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Epiphany-Style Community
Twelve days after Christmas, the church celebrates Epiphany. It’s a feast day that places us alongside
the Magi at the stable in Bethlehem where Mary and Joseph welcomed the birth of Jesus. Heralded by
the guiding star that rested over the meager yet meaningful scene, it’s a day to rejoice in light that has
shined in the darkness. On Epiphany and in the subsequent season of the church year that follows, we
reflect on what has been revealed to us about God, about God’s salvation, and about ourselves through
the dawning of this light in the incarnation of Christ.
Startlingly, some of these lessons originate in the origin of the Magi’s themselves. When we think about
this event, we have to wonder what it means that these Wise Men were foreigners. That people would
travel far, crossing borders of nation and culture, surely demonstrates the cosmic, universal significance
of Christ and the good news he intends for all people in all places. But their status as foreigners also
says something about the kind of community Christians are meant to pursue and the sort of
openminded, openhearted perspective we are meant to have towards the world.
In this instance of transcendent glory — when God shows up to dwell among us — God sees fit to
include people of different backgrounds, different cultures, even different religious outlooks. Could it be
that the scene wouldn’t have been complete without their presence? That the diversity they bring to the
manger contributes something essential to the wonder of the moment? In a world where differences can
too often become impediments that limit or preempt relationship, God sees fit to place foreigners (and
vulnerable peasants and rugged laborers and actual livestock) at a cosmically decisive moment. In fact,
in this first picture of Christian community, the Magi’s wisdom seems to provide an essential component
that tells a fuller, richer story and offers a more expansive vision than it would have in their absence.
They were welcomed and included as contributors (not merely as onlookers) at the manger. And
because they were, Christians everywhere are always called to welcome and include. This initial picture
of community calls us to live openly with eyes and hearts and minds that are always looking beyond
borders, always loving regardless of distinction, always imagining something bigger and broader and
more in line with what God intends as God’s goodness transforms and unifies all of creation.
As we step into a new year and celebrate the season of Epiphany, may we seek out and embrace the
expansive love that dawned at Christ’s birth, may we be a community that welcomes and includes the
way God intends.
Pastor Peter Morris

Blessed New Year to All
FYI
On December 31, 1862 the first “Watch Night Services” were celebrated in African American
communities waiting for President Abraham Lincoln to sign the Emancipation Proclamation into
law.
History of the Watch Night Service
The Watch Night service can be traced back to gatherings also known as “Freedom’s Eve.” On that night,
enslaved and free African Americans came together in churches and private homes all across the nation
awaiting news that the Emancipation Proclamation actually had become law. At the stroke of midnight on
January 1,1863, all slaves in the Confederate States were declared legally free. When the news was
received, there were prayers, shouts and songs of joy as many people fell to their knees and thanked God.
African Americans have gathered in churches annually on New Year’s Eve ever since, praising God for
bringing us safely through another year. It’s been over 155 years since the first “Freedom’s Eve” and
tradition still brings these churches together at this time every year to celebrate “how we got over.”
So we pray today “how we got over”
Look where God has brought us, out of the bondages
look how far we've come,
we're not what we ought to be,
we're not what we used to be
Thank You, Lord, thank You, Lord,
for what you’ve done!
Joyce Boggess

Annual Congregational Meeting: January 27, 2019
The meeting will be held shortly after church - A light lunch will be served. Please plan to attend.

Early Morning Small Group Bible Study
The Sunday morning Small Group Bible Study will resume on January 6, 2019 at 9:15
The Early Morning Small Group Bible Study is a different way to read and experience the Bible; less like a reference
book, more like a story. We try each week to explore these questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What’s something you noticed for the first time?
What questions did you have?
Was there anything that bothered you?
What did you learn about loving God?
What did you learn about loving others?

Notes from December Leadership Team Meeting
Peter is going to put together a proposal for a possible pastoral sabbatical, including length,
time of year, and personal/professional goals during that time.
We continue to discuss the work, goals & next steps of the church growth committee, as well as
the inclusion committee.
We discussed budget goals, including pastor salary and a few other specific line items. Draft
budget will be reviewed at the January meeting, before the church's annual meeting.
Annual meeting is set for January 27 after church!

Good Neighbor Personal Essentials Pantry
Item of the Month
Toothpaste (6 oz)
Please leave donations in the box in the front
hallway. Thank you

A big THANK YOU to all kids and parents who made the Christmas program a reality! I hope the story
and music we worked on have helped add to your children's understanding and knowledge of the
Christmas story. I know my three-year-old has kept singing the songs around the house (even though he
"decided not to sing" on Sunday!)

-Pray that a new year could bring peace and a fresh start for the kids &
families at Arbor.
-Pray for families & kids that might be considering a week at camp
this summer.
-Pray for the volunteers

Reminder that there will NOT be a Friday Fun Night for kids in January. We'll
take the month off and resume meeting together on Friday, February 1.

JOIN US!
February 1
5:30-7:00 pm
For kids ages 4-11
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FEBRUARY:
We hear the story of Matthew,
and how Jesus wants to be
everyone’s friend.

Dinner provided!
Come for a Bible story,
songs, craft, and games!
Questions?
Rachel Woofter
Children's Ministry Leader
rachel.woofter@gmail.com
(414) 416-8210

Arbor Covenant Church
2509 McDivitt Rd
Madison, WI 53713
(608) 271-1955

Parish Notes
Our members welcomed three new granddaughters into their families in December.
Noelle Sehr Brown

Noelle Sehr Brown was born on December 4, 2018 at Meriter Hospital in
Madison. Her parents are Jason and Liz. She has a big brother Grant (5) and a
big sister Linnea (2). Phil and Kris Brown are her proud grandparents.

Kristina Ann Hanson
Kristina Hanson was born seven weeks early on December 5 in Boston. Her parents
are Carl and Susan Hanson. She has a big brother Charlie (5) and big sister Katelyn
(7). She weighed in at 4 lbs. 5 oz. but after two weeks in the NICU, she is now home
and weighs 5 lbs. 10 oz. Mark and Janis Hanson are her proud grandparents.

Heidi Rebecca Meyer

Heidi Rebecca Meyer was born December 16 in Ames, Iowa. Her parents are Jacob
and Christina. She has a big sister, Piper (2.5). Dan and Debby Meyer are her proud
grandparents.
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7:00 PM
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9:00 AM Adult Study
Group
10:00 AM
Call to Worship
Communion
Deacon Fund Offering
9:00 AM Adult Study
Group
10:00 AM
Call to Worship

9:00 AM Adult Study
Group
10:00 AM
Call to Worship

27

9:00 AM Adult Study
Group
10:00 AM
Call to Worship
After church
Lunch and Annual
Meeting

6:45 PM
Leadership
Team Meeting

5:30 PM-7:00 PM
Personal
Essentials Pantry
7:00 PM
Small Group

7:00 PM
Small Group
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7:00 PM
Small Group

10:00 AM-noon
Personal Essentials
Pantry

10:00 AM-noon
Personal Essentials
Pantry

4:30 AM – 7:00
AM Homeless
Shelter at Grace
Episcopal**
10:00 AM-noon
Personal Essentials
Pantry
10:00 AM-noon
Personal Essentials
Pantry

5:30 PM-7:00 PM
Fun
Friday
** Shelter Volunteers: Peter Morris and Dan Meyer

