
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judy Howard Peterson is dynamic pastor and preacher with a strong connection to the Arbor Covenant Church community.  She once 
served as our associate pastor, bringing vitality and vibrance to our church in a powerful way.  Since leaving Arbor, she has served 
North Park University as the campus pastor and the Covenant Church as one of our most gifted preachers and teachers.  All the while 
she has remained connected to our community, maintaining strong relationships with many of us and even offering the sermon at the 
service that marked our 50th anniversary.   
 
If you’ve followed her story over the last year or so, you know that she has been at the forefront of the cause of inclusion in our 
denomination.  This commitment has not been easy, but she has journeyed this road with compassion and integrity always clinging to 
her vocation and identity as a pastor in a truly Covenant sense — as a companion of all who fear the Lord. 
 
In the coming months she will once again be bringing God’s Word to us and sharing her passionate insistence on God’s grace and 
God’s irresistible hope for the world.  On September 23rd, October 7th, and November 18th she will be a participant in our worship, 
preaching and engaging our community as we seek to encounter God and embody God’s grace in our congregation and community.   
 
I do hope that you will join us on these Sundays, that they will be powerful experiences for each of you, and that you will consider 
them opportunities to invite friends and neighbors who might also be inspired by her compelling message of God’s inexhaustible 
goodness. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Last month you were asked to have conversations with one another about life and ministry at Arbor Covenant Church. Central to 
these discussions are questions about where and how we have seen and experienced God at work in our community and the ways 
that we might invite and encourage others to partner with our congregation as they encounter and pursue relationships with God.   
 
The purpose of these conversations is to discern where God’s Spirit is leading us.  I hope you’ve had the chance to consider these 
questions together, that you’ve had some conversations that have been both challenging and inspiring, and that in the process, 
you’ve discovered elements and evidence of God’s insistent goodness at work in our community.   
 
Now it’s time to get into specific programs and activities.  Beginning in September and in the months to follow, there will be a series 
of questionnaires and gatherings to determine what we are experiencing through current opportunities to serve and participate at 
Arbor.  The intention is for each of us to reflect on our congregational involvement and whether our participation is life-giving or 
energy-depleting.  This way of engaging our participation corresponds to the concepts of consolations and desolations.  
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This framework has long been a part of Christian spirituality.  It’s a lens for examining our faith-life in which consolations refer to the 
sense of life-giving joy we experience when we are connected with God and the life God intends for us.  Conversely, desolations 
relate to the burdensome, draining feeling we experience when we are disconnected from God.  This method is one way Christians 
have been discerning God’s leading for centuries and it can lead us now. 
This month the task is to consider some weekly activities. Most of them take place in the context of Sunday morning worship services, 
a couple of them occur during the week or on a regular as needed basis.  Please consider each of them (especially the ones that you 
are actively participating in) and indicate whether or not they are life-giving or energy-depleting.  The information will be used by the 
leadership team, in consultation with the congregation as a whole, to shape Arbor’s life and ministry going forward.  Adding your 
name to anything that you turn in to me or a member of the leadership team would be especially helpful, so that appropriate follows 
up conversation can take place.  If you have questions or want to discuss any aspect of this questionnaire or questionnaires that 
follow please do not hesitate to contact me.   
*copies of this questionnaire will available at church 
 

Regular, Weekly Opportunities for Involvement, Participation and Service 
 
Small Group                 Life-Giving | Energy-Depleting  
 
Congregational Care                Life-Giving | Energy-Depleting  
          
Sunday Worship 

Participating in Music                             Life-Giving | Energy-Depleting  
  
 Planning and preparing for worship             Life-Giving | Energy-Depleting  
  
 Reading/Praying/Leading parts of the service           Life-Giving | Energy-Depleting  
 
 Children’s Church               Life-Giving | Energy-Depleting  
 
 Nursery                Life-Giving | Energy-Depleting  
 
 Planning/Preparing Refreshments for Fellowship time         Life-Giving | Energy-Depleting  

Pastor Peter Morris 
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Same Place, Same Time,  All are Welcome 

This fall worship will continue to be held at 10:00 AM on Sundays.   

Please consider inviting others to join you at church on Sunday mornings. 

Guest Speaker – Rev. Judy Howard Peterson 

Rev. Judy Howard Peterson will be preaching on September 23, 2018.  Judy is a nationally recognized public speaker.  

Several years ago, she served as our associate pastor.  Most recently she served as the chaplain of North Park University.    

Pastor Judy will return October 7 and November 18.  Please plan to attend and invite your friends. 

Sunday Adult Class 9:00 AM 

This fall the Sunday Morning Small Group will be continuing their reading and studying of the Bible. The group has been 

reading and studying the Bible in a new way- a way that is more akin to what would have happened in the early church. In 

the early church, believers would have gathered to hear readings of the gospels and letters read aloud.  

 The study group will be using copies of the New Testament. Join us as we read aloud the Bible in this old way through the 

year starting September 9th and ending before Memorial Day. What will it say to you and how will you engage? For more 

details, contact Joyce Boggess or Mark Hanson  

 “All are welcome and there is room at the table.” 

Thursday Small Group 

The Thursday small group will be restarting in September with the first meeting on September 20 from 7-9 pm.  All are 
welcomed! 

We will meet at Meyer’s (1141 Elizabeth St. on the near eastside) for this first meeting.  We will decide on what to study 
and set the schedule at this meeting.  We usually meet every Thursday except the week that Leadership Team meets. If 
you have questions, please contact Debby or Dan Meyer (257-2578) 
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Leadership Team 

Leadership Team Members 

Leadership Team: Joyce Boggess, Rachel Woofter, Ulrika Swanson, Mark Hanson, Jan Gietzel, Dan Meyer, Kris Brown, 

Pastor Peter Morris 

Officers for the Next Year 

The Leadership Team elected Joyce Boggess chair for the following year.  Mark Hanson will serve as vice-chair. Ulrika 

Swanson will work with Jan Gietzel to assume the treasurer’s position.  Rachel Woofter will continue to serve as secretary.  

Thank you to these faithful members for their service. 

Leadership Team Highlights-August Meeting 

-We continued conversations and development of a congregational survey to assess our current ministries. 

-Boiler replacement will happen this fall, costing about $12,000. This will replace the original boiler!! It has become very 

difficult to get service and/or parts for the old one. 

-The church building will be used to host a 10-week series on Witnessing Whiteness this fall, led by Therese Gulbransen. 

Participation is free, open to all, but limited to 20.  (See page 4 for more information) 

-Discussion of fall activities: confirmation class beginning, Children's Church & small group starting for the fall, and First 

Friday programs for kids 

Note from Ms. Joyce Boggess, new church chair 

When I said yes to the pastor and the leadership team to chair the leadership team for the next years, this thought came 

to my mind. I read somewhere that a church chair would benefit from having one or more of these spiritual gifts: 

leadership, administration, faith, servanthood, discernment, and teaching, should show evidence of prior effective 

ministry leadership and evidence of active and growing discipleship. For this position I should have the ability to listen and 

to communicate with people of all ages, work with others, preside over meetings, delegate responsibility, and to 

complete tasks, show genuine interest in responding to the hopes and concerns of people in the community.   Please pray 

for me! 

I served on the Leadership Team for the past year as vice chair and worked with a great group. The church Leadership 

Team meets on the second Tuesday of the month.  If you want to observe this dedicated group in action as they address 

the needs of our church, please drop by at 6:45 pm.  If you have an item you would like the Leadership Team to address, 

please let me know so it can be added to the agenda before the meeting.   

Thank you for your trust and support  

Blessing 

Joyce -Church Chair 

 

 



5 

HELP! 

It really does take a village to raise our children! Please prayerfully consider how you can 

contribute to Children's Ministry at Arbor.  

-We need at least one more teacher for Children's Church this year. (Commitment would 

be about once a month; curriculum & lessons are prepared for you.) 

We will be needing monthly dinners for the First Friday program for kids, possible volunteers to help to run the program. 

Consider providing food for a dinner and helping to serve! 

 

 

-Please pray for the children of Arbor as they go back to school, and transition to a new schedule, routine, teacher, and 

classmates. 

-Pray for our Children's Church teachers & Friday Night leaders, that they would have patience and wisdom as they teach. 

(And that another volunteer would step forward) 

-Pray for the parents of kids at Arbor as a new school year begins, and they support their students. 
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Parish Notes 
 

 

Keillor Family Celebration 
 
Congratulations to Malina Keillor and Matt Geissner who were married in Milwaukee on 
August 18.  Malina is the oldest daughter of Doug and Sheri Keillor and the 
granddaughter of her proud grandmother, Ann-Britt Keillor.  Best wishes to all! 
 

 

 

 

Woofter Family Baptism 
 
On August 19th, James Michael Woofter, son of Mike and Rachel Woofter was baptized.  Many members of their family 
attended and joined in the service as well as the celebration that followed.  The congregation agreed to support this 
young man as he grows. 
 

 
 

Good Neighbor Personal Essentials Pantry 

Item of the Month 
Dish Soap (12 oz.) 

 

                Birthdays         Anniversaries 
 

September 2  Peter Morris     September 5 Trudy and Lowell Nordling 
September 10 Joyce Boggess 
September 17 Tiffany Goettler 
September 21 Jennifer Johnson 
September 24 Hannah Lund 
September 24 Reese Simmons 

Volunteer Ministries 
 

 Host Nursery Children’s 

Church 

Reader Projector 

 

September 2 

 

Amanda and 

Matthew 

Fledderjohann 

Ulrika  

Swanson 

Ruth  

Hallblade 

Elrene 

Lund 

Sue 

Pecotte 

September 9 

 

Janis and Mark 

Hanson 

Joyce 

Boggess 

Rachel 

Woofter 

Jan 

Gietzel 

Michelle 

Stachowiak 

September 16 

 

Deb Levin and 

Ruth Hallblade 

Amanda 

Pecotte 

Mark 

Hanson 

Michelle 

Stachowiak 

Chuck 

Gietzel 

September 23 

 

Joyce Boggess 

and Mary Keehn 

Amanda  

Pecotte 

Matthew 

Fledderjohann 

Sue 

Pecotte 

Debby 

Meyer 

September 30 

 

Debby and Dan 

Meyer 

Tamsin 

Ford 

Ruth 

Hallblade 

Kris 

Brown 

Mark 

Hanson 
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September 2018 
 

      1 

Canoe Trip  

 

2 

10:00 AM  

Call to Worship 

Deacon Offering 

Canoe Trip 

 

3 

Labor 

Day 

4 5 6 7 

10:00 AM-noon 

Personal Essentials 

Pantry 

5:30-7:00 PM 

Kids Fun Friday 

8 

9 

9:00 AM 

Adult Study 

Group 

Communion 

10:00 AM 

Call to Worship  

Rally Sunday 

10 11 

 

 

6:45 PM 
Leadership Team 

12 13 14 

10:00 AM-noon 

Personal Essentials 

Pantry 

Covenant Women 

Fall Retreat 

15 

16 

9:00 AM 

Adult Study 

Group 

10:00 AM 

Call to Worship 

CW Fall Retreat 

 

17 18 19 20 
5:30 PM-7:30 PM 

Personal 

Essentials 

Pantry 

7:00-9:00 PM 

Thursday Night 

Small Group 

21 

10:00 AM-noon 

Personal Essentials 

Pantry 

 

22 

23 

9:00 AM 

Adult Study 

Group 

10:00 AM 

Call to Worship 

Rev. J. Peterson 

24 25 26 27 

 

7:00-9:00 PM 

Thursday Night 

Small Group 

28 

4:30 -AM- 7:00 AM 

Homeless Shelter @ 

Grace Episcopal 

10:00 AM-noon 

Personal Essentials 

Pantry 

 

29 

30 

9:00 AM 

Adult Study 

Group 

10:00 AM 

Call to Worship 

      

       Shelter Volunteers: Mark Hanson and Roger Springman 


