Advent
Expectation | Imagination | Surprise | Participation

Advent is a season of waiting. It encompasses our Christmas
preparations. We read the stories of Israel’s hopes and fear and
reflect on the promises they clung to. As the season develops, we
marvel at the unlikely, ordinary people who took part in the story of
Christ’s birth. But Advent also demands that time be more than just
remembrance, that it not just be forward looking towards the
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completion of our yearly retelling of the nativity. It exhorts us to look
beyond our annual celebrations forward towards the transcendent,
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ongoing impact of God’s perennial insistence to be always
drawing near, always reaching out, always sharing love. It
asks us not merely to dwell on the decisiveness of Christ’s
incarnation, but to examine how the ongoing fulfillment of
God’s love transforms our lives, indeed how it promises to
transform everything — seen and unseen.
As we look forward, Advent shifts us towards expectation,
it compels us to imagine, it never ceases to surprise, and it invites us
to participate.
By fixing our eyes and our attention on God’s arrival, Advent expectation pulls us away from the cynical sense that
things are as they always will be. God’s coming presence give us reason to attend to our longing, the same
longings of God’s people immemorial — longings for peace, for justice, for a world in which all people will have
what they need to thrive. Advent expectation sees the ills and outrages of the world — brokenness, despair,
racism, sexism, homophobia, environmental devastation, conflict, violence — and refuses to grant them
perpetuity. It refuses to believe in their finality.
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We instead imagine a new day where God’s priorities prevail. We imagine a world where justice, love, and peace
become the reality experienced by all of God’s creation. The task of imagination takes seeing past a lot, it takes
vision and resilience to discern and embrace how God’s creative spirit is moving. It takes eyes to see and ears to
hear, and the courage to believe it’s possible.
It also requires a willingness to be surprised — because sometimes, often times — God’s grace is going to open up
possibilities we could never have imagined. Since it will be inclusive of people and create friendships we could
never have anticipated, we’re going to be surprised by the incalculable joy of God’s salvation. And as God renews
us and renews the world around us, we’re going to be surprised about the things we’ve been wrong about and the
growth that’s still imminent.
As this surprising hope rises like an everflowing stream we have the opportunity to say, like Mary did, “Let it be
with me…” To answer Advent’s invitation by living out the truths of God’s coming presence, by embodying the
vision of the new life God intends, by sharing ourselves and our gifts for the purposes of God’s grace, ultimately by
participating in God’s redemptive love.
Advent is a season of transformative waiting that sparks our expectations and cultivates our imaginations in ways
that ultimately surprise us. It’s waiting that invites us to participate in the work that God is doing, knowing that
God’s presence will always be among us. It’s also a season to share with friends and to worship together alongside
a community. I hope you’ll feel inclined to wait with us this year at Arbor Covenant.
Pastor Peter Morris

WHAT DO WE AT ARBOR COVENANT SUPPORT?
It’s hard to believe that 2018 is nearly over but 2019 is truly right over the horizon. It is that time of year that
we often think of what we would like to gift to non-profits that are important to us.
At Arbor, generosity is constantly in evidence as we support our church’s general spiritual and physical needs.
Beyond that, we support Luke House, Good Neighbors Personal Essentials Pantry (GNPEP), the Deacon Fund,
Global Development Network (GDN), the Randy Levin Camping Fund, Madison Urban Ministry, Porchlight, Merge
Ministries, Bread for the World and Covenant World Relief.
Below, each mission is briefly described, and a website is linked to each so you can get more information. Browse
the list and if you are moved to support any of them this year end, you can put your clearly designated gift in the
offering plate or donate online to any that provide a donation button.
THE DEACON FUND:

A source of money for crucial and immediate needs of any of our Arbor members, neighbors and friends.
Examples might be gas, groceries or rent assistance.
This offering is collected after church in the narthex following worship on the first Sunday of the month.
GOOD NEIGHBORS PERSONAL
ESSENTIALS PANTRY (GNPEP)
Four churches participate cooperatively to
staff and provide personal and household
hygience products free of charge to those
particularly in our neighborhood.
It is open every Friday in the Fellowship Room
of Arbor Covenant, a safe and welcoming place.
http://www.gnpep.net/

GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT NETWORK

MADISON URBAN MINISTRY (MUM)
As an interfaith organization, MUM seeks to live
out the call across faith traditions to care for our
Brothers and sisters, to welcome the stranger,
and to work for justice
http://emum.org/

PORCHLIGHT:
The largest provider of housing for those
in need in Madison.
http://porchlightinc.org/

THE RANDY and JEANNETTE LEVIN
CAMPING FUND: This fund assures that
any Arbor Covenant or neighborhood child who
wants to attend Covenant Point or Covenant
Harbor camps can do so.
.
Donations can be placed in the offering plate
clearly labeled for the Levin Camping Fund.

BREAD FOR THE WORLD
Bread for the World is a collective Christian voice urging our
nation’s leaders to end hunger at home and abroad.
www.bread.org

COVENANT WORLD RELIEF:
Through disaster relief and community
development, Covenant World Relief partners
the transformation of individuals, families, and
communities.
http://www.covchurch.org/relief/

MERGE MINISTRIES:
Arbor has partnered with MERGE in planning and carrying out
Mission Trips to Mexico and Guatemala for our high school
students and in supporting MERGE camping experiences.

This organization is committed to establishing a
sustainable platform for addressing the needs of
at-risk communities in Thailand. Several Arbor
members are on the board of GDN.
http://www.gdnc.org/

http://www.covmerge.org

Holiday Potluck
On Sunday December 16, we will have the Children’s Christmas Program during the service. THEN we
will share in our annual holiday potluck. Please plan to join in this wonderful meal. Bring a dish that
means something special to you or simply bring something to share. Everyone is welcome.

Christmas Greetings from the Pecotte Family:
Rather than send out Christmas Cards this year, we are sending this to all our Friends at Arbor Covenant
for 2018.
We pray that everyone will have a Christmas filled with love and joy. May it be filled with wonder as you
see new babies born and kids growing and learning about this wonderful world that God has given us to
live in and fill with His love. May each of us be a small piece in this puzzle of life and may we fit in where
we are meant to be. May we show love to those who seem to be so different from us as well as to those
who are so like us. May we offer a helping hand to those who seem to need no help as well as those
who need all the help they can get. May we be open to those we think we know as well as those who
we are just meeting. May we all be amazed as our “expectations” of Christmas are changed and
rearranged just as the “expectations” of the Jewish people were changed when a baby was given
instead of a King.
Merry Christmas 2018 and may we continue the journey into 2019.
John, Sue and Karen Pecotte

Highlights from November Leadership Team
-We continue to share how we see God working and speaking in our lives and communities each month
-We took time to plan for the Sunday with Pastor Judy, Advent, and Christmas events
-The congregational growth committee shared steps recently taken to reach out to the community and
make Arbor more welcoming on Sundays. We discussed other areas that the church could improve to
make it clear to visitors what we are about.

News from Joyce Boggess
First a word of thanks to Kris for her work on THE ARBOR NEWSLETTER – Any venue that I can get published in is a
plus for me. PLEASE FIND THE TIME TO READ THE NEWSLETTER
FYI: It was the Arbor Newsletter that brought three visitors from Hillcrest Covenant Church, De Kalb, Illinois to
Arbor for the November 18th Sunday Morning service.
OTHER THANKS: To Peter, Jan and Tamsin for help with the gathering last Sunday afternoon with Judy Peterson –
and some great youths from the Jesus People Church in Chicago – It was good to see Seairra Goettler –and regulars
Ulrika, Jen and Jessie- Just to let you know they would like to do it again.
Joyce Boggess
Leadership Team Chair

Amazon Smile
Do you shop at Amazon? If you do, you can take advantage of an Amazon program called Smile.
Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time
you shop, at no cost to you.
“When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you'll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase
price to your favorite charitable organization.”
Simply designate Arbor Covenant Church as your charity – and Amazon will send a portion of your purchase to
Arbor.

Monthly Financial Overview

What’s with the Boiler? (and make it funny)
I’ve participated in and done many things at Arbor over the last forty plus
years, but this is a first. The original task was to facilitate the replacement of
our 52-year-old boiler. The additional task, however, emanated from a
strange mood that fellow Leadership Team member Kris Brown must have
been in. The task was to write some boiler news for the newsletter and make
it funny. Paul Kent immediately seconded the idea with a couple of
humorous quips. So, the heat was on. And I hope I can get this story ignited.
But don’t make things too hot as I don’t want to damage my laptop which is
now sitting right on top of this boiler….story.
The basic facts are that Arbor had an old boiler which had served us well. The
boiler served the original church structure which is the Sanctuary, side
classrooms and offices, and kitchen. The 1987 addition has its own furnace.
So, what’s the diff? A furnace provides hot air while our boiler provided hot
water. Now this misuse of English can get you really hot under the collar. Don’t we all know since watching mom in
the kitchen at five years old that boiling means making steam? Well, don’t get all heated up, we’ve long known
that words (See admonishment on words/tongues in James 3) can be imprecise and misused. So, our engineers are
content with imprecision in this case and boilers can provide steam or hot water.
I can only recall one occasion when I walked into the sanctuary on a very cold day and it was cold. The boiler
seemed to be running. It was a hot water circulation problem, this lack of control (see James again) put us in hot
water. It’s not much fun to sit in a 55-degree room for service or for our Creek Day Care students to be doing
jumping jacks to stay warm in their classrooms. We did have the boiler go out once not long ago and, after the
repair, Hillestad Heating mentioned that spare parts were no longer available. With our annual boiler inspection
coming up, we thought it was time to get hot on the trail of a new boiler. The state inspector would really be
steaming if our boiler wasn’t up to full temperature.
The new boiler is a modern caste iron unit (Dick Lindgren and Ken Lund warmly welcomed that news) and it’s
about 1/3 the size and 1/3 the capacity of the old boiler. It cost just under $12,800 and was approved at the annual
meeting (no need to get all hot and bothered). The efficiency has improved from around 65% to 85%. Hillestad
thought this was enough capacity, and I agreed, which will leave me in very hot water if it’s only 65 degrees in the
Sanctuary on Christmas Day. And please feel free to contact me for a tour of our new boiler works. It’s a short tour
and will shed more heat than light.
I’ll close by wishing you a warm and blessed Christmas.
Mark Hanson
Leadership Team

-Join us on Sunday, December 16th during the regular service as the children of Arbor lead us in a service that
highlights the Christmas story. Parents of children, please watch your email for more details and preparations for
that day!
-Our next Friday gathering is December 7th. We will hear the story of Nicodemus and Jesus, and learn how we can
have new life in Christ!
-Summer camp registration is open! Hard to believe it, but please start thinking about kids in your life who would
love to experience a week at one of our summer camps, Covenant Harbor or Covenant Point.
-Contact Rachel with any questions! Rachel Woofter: rachel.woofter@gmail.com

-Pray for our kids and families as they get ready for the children's Sunday, and experience Advent together.
-Pray for kids and parents as they consider options for camp next summer!
-Pray for the growing relationships between kids and adults in ministry at Arbor, on Sunday mornings, Friday
nights, confirmation classes, and all informal interactions.

Daily Advent Activities
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Decorate for
Christmas (Arbor’s
day to decorate!)

Read the
Christmas
Story

Visit someone
who doesn’t
get outside
much

Set up the
nativity set

Send (or make) a card
for a neighbor
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Tell someone about
Jesus

Do
something
nice for a
stranger

Sing a favorite
carol
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Eat a meal with Donate food to a local
family and
pantry or shelter
friends
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Call someone you
Give 10 hugs Read a favorite Share a memory
haven’t been in touch
today
Christmas story
from past
with lately
Christmases
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15
Bake a treat to share
with someone
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Go to a Christmas
program
(Arbor’s is today!)

Have
everyone
finish the
sentence,
“To me,
Christmas
means...”
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Buy a gift for
someone in need

Donate
money to a
project that
you care
about

Smile at 15
people today

Spend five
minutes in
silence outside

Attend a Christmas
Eve service

Write a letter to Make Christmas Illustrate (or color) a
a family friend
gift tags
picture of the nativity

JOIN US!
December 7
5:30-7:00 pm
For kids ages 4-11
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DECEMBER:
We hear how we can have new
life in Christ!

Dinner provided!
Come for a Bible story,
songs, craft, and games!
Questions?
Rachel Woofter
Children's Ministry Leader
rachel.woofter@gmail.com
(414) 416-8210

Arbor Covenant Church
2509 McDivitt Rd
Madison, WI 53713
(608) 271-1955

Parish Notes
The Twins are Here!!
Amanda and Matthew Fledderjohann, along with big brother Lee, are proud to announce that their twins were
born on Thursday November 29. Jess Vines (4 lbs.9 oz) and Samantha Mae (4 lbs. 13 oz) were born about 7 a.m. at
Meriter Hospital. They are healthy little ones. Congratulations to this wonderful family! We look forward to
seeing them in church soon!!

Birthdays

December 10
December 11
December 18
December 18
December 25

Ian Mora
Matthew Fledderjohann
Ann-Britt Keillor
Harriet Anderson
Theo Morris

Anniversaries
December 29
December 30

Tamsin Ford and Peter Morris
Harry and Sue Engstrom

Good Neighbors Personal Essentials Pantry
Item of the Month
Toilet Paper
Please leave donations in the box in the front
hallway. Thank You

Volunteer Ministries
Host
December 2
December 9
December 16
December 23
December 30

Debby and Dan
Meyer
Janis and Mark
Hanson
Deb Levin and
Ruth Hallblade
Tamsin Ford and
Peter Morris
Joyce Boggess
and Mary Keehn

Nursery
Amanda
Pecotte
Amanda
Pecotte
Joyce
Boggess
Ulrika
Swanson
Tamsin
Ford

Children’s
Church
Rachel
Woofter
Mark
Hanson
Rachel
Woofter
Ruth
Hallblade
Joyce
Boggess

Reader
Michelle
Stachowiak
Ruth
Hallblade
Ann-Britt
Keillor
Sue
Pecotte
Mark
Hanson

Projector
Debby
Meyer
Mark
Hanson
Sue
Pecotte
Michelle
Stachowiak
Chuck
Gietzel

December 2018 Calendar
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1st Sunday in Advent
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5:30 PM7:30 PM
Personal
Essentials
Pantry
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21
10:00 AM- noon
Personal
Essentials
Pantry

28
4:30 AM- 7:00
AM Homeless
Shelter @ Grace
Episcopal
10:00 AM- noon
Personal
Essentials
Pantry
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9:15 AM
Adult Study Group
10:00 AM
Call to Worship
Communion
Deacon Fund
Offering
9
2nd Sunday in
Advent
9:15 AM
Adult Study Group
10:00 AM
Call to Worship
16
3rd Sunday in Advent
10:00 AM
Call to Worship
Children’s Christmas
Program
(during service)
Holiday Potluck
after church
23
4st Sunday in Advent
10:00 AM
Call to Worship

30
10:00 AM
Call to Worship

1
9:00 AMnoon
Decorate
church
for
Christmas
8

24
5:00 PM
Christmas
Eve Service

25
Merry
Christmas!

31

Shelter Volunteers: Roger Springman and Mark Hanson

