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Arise Your Light Has Come…What is it Revealing?
During Epiphany we celebrate what God has revealed. This usually focuses on the incarnation, starting at the
manger, when we remember the wise men’s journey to Bethlehem where they would pay homage to the infant
Jesus. Foreigners led by vision and a star discover what God revealed for the whole world to see — love made
flesh — the redeemer of creation born to live in relationship with it. It goes on, reflecting on the ministry and
interactions of Jesus as he shares his life and his vision of the Kingdom with ordinary people in and around Galilee.
Throughout it all we see God’s love revealed as Christ draws people into community, affirms their dignity, forgives
their sins, and extends them grace.
But there’s another story upon which the season of Epiphany draws. It’s told in Isaiah 60 — when a message of
hope was proclaimed to beleaguered people. In that instance, the prophet instructs the people of Jerusalem who
had just returned from generations in exile, “Arise, shine; for your light has come…lift up your eyes and look
around.”
For them such an assertion was an audacious, perhaps even an absurd claim far removed from their experience.
They came home to Jerusalem after years of suffering expecting life to return to normal. But what they found was
a city in ruins, and no clear or easy path back to how things used to be. What they ultimately had to come to
terms with was that things were different and they’d never be the same. The good old days of Jerusalem’s preexile glory were gone and they weren’t coming back. But even as the prophet and his community experienced that
difficult truth, the writer of Isaiah 60 announced the dawning of God’s revealing light and with it a renewed future
filled with God’s promised faithfulness. Even though things wouldn’t return to how they had been, God’s radiant
presence would illuminate a path.
Epiphany meets us this year with our own longings and expectations and perhaps with experiences that aren’t
living up to them. But God’s light still dawns to reveal God’s constant goodness and God’s promised faithfulness.
As it rises again this year will we too rise to see how it will reveal that goodness and faithfulness? Will we watch
for newly illuminated paths towards our own renewed future?
God’s radiant presence has arrived, let’s lift up our eyes and look around, with eager hearts and courageous hearts.
Pastor Peter Morris

Annual Meeting of the Congregation
A very important meeting of the members of the congregation will take place on February 2, 2020 after church. At
that time, we will vote on the 2020 budget.
The Leadership Team has been working tirelessly on options for the future and it is now time for the members to
make some critical decisions. The budget will open the door for discussions on the future of the church.
If you are a member, we strongly encourage you to attend this meeting. Obviously, all interested friends of the
congregation may attend, but only members may vote.
If you have questions, please speak to a member of the Leadership Team.
Joyce Boggess, chair
Kris Brown
Jan Gietzel

Mark Hanson
Paul Kent
Dan Meyer

Pastor Peter Morris
Ulrika Swanson
Rachel Woofter

A New Year with the Lord
A new year is about to unfold
With new opportunities to explore
Doors will open for new experiences,
New adventures with the Lord
Remember not the former things,
The things of this past year,
The Lord will do new things in us,
Much more than we are aware
For He will make a way for us
As we put our trust in Him
And He will guide our every step
By His presence we have within
What God has placed within our hearts,
We find we'll be able to do
If we look for the opportunities,
We'll see the door to go through
We mustn't let anything hold us back
But rise up and take our place
And be all that God wants us to be
With a fresh touch of His grace
© By M.S.Lowndes

Friday Fun Night for
kids is pushed back
one week, until
January 10.

Summer Camp Registration

Registration for summer camp is open!! Talk to Rachel Woofter about options for kids, including funding.
There are camps for kids as young as second graders, and all the way up to adults. Watch the bulletin
boards for more information! Contact Rachel.woofter@gmail.com or 414-416-8210, with any questions.

-As our church makes decisions for the upcoming calendar year, pray for wisdom about how to best
serve the kids in our community.
-Pray for the volunteers and adults who support Children’s Church on Sundays and the Friday night
programs.
-Pray for the parents and families of the kids we see at Arbor as they guide their children.

The Arbor Children’s Christmas Program was delightful
as usual. Dawn and Art portrayed Joseph and Mary.
Jada sang “His Eyes are on the Sparrow”. And several of
the children improvised their roles. Thanks to Rachel for
all her organization and work.

Amazon Smile
Do you shop at Amazon? If you do, you can take advantage of an Amazon program called Smile.
Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time
you shop, at no cost to you.
“When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you'll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase
price to your favorite charitable organization.”
Simply designate Arbor Covenant Church as your charity – and Amazon will send a portion of your purchase to
Arbor.

Parish News
Kris and Phil Brown welcomed their newest
granddaughter on December 7, 2019 in
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania. Eva Brown Colby’s
parents are Karin and Ryan Colby. She weighed
8 lbs. 13 oz. at birth. Eva was named for Kris’
grandmother and was born on the same date as
Ryan’s grandfather.
When she was 2.5 weeks old, she and her
parents drove to Madison for Christmas. There
she met her six cousins, one of her two great
grandmothers, and many aunts and uncles.

Four generations
Eva with her mother Karin,
grandmother Kris, and great
grandmother Lenore

January Birthdays
Michelle Stachowiak
Dan Meyer
Kristina Keillor

January 23
January 24
January 31

January Anniversaries
January 11

Doug and Sheri Keillor

Good Neighbors Personal Essentials Pantry
ITEM OF THE MONTH
Toothpaste 6 oz.
Please leave donations in the box in the front hallway.
Thank you
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Host
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Joyce Boggess
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Deb McGill and
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Church Financials January 2019-November 2019
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7:00 PM
Small Group@
Meyers

10:00 AM-noon
Personal
Essentials Pantry

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

1

9:15 AM Sunday
Study Group
10:00 AM Call to
Worship
Communion
Deacon Fund
9:15 AM Sunday
Study Group
10:00 AM
Call to Worship

9:15 AM
Sunday Study
Group
10:00 AM
Call to Worship

9:15 AM Sunday
Study Group
10:00 AM
Call to Worship

6:45 PM
Leadership
Team

7:00 PM
Small Group@
Meyers

5:30 PM-7:30
PM
Personal
Essentials
Pantry

7:00 PM
Small Group@
Meyers

7:00 PM
Small Group@
Meyers

10:00 AM-noon
Personal
Essentials Pantry
5:30 PM-7:00 PM
Friday Fun Night
10:00 AM-noon
Personal
Essentials Pantry

4:30 AM-7:30 AM
Homeless Shelter
@Grace Episcopal
10:00 AM-noon
Personal Essentials
Pantry

10:00 AM-noon
Personal
Essentials Pantry

2

9:15 AM Sunday
Study Group
10:00 AM
Call to Worship
Communion
Deacon Fund
Annual Meeting

*Shelter Volunteers: Peter Morris and Dan Meyer

