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Rusinga Island
Nearly a decade ago, Theodora Alunga Ayot, one of my college professors and a dear friend, invited a group of
her former students to join her on a trip to Rusinga Island on Lake Victoria in Western Kenya. While on that first
eye-opening trip, we noticed a couple of ways we thought we could contribute to the work of people committed to
developing their communities there. Out of that initial engagement, Operation My People and a partnership with
the Soul Source Foundation began.
In the years and recurring trips from board members and supporters since, we have focused our efforts on
educational programs and empowerment training for women and girls. In the legacy of our beloved professor
who calls friends in her communities in both Kenya and America “my people,” we organized Operation My People
to sponsor a cohort of 40 high-school-age scholarship students each year. We’ve also worked with local experts
and facilitators to establish a series of women’s groups throughout the region that encourage their participants to
build and embrace their own capacity to improve their lives, to make a living and transform their families and
communities. We’ve also funded a nutrition program and worked with other local agencies to coordinate a sexual
and reproductive health education program. In more recent years, we’ve worked with graduates of Operation My
People as they’ve sought college and vocational training opportunities; helping future nurses, teachers, and
journalists (among other professions) receive the schooling they need to pursue their chosen careers.
This month, I’ll be traveling back to Rusinga Island (for the first time since 2010) as a member of the Soul Source
Foundation Board. I’m going there to hear about community successes and learn about current challenges. I’ll
have the opportunity to reconnect with friends that I met on earlier trips and meet new friends who are contributing
to life and development there. I’ll have the chance to hear stories that will help us evaluate how Soul Sources’
efforts can be better focused and more helpful. I’m excited for this opportunity and hopeful that it will not only give
me the chance to reconnect with important, meaningful work, but also experience renewal among friends in a
place I have grown to love.
I’m grateful for this time. I’m grateful to Arbor Covenant for allowing me the opportunity. I am sure that I will
return with stories of people who are transforming their lives and their community — stories of God at work in the
world.
Pastor Peter Morris
Postscript:
While I am away, if you encounter a situation in which you or a loved one require pastoral care, please contact
Mark Hanson (Arbor Covenant’s congregational chair). He will have contact information for a couple of my local
colleagues who can meet with you.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT: Summer Hours
Beginning Memorial Day, we will have our worship service at 10:00 AM for the summer. Children’s Church will
continue throughout the summer.

Congregational Meeting
We hope you can join us at the congregational meeting on June 3! Most of the meeting will be set aside as time to
reflect on who we are as a community, who God is to us, and to discern how we are being called as a
congregation. Part of that conversation will be to look at all of the ministries we oversee and consider our
involvement, both as individuals and as a community. The leadership team has had some of these conversations
with Pastor Peter, and we are excited to see how God is at work when the whole congregation comes together.
Pete Sjoblum from the Central Conference will facilitate the meeting. Lunch and childcare will be provided!

Covenant Women
2018 Booklist
The annual Covenant Women book discussion took place at Ann-Britt’s condo in April. The discussion was lively
as always. Kris prepared the list of submitted books and handed it out to those who were able to attend. The list
is now posted on the church’s website and available for anyone who would like to see it. Go to
arborcovenant.org. Under “Past and Present Announcements” you will see Covenant Women Booklists. Enjoy!

Covenant Women Fall Fellowship
All women are encouraged to join other women from the Central Conference at beautiful Covenant Harbor Bible
Camp on the shores of Lake Geneva September 14-16. If you would like more information, see Ruth Hallblade
as soon as possible.

Early Childhood Learning Center Mission Project
On the weekend of April 27-28, a hearty group of volunteers from Arbor helped Ms. Joyce make a toddler
playground at her daycare center. Ms. Joyce is exceedingly grateful for the help. Now the toddlers will have a
safe, clean area to play. Ken Lund submitted these pictures of the completed project. Thank you to all the
volunteers.

Summer Fellowship Gatherings
The Leadership Team is working on planning summer events. We will provide more information on each event
in the June newsletter. At this point, we will provide you with what we know. If you would like to help with
planning an event, please talk to the contact person listed.

Picnics: We are planning three church picnics on Thursday evenings in the summer.

June 14 –

July 12 – and August 9. They will be open to all and neighbors, garden users, and pantry users will
be invited. There will be some games and music.

Pontoon Ride: Last summer many enjoyed the pontoon ride on Lake Mendota.
We will try to reserve for June 19 or 20. Mark Hanson is planning.

Zoo: Plan to attend the Zoo Outing on June 25 or 26.

All ages are welcome. We will eat lunch

before leaving the park. Kris Brown is planning.

Concert on the Square: We will plan to attend the July 18 concert. All ages
are welcome. Jan Gietzel is planning.

Covenant Harbor Worship- We are planning to attend the Covenant Harbor
Worship Service on July 22. The schedule of speakers has not yet been announced. Kris Brown
will plan.

Mallards Game – We will plan to go to an afternoon Mallards Game on July 29 (at
4:05 PM). Pastor Peter will organize this.

Covenant Point Triathlon – Covenant Harbor
Bible Camp has a triathlon the weekend of August 4-5. See Mark Hanson if
interested in participating.

Canoe Trip – Mark Hanson is planning a canoe trip August 11-12.
Olbrich Gardens – Interested people may visit Olbrich Gardens late in August.
specific date yet.

No

Parish Notes
Pastor Peter will be away for the first three weeks of May. Ken Lund will be speaking on May 6, Joyce Boggess
will be speaking on May13 and Rev. Peter Sjoblom from the Central Conference will speak on May 20.

Birthdays

Anniversaries

May 8

Debby Meyer

May 22

John and Sue Pecotte

May 8

Sarah Howard

May 25

Ken and Elrene Lund

May 24

Janis Hanson

May 25

John Pecotte

Good Neighbors Personal Essentials Pantry
Item of the Month: Skin Lotion (10 oz.)
Please leave donations in the box in the front hallway. Thank you.

Volunteer Ministries
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Children’s Ministries
This week is the last Friday Fun Night for the school year. We will start again in the fall. Thanks to all those
who helped and supported the program this year!

Summer camps at Harbor and Point are filling up fast! Check the websites for availability,
and talk to Rachel about registration and fees. We have money available to help everyone get to camp!

Summer programming for kids: There will be no VBS this summer. Instead,
we want to embrace our whole church community and beautiful grounds! We will be
having monthly picnic dinners at church, followed by a short story & activity together.
Stay tuned for more details, but for now save the dates: June 14, July 12, and August 9.

Prayers

-The kids of Arbor, that they would know God.
-The parents at Arbor, that they would have wisdom and peace as they parent
-The volunteers who work with our kids and help them to come to know God.

May Calendar
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10:25 AM Gathering
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5
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10:25 AM Gathering
Music
10:30 AM
Call to Worship
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7:00 PM-9:00 PM
Small Group
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10:30 AM
Community Meals
@ Luke House
5:30 PM- 7:30 PM
Personal
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7:00 PM-9:00 PM
Small Group
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7:00 PM-9:00 PM
Small Group
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7:00 PM-9:00 PM
Small Group
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10:00 AM-noon
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9:00-noon
Work Day
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Homeless
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1

2
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* Shelter Volunteers: Peter Morris and Dan Meyer

