
 
 
The Leadership Team and I have determined that I will take a brief sabbatical this winter.  Beginning 
February 15, I will step away for around four weeks for renewal and discernment.  I am planning for this 
time to include some extended periods of silence and solitude and some recreation and fun with family 
and friends.  The purpose for the sabbatical is to create time and space to cultivate my connection with 
God and to uncover God’s hopes for me.  Just as significant, it will also provide a stretch of time for 
renewing and revisioning my role in the life and ministry of Arbor Covenant.   
 
I’m excited to find out what I’ll discover over the course of these weeks away.  I’m eager to learn what 
God might reveal about me, about Arbor, and about what God intends to do in our community in and 
through our congregation.  The prospect of uncovering God’s hope for the season of life to come makes 
me hopeful and I’m committed to being faithful to the process of discernment.  
 
But discernment is never a solitary exercise.  No one member — no matter their role — can 
independently discover God’s intentions for a community.  I want to challenge the whole congregation to 
use this winter as a season to engage the process of discernment communally.    
 
Perhaps the most straightforward way to do this is by simply paying attention to the places and ways you 
are seeing and experiencing God — to notice the ways God is present, in your life and in the communities 
of which you are a part.  This may happen when you’re recognizing the needs of others and feeling the 
inclination to respond.  It might happen when you see another person demonstrate a gift or express a 
passion that inspires you.  It could take place as you’re reading a book or engaging an idea in worship or 
bible study that convicts you or fills you with hope.  It could happen in a conversation with a trusted friend 
who tells you something that they’ve noticed inside of you.  There are countless ways God reveals God’s 
presence and movement — we simply need to pay attention.   
 
And then once we’ve noticed something, the task becomes sharing it with the rest of the community.  We 
do this by telling the stories, by sharing our hopes, by communicating our convictions.  It’s my belief that 
once we get enough of these stories together, shared among the community, God’s intentions for us will 
begin to become clear in a new way.   
 
I hope when I return in March to have stories to share.  I also hope that you’ll have stories to share with 
me.   
 
The leadership team and I are finalizing plans to maintain church functions while I’m away.  We’re filling 
out a worship calendar with guest preachers and congregational members to lead Sunday services.  
We’re also making arrangements to check messages, go through mail, and provide care and visitation in 
the event a need arises.  If you have any questions or concerns, please direct them to me or to the 
Leadership Team.   
 
Pastor Peter Morris 
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Ways to Get Involved in Children's Ministry 
 
As a small church, we ALL get to be involved in children's ministry, by building relationships with the 
kids at Arbor and showing them their value in the Kingdom of God. How awesome! 
-Challenge yourself to learn the names of all the kids at Arbor, both those who have been regularly 
attending, and those who occasionally come! Greet them each week. 
-Choose a child to pray for regularly. After a week (or month), choose another child to lift up in prayer. 
-Visit the kids table, or chat with some of the older kids, during fellowship time after worship. 
-Make & serve dinner at a Friday night gathering.  
-Volunteer to teach children's church one Sunday a month. (This may become a plea after baby Woofter 
#3 arrives!) 
 
 

                            Summer Camp 2019 
 

It's time to think about camp! Check out the bulletin 
board in the narthex for information, dates and 
brochures for summer camps at Covenant Point and 
Covenant Harbor. Discounts are available for 
registering before March 15! Talk to Rachel if you 
have any questions or would like help registering a 
child. 
*Ask Jordan, Aubrey, and Jackson about their 
experience at Covenant Harbor last summer!  
 
 
 

 
 

First Fridays 
 
Friday night programming is back after a month off!  We meet on Friday, 
February 1st, and then Friday, March 1st. Dinner starts at 5:30, and is 
followed by a Bible story, games, and activities. Ms Joyce will be  
leading the program in March, as Rachel will be expecting, or enjoying, a 
new baby! 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Arbor Covenant Church
2509 McDivitt Rd

Madison, WI 53713
(608) 271-1955

Questions?
Rachel Woofter
Children's Ministry Leader
rachel.woofter@gmail.com
(414) 416-8210

Enjoy a Friday 

evening while your 

kids explore their 

Christian faith
 in a 

safe environment!

JOIN US!
March 1

5:30-7:00 pm

For kids ages 4-11

MARCH 

Jesus shares abundant life with 
his disciples, and asks us to bring 

others into that abundance!

Dinner provided!

Come for a Bible story, 

songs, craft, and games!



Church News 
 
The Nominating Committee 
 
Debby Meyer, Ann-Britt Keillor, and Glenn Hanson were selected to serve as a nominating committee for 
Leadership Team openings. They will be looking for replacements for Rachel Woofter, Dan Meyer, and 
Paul Kent on Leadership Team. All three are finishing first terms.  
 
Notes from January Leadership Team Meeting 
 
Discussion of the proposed budget. Major conversation points: removing worship leader from budget (to 
be paid for from assets, if position is filled), changing conference & denominational giving from $2,000 to 
$1,000, and other areas to trim/adjust so the budget is both balanced and closer to a $100,000 mark for 
giving. Desire to be transparent with congregation about church's size, abilities, and expenses in the 
budget. 
Planning of Pastor Peter's sabbatical. He will be out from February 17-March 18 and will work on 
coverage for speakers on Sunday. Planning details to be coordinated in a spreadsheet, including plans 
for Lent. 
 

Pastor Morris Sabbatical 
 
Pastor Peter Morris has requested a month sabbatical.  At their 
meeting in December 2018, the Leadership Team agreed to this 
proposal.  The Leadership team is currently arranging for 
coverage of Pastor Peter’s responsibilities.  If you are interested 
in helping, please see Joyce Boggess or Kris Brown.   
 

The following people will be speaking on Sundays while Pastor Peter is away: 
February 17 Joyce Boggess 
February 24 Rev. Judy Peterson 
March 3  Rev. Peter Sjoblom 
March 10 Rev. Kari Lindholm- Johnson 
March 17 TBD 
 
Covenant Women Book Night 
 
Our Annual Book Review Night will take place 
April 29. (Please note: this is a new date) 
Kris Brown will once again compile a list of 
recommended books.  We welcome EVERYONE 
to submit books to Kris.  You may submit simply 
a title and author – or you can write a brief 
review of why you recommend this book. We 
welcome all genres.  This is a great way to share 
your interests with others in our congregation.  
Submissions should be sent to Kris at 
Kristinelbrown@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

















Parish Notes 
 
Birthdays      Anniversaries 
 
February 3  Charlie Volk   February 10 Marijo and Dan Kessenich 
February 12  Rachel Woofter 
February 14  Lee Fledderjohann 
February 14  Michelle Anna Stachowiak 
February 15  Sheri Keillor 
February 16  Kyle Hanson 
February 16  Malina Keillor Gleissner 
February 17  Carson Hanson 
February 21  Hayden Hanson 
February 23  Emma Keillor Hutchins 
 
 

 
Volunteer Ministries 
 

 Host Nursery Children’s 
Church 

Reader Projector 

February 3 Kris and Phil 
Brown 

Joyce 
Boggess 

Mark 
Hanson 

Kris 
Brown 

Debby 
Meyer 

February 10 Ann-Britt 
Keillor and 

Ulrika Swanson 

Amanda 
Pecotte 

Rachel 
Woofter 

Ruth 
Hallblade 

Chuck 
Gietzel 

February 17 Sue and John 
Pecotte 

Amanda 
Pecotte 

Ruth 
Hallblade 

Ann-Britt 
Keillor 

Mark 
Hanson 

February 24 Elrene and Ken 
Lund 

UIrika 
Swanson 

Joyce 
Boggess 

Mark 
Hanson 

Sue 
Pecotte 

March 3 Janis and Mark 
Hanson 

Amanda 
Pecotte 

Ruth 
Hallblade 

Sue 
Pecotte 

Michelle 
Stachowiak 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Personal Essentials Pantry 
Item of the Month 

 

 
Toilet paper 

 
Please leave donations  
in box in front hallway. 

Thank You! 
 



 
February 2019 Calendar 

 

 

    1 
5:30-7:00 
PM 
First Friday 

2 
 

3 
9:00 AM Sunday 
Study Group 
10:00 AM 
Call to Worship 
Communion 
Deacon Offering 
 

4 5 6 7 
7:00 PM 
Small Group 
 

8 
10:00 AM-
noon 
Personal 
Essentials 
Pantry 
 

9 

10 
9:00 AM Sunday 
Study Group 
10:00 AM 
Call to Worship 
 

11 12 
6:45 PM 
Leadership 
Team 

13 14 
 

15 
10:00 AM-
noon 
Personal 
Essentials 
Pantry 

16 
 

17 
9:00 AM Sunday 
Study Group 
10:00 AM 
Call to Worship 
(Joyce Boggess) 
 
 

18 19 20 21 
5:30 PM-7:30 PM 
Personal Essentials 
Pantry 
 
7:00 PM 
Small Group 
 

22 
10:00 AM-
noon 
Personal 
Essentials 
Pantry 
 

23 

24 
9:00 AM Sunday 
Study Group 
10:00 AM 
Call to Worship 
(Rev. Judy 
Peterson) 

25 26 27 28 
4:30 AM -7:00 AM 
Homeless Shelter at 
Grace Episcopal** 
7:00 PM 
Small Group 
 

1 
10:00 AM-
noon 
Personal 
Essentials 
Pantry 
5:30PM-
7:00 PM 
First Friday 
 

2 

      *Shelter Volunteers Ken Lund and Glenn Hanson 
 


