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After church on June 3rd, Arbor will gather for our semi-annual congregational meeting.  Like any other 
congregational meeting there will be some business to attend to and information to go over, but this time we 
will also be committing most of the meeting to a broader deeper discussion of the mission and ministries of our 
church.   
 
Facilitated by Rev. Peter Sjoblom from the Central Conference office, it will be a time to talk about our hopes 
and our frustrations and to consider where we think God is leading us.  
 
We will be evaluating ministry activities and programs, discussing what we feel God is calling us towards and 
what, if anything God may be calling us to let go.  Perhaps a helpful framework for us as we take this time for 
discernment is the concept of consolation and desolation.  Long part of the language of spiritual direction and 
contemplative prayer, consolation refers to the sense of life-giving joy we experience when we are connected 
with God and the life God intends for us.  Desolation describes the energy-sapping, burdensome feeling we 
experience when we are disconnected from God.   
 
Author Ruth Haley Barton fleshes out this intuitive, deeply felt framework when she writes, “Consolation and 
desolation are not mere emotions. They are visceral, in-the-body experiences that precede emotion or affect, 
alerting us to truth that is sensed and known in the inward being before we are conscious of it.” 
 
The things we do, the decisions we make, our commitments, our investments of time, energy and resources 
often create these deeply seeded reactions wherein we are either encouraged or discouraged, we either feel 
energizing peace or unsettling tension.  This can be especially so as we pursue our spiritual lives.  The 
ministries we engage in, the prayer and worship practices we commit to can have an effect on us in ways that 
help discern God’s pathway forward.  When we experience God’s presence in compelling, vitalizing ways we 
know we are heading in the right direction, when we don’t it may indicate the need to reevaluate and potentially 
change course.     
 
When we are considering our shared mission and ministry, let us do so paying attention to God’s energizing, 
life-giving Spirit.  Let’s allow it to guide us and let’s commit ourselves to the efforts that connect us with God 
and God’s work in the world.     
 
           Pastor Peter Morris 
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Summer News 

 
Worship services will begin at 10:00 AM this summer.  This schedule will begin Memorial Day and end Labor 
Day. 
 
 
 
 

Congregational Meeting 
 
The June 3 Congregational Meeting will receive and vote on the Nominating Committee Report on recommendations for 
people to serve new terms on the Leadership Team. Following that, we'll have a facilitated reflection and conversation 
on Arbor Mission and Program activities, past, present, and future. Arbor is a very active congregation.  In recent years 
we've added some new and vibrant mission activities such as GNPEP (Good Neighbors Personal Essential Pantry). 
We've also removed a couple of activities, such as the Lucia Dinner.  
 
Some people have recently asked that we look at our mix of programs with a fresh, but experienced perspective. What 
programs do we feel God leading us to continue? What programs is God leading us away from? Are there new programs 
that God is asking us to do, that we've not considered?  Please reflect and pray on these questions and bring your voice 
to this meeting. We need to hear from everyone. We'll provide sub sandwiches and some salads to munch on as we 
discuss. 
 
We'll start the meeting at 11:15 (after some fellowship) and plan to wrap this up by 12:45. Childcare will be provided. 
 
Evangelical Covenant Church Annual Meeting 
 
The annual meeting of the Evangelical Covenant Church will take place in Minneapolis Minnesota June 21-23. 
Our delegates will be Pastor Peter Morris and Chairman of the Leadership Team, Mark Hanson.  Many important 
decisions will be made and you are encouraged to keep this group in your thoughts and prayers as they deliberate. 
 
Covenant Women Fall Fellowship 
 
All women are encouraged to join other women from the Central Conference at beautiful Covenant Harbor Bible Camp on 
the shores of Lake Geneva September 14-16.  If you would like more information, see Ruth Hallblade as soon as 
possible. 
 
June Events 
 
Family Picnic – Thursday June 14.  Join us at 5:30 PM on June 14 for a church family picnic!! Everyone is invited.  
Grilled entrees (burgers, hot dogs, veggie burgers) and buns will be provided.  Please bring a dish to share and maybe a 
blanket to sit on.  We’ll enjoy a summer evening with dinner together, and share a simple Bible story.  Upcoming dates: 
Thursday July 12 and Thursday August 9.  These picnics are a way to celebrate our intergenerational community at 
Arbor, in lieu of a VBS program for kids like we have done in the past. 
 
Henry Vilas Zoo Trip –  

Everyone is invited to join us at the Vilas Zoo at 9:30 AM on June 25.  We will meet at the main gate.  
This is not just a trip for kids – Everyone enjoys our zoo -  If you have “extra” children you would like to 
bring, they are welcome too.  We will plan to eat a picnic lunch at the zoo – You can buy food there – or 
bring a bag lunch.  Please let Kris Brown know if you intend to come – so that we can wait for you.   
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Early Childhood Learning Center 
 
Dear friends- With much gratitude for completing playground and new gate at Early Childhood Learning Center I am 
sending pictures of playground with staff and children and Arbor Covenant men at work. 
Yours gratefully, 
Amir 
 

 
 
 
Amazon Smile 

Do you shop at Amazon? If you do, you can take advantage of an Amazon program called Smile. 
 
Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost 
to you. 
 
“When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you'll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience 
as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable 
organization.” 
 
Simply designate Arbor Covenant Church as your charity – and Amazon will send a portion of your purchase to Arbor. 
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July and August Events 
Concert on the Square  

TIME TO GET UP AND DANCE! 
On July 18th at 7:00 pm, Arbor Covenant is going to gather at Concerts on the Square for the 
“Don’t Stop Believin’” Concert featuring Jeans ‘n Classics with the music of Journey and Queen. 
Bring your own food, beverages and utensils or treat yourselves with a great meal from the many 
local food vendors.  It’s a great opportunity for all of us, no matter what age, to enjoy each other 
and a beautiful summer night.  More details will follow but put July 18th on your calendar now. 

 

Pontoon Ride 
We are going to postpone the Pontoon Boat ride until later in the 
summer. 
 

Covenant Harbor Worship- We are planning to attend the Covenant Harbor 

Worship Service on July 22.  .Rev. Dr. Keith Hamilton, President of Alaska Christian College will be preaching.   

Kris Brown will plan (Arbor will have a worship service that morning also) 

 

 
Mallards Game - We will plan to go to an afternoon Mallards Game on July 29 (at 4:05 PM).  Pastor Peter will 
organize this. 
 

Covenant Point Triathlon - Covenant Harbor Bible Camp has a triathlon the weekend of August 4-5.  See Mark Hanson if 
interested in participating.   

 

 

Canoe Trip – Mark Hanson is planning a canoe trip August 11-12.   

 

 

Olbrich Gardens – Interested people may visit Olbrich Gardens late in August.  No specific date yet.  
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Pray for our camps!  Summer camps start this month, beginning June 12 at Covenant Harbor and June 18 at Covenant 
Point.  Use the weekly guide below to direct your prayers for campers, staffers, and leaders this summer. 
 
Pray for our campers!! We have three campers going to Day Camp at Covenant Harbor June 13-15.  Pray that they 
have a fun, safe, and meaningful time connecting with staff and campers.  Jordan Mund, Aubrey Mund, Jackson Mingo 
 
Pray for a camp staffer!! Please consider signing up to pray for a staff member at Covenant Harbor or Covenant Point 
(or both).  You will be assigned a staff member, and responsible for praying for that staffer regularly during the months of 
summer ministry.  It is a great way to stay involved with camping ministry from afar, and for those of us who are too old 
to attend.  Let Rachel Woofter know if you’d like to pray in this way, and she will pass on the email with sign up 
information. 
 

How to Pray for Camp 
 
Sunday: Campers       Thursday: Safety 
- Comfort adjust to camp life      - Wise decision making for staff 
- Open hearts to God’s leading      - Well-functioning buildings and equipment 
- Positive relationships with staff and campers    - Manageable weather 
         - Protection in all activities 
Monday: Staff Health 
- Physical and mental strength, good health     Friday: Camp Leadership 
- Growth in spiritual life       - Wise decisions and strong leadership from camp board,  
- Time to be present with God and others       director and pastors 
- Protection from temptation and sin     - Financial support and management 
 
Tuesday: Staff Relationships      Saturday; Leaving Camp (both campers and 
staff) 
- Honest, open, and loving communication     - Smooth transition to normal life 
- Vision to see others as children of God     - Continued relationships 
- Ability to relate to campers and staff     - Reminders of time at camp 
         - Awareness of God’s presence in life at home. 
Wednesday: Ministry 
- Open doors to share God’s love 
- Discernment of God’s leading 
- Awareness of God’s power and presence 
- Courage to take next step of faith 
 

Summer Children’s Church 
 
Children’s church is meeting every Sunday this summer!! Our kids will be hearing Bible stories 
about God’s creation – the water, the plants, and food, and the animals.  Curriculum will be 
flexible to accommodate summer travels. 
 
 
. 
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Parish Notes 
 
In Memory of Peggy Kent 
 
Our prayers and sympathies to Paul Kent and his family following the death of his beloved wife Peggy, on May 
13.   Peggy was one of the nicest people you could ever hope to meet.  She was devoted to her family – and was 
delighted to spend time with her infant twin grandchildren, Ella and Liam.  Her interests were deep and varied, 
including being a long-term member of the Mendota Rowing Club, a member of the UW Choral Union and the 
Madison Symphony Chorus, and she even received a Masters in Divinity from Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School late in life.   
 
Peggy’s obituary can be found at the link below. 
 
http://www.cressfuneralservice.com/obituary/258899/Peggy-Kent/   
 
Our prayers go out to Paul, Michael and Christopher and their families.  They were blessed by her love and her spirit will live on in 
their lives.  May God grant them peace as they grieve. 
 

Congratulations to Sarah Howard who received her MSW (Masters Degree in Social Work 
from UW-Madison on May 13 
After four years of attending classes nearly every Saturday, two year-long half-time internships (one at 
Salvation Army in homeless services and one at the Dane County drug court), all while working full time, 
she's done it!  Sarah graduated from the UW-Madison School of Social Work. After undergraduate degrees 
in history and politics at Carroll College, she was drawn to social work through her longstanding 
commitment to social justice and a sense of calling to serve and stand with vulnerable individuals.  Her 
focus area is mental health, and she has worked with people with substance use issues and other mental 
health concerns. Sarah now continues her work at Care Wisconsin, where she specializes in training and 

human resources. We're so proud of your accomplishments, Sarah! (Thanks to Dan M. for this information) 
 
Birthdays       Anniversaries 
 
June 2  Gloria Stehley     June 11 Mike and Rachel Woofter 
June 4  Tamsin Ford     June 11 Duane and Harriet Anderson 
June 5  Sue Springman     June 17 Mark and Janis Hanson    
June 8  Andrew Powell     June 25 Kevin and Susan Corrado 
June 11  Dick Lindgren 
June 15  Amanda Pecotte 
June 16  Lynda Collins 
June 17  Mary Keehn 
June 24  Lissa Turner 
June 25  Chuck Gietel             
 
 
 
Volunteer Ministries 
 

 Hosts Nursery Children’s 
Church 

Reader Projector 

June 3 Jan and Chuck 
Gietzel 

Amanda 
Pecotte 

Ruth 
Hallblade 

Ulrika 
Swanson 

Chuck 
Gietzel 

June 10 Ken and Elrene 
Lund 

Amanda  
Pecotte 

Rachel 
Woofter 

Joyce 
Boggess 

Debby  
Meyer 

June 17 Amanda and Matthew 
Fledderjohann 

Deb 
Levin 

Mark  
Hanson 

Kris 
Brown 

Mark 
Hanson 

June 24 Sue and Roger 
Springman 

Ulrika 
Swanson 

Matthew  
Fledderjohann 

Ruth 
Hallblade 

Sue  
Pecotte 

July 1   Rachel  
Woofter 

 Michelle 
Stachowiak 

 

Good Neightbors Personal Essentials Pantry 

Item of the Month  
Childrens’ Toothbrushes 

Please leave donations in box in front hallway. 



7 

 
 
June Calendar 

     1 
10:00 AM-noon 
Personal Essentials 
Pantry 

2 

3 
10:00 AM Call 
to Worship 
Communion 
Deacon 
Offering 
11:15 AM 
Congregational 
Meeting 
 

5  6 7 8 
10:00 AM-noon 
Personal Essentials 
Pantry 

9 

10 
10:00 AM Call 
to Worship 

11 12 
6:30 PM 
Leadership 
Team 

13 14 

 
5:30 PM All-Church Picnic 

15 
10:00 AM-noon 
Personal Essentials 
Pantry 

16 
 

17 
10:00 AM Call 
to Worship 
 

 
 
 

18 19 
 
 

20 21 
10:30 AM Community 
Meals @ Luke House 
5:30 PM-7:30 PM Personal 
Essentials Pantry 
 

22 
 
4:30 AM-7:00 AM 
Homeless Shelter @ 
Grace Episcopal 
10:00 AM-noon 
Personal Essentials 
Pantry 
 

23 

24 
10:00 AM Call 
to Worship 

25 
9:30 AM 
Zoo Trip 

26 27 28 29 
10:00 AM-noon 
Personal Essentials 
Pantry 

30 

31 
10:00 AM Call 
to Worship 
 

1 2 3 4 
FOURTH OF 
JULY 

  

       Shelter Volunteers: Dan Meyer and Doug Keillor 
 


