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A New Sign
We need a new sign. At the bottom of the hill on the corner of McDivitt and Todd, we currently
have a rather unassuming one. The writing is too small, in fact it’s hardly readable. I’m pretty
sure that you’d have to be looking for it to notice it. It’s time for that change.
The truth is, the physical location of our building — isolated at the end of the road — has been
an obstacle for our congregation. There are people in our neighborhood, who have lived here
for years, who do not know that Arbor Covenant even exists. But the unfortunate impracticality
of our building isn’t solely to blame for this. If we want people to know about us, we need to
convey to them who we are, where we are, and what we are — a church that believes God’s
grace is worth embracing and sharing.
So, let’s replace our easily-overlooked sign with something more noticeable, something that
tells a bit of our story, something that communicates our aspirations compellingly. On it’s own
a new sign won’t ensure that everyone finds out about us, but it may be a start.
This is a time sensitive task. We won’t take weeks and weeks working on the details or the
design. But if in the next ten days or so you have an idea for a phrase or a slogan or a concept
that the new sign could incorporate, please let me know.

Pastor Peter Morris
Pastor Judy Peterson
On October 7, Pastor Judy Peterson will return for the second of three Sundays at Arbor. Those
who were able to attend her first week were blessed by her message.
This is a wonderful opportunity to invite friends and neighbors.

Highlights from the September Leadership Team Meeting:
-We welcome Paul Kent to the leadership team! He will be serving through June 2019 finishing
Sue Springman's term.
-Much time was spent talking about how we can help facilitate congregational growth at Arbor.
We shared brainstormed ideas, and several members expressed interest in developing a task
force to focus on this and begin acting. Jan Gietzel will lead this group.
-Questionnaires on monthly mission activities are available for the congregation to complete.
These will help direct conversations about future mission opportunities.
-The position for a worship leader will be re-posted at area university campuses.
-Boiler replacement has been scheduled for Sep 26-28
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Two Opportunities for You at Arbor
The Inclusivity Committee that was formed last year to work on expressing Arbor’s stance on
welcoming and including ALL people who want to experience God’s grace is actively working on
ways to live out the statement that was approved by the congregation. If you are interested in
joining the committee, your participation is welcome. Please talk to Jan Gietzel.
Closely allied to this committee is a new Church Growth Committee. Paul Kent, Joyce Boggess,
Jan Gietzel and Pastor Peter are currently meeting and are committed to carrying out long- and
short-term strategies to keep Arbor sustainable and growing. We welcome additional people to
join us as we face the reality of the universal challenge of declining church attendance. Bring
your creativity and willingness to work as we discern what God has in store for Arbor. Talk to
any of the committee members if you are interested.
What Should Our New Sign Say?
Last Sunday Pastor Peter asked all of us to think about what a new sign on Todd Drive should
say about our church. As a short-term strategy, the Church Growth Committee is suggesting
that we create a sign that might lead people up to Arbor’s door to try our worship experience.
Be creative, have fun - there are no predisposed notions of how this sign should look. The
Committee will be anxious to see your contributions. Give them to any of the committee
members as soon as possible.
Work Day October 13
Arbor Covenant and Creek Day Care will work together Saturday morning October 13 to
improve our building and grounds. Plan to come and help – there is something for everyone to
do. See Mark Hanson for more information.

Women's Ministries Fall Retreat
September 14-16 four women from Arbor headed over to beautiful Lake Geneva for the Fall
Retreat of the Women's Ministries of the Central Conference. It was a weekend of worship,
workshops, boat rides, visiting with Covenant Women from throughout our Central Conference,
and eating plenty of good food.

Our speaker for the weekend was Nilwona
Nowlin from Chicago. As stated in our brochure,
she is "most known for her workshops that
empower introverts as well her work in the area
of racial righteousness and reconciliation." Our
topic for the weekend was UNITY. On Friday
she talked about how to move from pseudocommunity to true community. She stated that
we talk a lot about community, but we don't often practice it. We were asked to think about
when we first became aware of people unlike us. How did our parents and grandparents
express their feelings about other races? We were asked to think about external factors that
affected our parents’ and grandparents’ viewpoints. She encouraged us to acknowledge our
differences with other races and value the beauty of diversity. We were challenged as women
to use our power and influence to help change things in the church. It was a thought-provoking
weekend.
Ruth Hallblade

We had a great time in September learning about Jesus's baptism,
and exploring the ways water can both clean off and enhance chalk,
just like God's Spirit can both clean and enhance us!
Please join us this Friday, October 5 as we hear about the Sermon
on the Mount. See you at 5:30 for dinner and activities!
HELP! We are still looking for another person to join the
teaching team for Children's Church, beginning in December.
You would teach once a month from a prepared curriculum.
The always
interesting kids
time during the
service.

- Pray for the volunteers and helpers in the children's program: for wisdom, patience, and good
relationships. And for willingness to help out when needed!
- Pray for the kids of Arbor, as they ask questions about God and the world.
- Pray for the confirmation students as they study the story of the Bible and the Church, and
Pastor Peter as he guides them.

JOIN US!

October 5
5:30-7:00 pm
For kids ages 4-11
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Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on
the Mount.
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Dinner provided!
Come for a Bible story,
songs, craft, and games!
Questions?
Rachel Woofter
Children's Ministry Leader
rachel.woofter@gmail.com
(414) 416-8210
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Good Neighbor Personal Essentials
Pantry
Item of the Month
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Please leave donations in the box in
the front hall. Thank You.
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4:30 AM-7:30 AM
Homeless Shelter @
Grace Episcopal *
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*Shelter Volunteers: Glenn Hanson and Ken Lund

