance and wisdom are needed now and always. 
 

Thoughts about the new world we are living in- Jan Gietzel 

I have to admit that this strange and frightening world we live in right now has challenged my ability at times to 
stay positive and not get depressed.  Like many of us, I am trying to find structure to my day, motivation to 
exercise and ways to stay connected and uplifted.  I just found the following quote which seems to speak to me.  I 
also have listed an incredibly uplifting YouTube video below which was created by musicians from the Berklee 
School of Music.  Hope you enjoy it. 

“Let your dreams be bigger than your fears, your actions louder than your words, and your faith stronger 
than your feelings.” 

– Unknown 

https://youtu.be/QagzdvzzHBQ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Information from Ulrika Swanson, church treasurer, and Jan Gietzel, co-church treasurer. 

As you know from your personal finances, social distancing hasn’t stopped bills from coming in.  As you are able, 
continued giving to church will help us keep up with expenses during this time when we aren’t able to gather 
together physically on Sunday mornings.  Checks can be mailed to church or directly to Jan Gietzel, who does the 
deposits.  Thank you for giving! 

There also is a new online option for giving through Church Connect!  Once you set up an account, you have the 
option to give by credit/debit, ACH/checking, and even SMS/text.  Whether or not you choose to give online, 
creating an account will allow you to view/print your giving history.  In the future, Church Connect may also be 
used to communicate announcements and upcoming events.  If you have questions or want help setting up an 
account, let Ulrika Swanson know. 
 
Church’s address: 
2509 McDivitt Road 
Madison, WI 53713 
 
Jan Gietzel 
360 W. Washington Avenue, Unit 402 
Madison, WI 53703 
 
Church Connect URL: 
https://www.churchtrac.com/connect?ui=6005FEAA 
 

 
 
Ulrika’s contact info: 
ulrikaswanson@gmail.com 
312-330-7634 

 



Jessica	Jones	Flippo	(submitted	by	Ann-Britt	Keillor) 
 
For weeks I have heard people saying “I just can’t wait for things to be back to normal.” I remember even saying 
that a few times myself. But as I’ve thought about our current situation, I have realized how much I don’t want 
things to go back to the way they were. Here are a few of my thoughts... 
1. I pray that the next time a friend grabs me and pulls me in for a hug, I actually take the time to appreciate the 
gift of their embrace. 
2. I pray that when school resumes and I’m dropping my kids off, I take the time to thank the staff for the amazing 
gift that they give to our family. 
3. I pray that the next time I’m sitting in a crowded restaurant I take the time to look around at the smiling faces, 
loud voices and thank God for the gift of community. 
4. I pray that the next time I’m standing in church listening to the voices of praise and taking communion that I 
take a moment to thank God for the gift of congregation. 
5. I pray that the next time I see a person or situation that needs prayer, I hope I pray as passionately and fervently 
as I have these past few weeks. 
6. I pray that when I am at the grocery store that I take a moment to thank God that He provides us with the 
necessities of life and the amazing people who work so hard to keep us supplied.  
7. I pray that I never again take for granted the ability to hop in the car and visit a friend, go to the mall, take my 
kids to a movie, etc.  
So, truth is, I don’t want things to return to the way they once were. I pray that we take the lessons and challenges 
of the past few weeks and create a new normal. My goal is to pray more, love harder, and truly appreciate the 
daily abundance of blessings that were so easily overlooked just a mere few weeks ago. 
 
Submitted by Ulrika Swanson 
 
I join a group of friends for team trivia most Friday evenings.  While I usually don’t help the team with many 
answers, it is fun to hang out and eat tasty bar food once a week.  With bars and restaurants closed, we have 
stayed connected in other ways.  The first activity that we did together from our respective homes was an 
animated Disney movie tournament.  Ashley took nominations for best movies in our group text.  She and Jennifer 
(her sister) set up the bracket and sent a picture to the group.  We did a Facebook call to play the tournament a 
few days later.  With each pair of movies, people shared why they thought one was better than the other, and 
then Jennifer used StrawPoll to tally the votes.  In addition to the Madison-area people who regularly go to trivia 
on Fridays, we had one friend playing with us from Honduras!  Here is how our bracket turned out.  Which movie 
would win in yours? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Submitted by Ann-Britt Keillor 

 

 
 
THIS WAS HILARIOUS - from Joyce Boggess 
Ask your kids these 16 questions. Here they are followed by answers from Jessica’s kids. 
          a. Jayda b. Jackson 
1. If you won a million dollars, what would you buy? 

a. I'd buy a Doc Mcstuffins set to help the doctors first  
b. I would give 200,000 to my parents a piece. Buy a house and some cars -and the rest I don’t spend I will  
    give it to my little sister. 

2. How long does it take to get to the U.K.? 
a. What's the UK? No I know I know 159 miles  
b. From the airport maybe 5 hours 

3. What does Mama always say to you? 
a. Stop  
b. Watch her  

4. What job would you like to do when you get big? 
a. I want to still be in college then 
b. A job in the NFL or MLB 

5. What is the capital of America?  
a. A capital? You mean that guy that stands on top of buildings with a cheeseburger in his hand?  
b. The white house 

6. Where do babies come from?  
a. From mommies  
b. They come from dads that help the mommas and the mommas make it grow 

7. At what age do you become an adult? 
a. 30  
b. 18 

8. If you could change one rule your family has, what would it be?  
a. I just want to hold the baby all the time cause she my sweet sweet 
b. The age I have to be to go to the park by myself. 



9. If you could be a superhero, what superpower would you have? 
a. Flying, super speed and smashing the floor. 
b. Super speed, flight and invisibility. 

10. What would you do to save the planet? 
a. I would go to space and smash any rock coming to our planet 
b. I would take everything away that would make people intoxicated and do bad things 

11. If you could eat one thing for the rest of your life, what would it be?  
a. It would be hot broccoli / 
b. West Towne Mall cause the have a lot of different varieties 

12. How much does it cost to buy a house? 
a. 179 dollars 
b. 5-10 thousand dollars 

13. Why do you think we should be nice to others?  
a. Because that's God's rule 
b. So they can be nice to you 

14. What does love mean to you? 
a. Kissing people with kindness and love all that stuff 
b. Being with someone you love 

15. What are you scared of? 
a. Snakes 
b. Scorpions 

16. What is important to you? 
a. My baby sister 
b. My family 

	
Christianity Offers No Answers About the Coronavirus. 

It's Not Supposed To 
BY N.T. WRIGHT 
UPDATED: MARCH 29, 2020 3:47 PM EDT | ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED: MARCH 29, 2020 8:00 AM EDT 
N. T. Wright is the Professor of New Testament and Early Christianity at the University of St 
Andrews, a Senior Research Fellow at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford University and the author of over 
80 books, including The New Testament in Its World. 

F or many Christians, the coronavirus-induced limitations on life have arrived at the same 

time as Lent, the traditional season of doing without. But the sharp new regulations—no 
theater, schools shutting, virtual house arrest for us over-70s—make a mockery of our little 
Lenten disciplines. Doing without whiskey, or chocolate, is child’s play compared with not 
seeing friends or grandchildren, or going to the pub, the library or church. 

There is a reason we normally try to meet in the flesh. There is a reason solitary confinement is 
such a severe punishment. And this Lent has no fixed Easter to look forward to. We can’t tick off 
the days. This is a stillness, not of rest, but of poised, anxious sorrow. 
 
No doubt the usual silly suspects will tell us why God is doing this to us. A punishment? A 
warning? A sign? These are knee-jerk would-be Christian reactions in a culture which, 
generations back, embraced rationalism: everything must have an explanation. But supposing it 
doesn’t? Supposing real human wisdom doesn’t mean being able to string together some dodgy 
speculations and say, “So that’s all right then?” What if, after all, there are moments such as T. 
S. Eliot recognized in the early 1940s, when the only advice is to wait without hope, because 
we’d be hoping for the wrong thing?  



 
Rationalists (including Christian rationalists) want explanations; Romantics (including 
Christian romantics) want to be given a sign of relief. But perhaps what we need more than 
either is to recover the biblical tradition of lament. Lament is what happens when people ask, 
“Why?” and don’t get an answer. It’s where we get to when we move beyond our self-centered 
worry about our sins and failings and look more broadly at the suffering of the world. It’s bad 
enough facing a pandemic in New York City or London. What about a crowded refugee camp on a 
Greek island? What about Gaza? Or South Sudan? 
 
At this point the Psalms, the Bible’s own hymnbook, come back into their own, just when some 
churches seem to have given them up. “Be gracious to me, Lord,” prays the sixth Psalm, “for I 
am languishing; O Lord, heal me, for my bones are shaking with terror.” “Why do you stand far 
off, O Lord?” asks the 10th Psalm plaintively. “Why do you hide yourself in time of trouble?” 
And so, it goes on: “How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever?” (Psalm 13). And, all the 
more terrifying because Jesus himself quoted it in his agony on the cross, “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” (Psalm 22). 

Yes, these poems often come out into the light by the end, with a fresh sense of God’s presence 
and hope, not to explain the trouble but to provide reassurance within it. But sometimes they go 
the other way. Psalm 89 starts off by celebrating God’s goodness and promises, and then 
suddenly switches and declares that it’s all gone horribly wrong. And Psalm 88 starts in misery 
and ends in darkness: “You have caused friend and neighbor to shun me; my companions are in 
darkness.” A word for our self-isolated times. 

The point of lament, woven thus into the fabric of the biblical tradition, is not just that it’s an 
outlet for our frustration, sorrow, loneliness and sheer inability to understand what is 
happening or why. The mystery of the biblical story is that God also laments. Some Christians 
like to think of God as above all that, knowing everything, in charge of everything, calm and 
unaffected by the troubles in his world. That’s not the picture we get in the Bible. 

God was grieved to his heart, Genesis declares, over the violent wickedness of his human 
creatures. He was devastated when his own bride, the people of Israel, turned away from him. 
And when God came back to his people in person—the story of Jesus is meaningless unless that’s 
what it’s about—he wept at the tomb of his friend. St. Paul speaks of the Holy Spirit “groaning” 
within us, as we ourselves groan within the pain of the whole creation. The ancient doctrine of 
the Trinity teaches us to recognize the One God in the tears of Jesus and the anguish of the 
Spirit. 

It is no part of the Christian vocation, then, to be able to explain what’s happening and why. In 
fact, it is part of the Christian vocation not to be able to explain—and to lament instead. As the 
Spirit laments within us, so we become, even in our self-isolation, small shrines where the 
presence and healing love of God can dwell. And out of that there can emerge new possibilities, 
new acts of kindness, new scientific understanding, new hope. New wisdom for our leaders? Now 
there’s a thought. 

 
 
 
 



Parish Notes 
 
Birthdays     Anniversaries 
 
Teresa Foster  April 9   April 16 Deb McGill and Glenn Hanson 
Duane Anderson April 10 
Jan Gietzel  April 12 
Deb McGill  April 24 
Sue Pecotte  April 25 
Lowell Nordling April 26 
Gunnard Swanson April 29 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember in your prayers 
Those who are ill, decision makers, and all of our essential workers.  And all of us. 

Calendar 
We don’t anticipate meeting in person for the next few weeks.  If this changes, we will make sure to 
contact you.  Those who participate in small group meetings will be notified about meetings.   

Good Neighbors Personal Essentials Pantry 
Item of the Month 

                                 
Kleenex 

 
You can drop off Kleenex at church during the pantry 

hours.  Someone will take it from your car. 
 

Pantry Hours: 
Fridays 10:00 AM-noon 

Thursday April 16 
5:30 PM-7:00 PM 

 
 


