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There is a difference between simply waiting for Christmas and observing Advent.
One is passive. The other is active. One can be largely sedentary. The other requires the
movement of our souls. One can be done as the world passes by, the other necessitates our
engagement. One can happen as you busy yourself with constant motion. The other forces you
to take a deep breath as you take stock of your life. One can be done as you fritter away the
days with leisure, remain groggily idle, or numb yourself with distraction. The other requires
alertness and attention. One demands very little of us, the other demands our efforts and
energy, our creativity and wisdom. For one we can be vacant and more or less thoughtless and
carefree. For the other we need to be courageous, open-hearted, and vigilantly connected to
the world around us.
In a commentary on a passage from Mark chapter 13, Martin Copenhaver used a metaphor that
I’m pretty familiar with to refer to this distinction. It’s the distinction between the ways
fisherman wait.
Every year devoted fishermen circle their calendar for the season opener. They know that on
that day they will be able to get their boats out of the launch, put a worm on their hook and
cast their line. But until the opener they can pretty much put their feet up and wait. They might
go to the sporting goods store to stock up on tackle, they might spend an hour putting new line
in their reels, but by and large the weeks leading up to “the opener” are filled with inactivity
and potential boredom. There’s not much a fisherman can do, they simply must wait, almost
completely passively as they bid their time for the season to begin.
On the other hand, there’s a different kind of waiting that fishermen do. One that involves
their attention and their resourcefulness. That’s the waiting they do when they’re actively
seeking a fish to bite. When doing this, a good fisherman needs to be paying attention. They
need to notice the world around them. They need to be aware of the conditions and carefully
consider the strategies they can employ to entice the fish. They need to think about lures and
the best locations to cast their line. Then they need to patiently wait until the moment a fish
bites, all ready to set their hook and hopefully reel in a whopper. It’s an involved process, filled
with forethought and anticipation. You can’t let your attention lapse even for a moment or
your time on the lake is apt to become more a cruise or a paddle than a fishing trip (I know this
from experience).
Advent requires similar vigilance and intent. It demands open eyes, careful preparation and
active engagement. We have to make ourselves ready to see, ready to discern, ready to
respond to God’s promised presence arriving in our lives. We have to look starkly at the world
and name the places where we need to commit to God’s justice and peace. We need to ask
questions of ourselves pertaining to the role we’re called to play in the ongoing work of God’s
ever-arriving kingdom. We can’t sit things out or shut things down. We can’t just put our feet
up and simply wait for a day circled on the calendar. We have to live into and live out of our
hope. This hope should shape us as anticipating the drastic ways God’s presence will change
things for us and our neighbors near and far. When we observe Advent with this sort of
anticipation we begin to experience God’s grace and participate in God’s goodness even as we
actively wait.
Pastor Peter Morris

December Friday Fun Night is TONIGHT! December 1, from 5:30-7:00 at church.
The theme this month is PEACE. Kids ages 4-11 are invited for dinner, singing, a
message, and activities.
There will be no Friday Fun Night in January; we'll resume on February 2.

Children's Christmas program is during the service on December 17th. All kids are
invited to participate! The program is flexible to include everyone, even at the last
minute.

-Pray that the kids of Arbor would recognize Advent and Christmas as holy celebrations, and see God's
love in Christ's birth
-Pray for the kids who come to Arbor in various ways: Friday Fun Nights, Personal Essentials Pantry, the
neighborhood association, and Creek Daycare. That they would see Arbor as a welcoming, safe space,
and build meaningful relationships here.
-Pray for the volunteers, caregivers, and parents who are continually forming the faith of the children in
their care.

December 1
5:30-7:00 pm

December's theme:

For kids ages 4-11
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Dinner
provided

Questions?
Rachel Woofter
Children's Ministry Leader
rachel.woofter@gmail.com
(414) 416-8210

On the first Friday
of each month, we
explore the Fruit of
the Spirit with a
Bible story, songs,
games, and crafts.

Arbor Covenant Church
2509 McDivitt Rd
Madison, WI 53713
(608) 271-1955

Daily Advent Activities

1

2

Read the
Christmas
Story

Decorate for
Christmas at
Arbor

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Visit someone
who doesn’t get
out much

Set up the nativity
set

Send (or
make) a card
for a neighbor

Tell
someone
about Jesus

Do something
nice for a
stranger

Sing a
favorite carol

Eat a meal
with family
and friends
(Arbor’s
Christmas
feast)
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11

12

13

14

15

16

Donate food to
a local pantry
or shelter

Call someone
you haven’t been
in touch with
lately

Give 10
hugs today

Read a
favorite
Christmas
story

Share a
memory from
past
Christmases

Bake a treat
to share
with
someone

Have
everyone
finish the
sentence,
“To me,
Christmas
means...”
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20
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23

Go to a
Christmas
program
(Arbor’s is
today!)

Write a letter to a
family friend

Make
Christmas gift
tags

Illustrate (or
color) a
picture of
the nativity

Donate money
to a project
that you care
about

Smile at 15
people today

Spend five
minutes in
silence
outside

24

25
MERRY
CHRISTMAS

Attend the
Christmas Eve
Service at
Arbor

This calendar was contributed by Rachel Woofter

Registration for summer
camp is open! A week at
camp would be an
incredible Christmas gift for
a child or family in your life!

These Items are needed at Porchlight’s Donation Center at 1708 Thierer Road.
If you would like to bring items to church, Ann-Britt Keillor will be happy to deliver
them to Porchlight. (Thanks to Ann-Britt for passing along this list)
Donation Hours:
Monday 10am to 2pm
Tuesday noon to 4pm

Wednesday 10am to 2pm
Thursday noon to 4pm

Bath Wash
Lotion
Tooth Paste & Tooth Brushes
Deodorant
Shaving Cream
Wipes

Silverware
Kitchen Utensils
Paper Towels
Pots & Pans (small and large)
Dinner Plates

Toiler Cleaner, Brushes, Etc.
Household Cleaner
Window Cleaner
Mops, Brooms, etc.
Trash Bags
Dish Washer Detergent
Laundry Soap
Toilet Paper

Pillows
Sheets (queen size, fitted and flat)
Pillow Cases
Blankets – There’s a big need for all sizes of blankets.
Socks

Personal Essentials Pantry
Item of the Month
Baby Wipes 72 count

A Reflection on the Good Neighbors Personal Essentials Pantry
During this season of blessings, I am filled with gratitude for the Pantry. During the 5+ years that Arbor Covenant has hosted
this mission, I have learned many things through my experiences as treasurer and, most importantly, coffee maker.
What I have learned:
You can make a lot of friends by serving strong coffee.
Some guests feel invisible and express the need to thank you for talking to them.
Talking about kids and food seems to level the playing field.
Kindness and caring doesn’t require being fluent in another language.
A homeless appearance does not indicate a lack of intelligence.
Friendship is valued at all socioeconomic levels.
Experiencing chronic poverty does not indicate a lack of ambition.
A positive attitude and sense of humor can overcome most feelings of distrust.
Kids from all cultures can play together with virtually no conflict.
When God blesses a mission, the money may get scarce but never really runs out. He sends earthly angels to make
sure we can continue.
A group of committed volunteers can maintain a meaningful mission for many years.
Even a small church can effectively make hundreds of lives better.
Thank you for your continuous support for the Pantry and the blessings you provide to all our guests.
Merry Christmas!

Jan Gietzel

Parish Prayers
Pray for attentiveness to what truly matters, without being distracted by trivial things.
Pray for opportunities to learn something new regularly.
Pray for discernment of how God would like you to set your priorities and the ability to focus on them consistently to fulfill His
purposes in your life.
Pray for the grace to be able to rest, become aware of God's presence, and enjoy it.
Pray for strong relationships with other people in the bond of loving community.
Pray for peace in all situations, no matter what the circumstances.
Pray for an enlivened imagination that helps you contribute to the world in creative ways.
Pray for freedom from all that burdens you - past mistakes, fears, destructive habits, hurts other people have inflicted, and
more.
Pray for joy and a sense of humor.
Pray for confidence in God's love for you and trust in His power to work things out for the best in your life.
Pray for a clear mind and the ability to clearly communicate what you value to others.
Pray for purity so you can grow as a person and encounter God more fully.
Pray for openness to the Holy Spirit's guidance.
Pray for a genuine awareness of God's grace in your life and the humility to extend grace to others.
Pray for a passion to pursue justice.
~ Edited from Whitney Hopler's “Pray for Simplicity this Advent”

December Birthdays

December Anniversaries

December 10
December 11
December 18
December 18
December 25
December 28

December 29 – Peter Morris and Tamsin Ford
December 30 – Harry and Sue Engstrom

Ian Mora
Matthew Fledderjohann
Harriet Anderson
Ann-Britt Keillor
Theo Morris
Annika Keillor

Volunteer Responsibilities

December 3
December 10
December 17

Host

Nursery

Children’s
Church

Reader

Projector

Sue and John
Pecotte
Tamsin Ford and
Peter Morris
Janis and Mark
Hanson

Deb
Levin
Amanda
Pecotte
Joyce
Boggess

Rachel
Woofter
Matthew
Fledderjohann
Mark
Hanson

Jan
Gietzel
Rod
Johnson
Michelle
Stachowiak

Michelle
Stachowiak
Chuck
Gietzel
Debby
Meyer

None

Jan
Gietzel
Kris
Brown

Mark
Hanson
Sue
Pecotte

December 24
December 31

Elrene and Ken
Lund

Ruth
Hallblade

December 2017
1
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10:00 AM -noon
Personal
Essentials
Pantry
5:30 PM-7:00
PM
Fun Friday

9:00 AMnoon
Decorate
church
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24 Christmas Eve

25
26
Christmas
Day

27

28

29

30

31 New Year’s Eve

1
New
Year’s
Day

3

4

5

6

9:15 Sunday Study Group
10:25 Gathering Music
10:30 Call to Worship
Communion
Deacon Fund Offering
9:15 Sunday Study Group
10:25 Gathering Music
10:30 Call to Worship

9:15 Sunday Study Group
10:25 Gathering Music
10:30 Call to Worship
10:30 AM Children’s
Christmas Pageant during
worship service

10:25 Gathering Music
10:30 Call to Worship

10:25 Gathering Music
10:30 Call to Worship

6:30 PM
Leadership
Team

2

7:00 PM Small
Group at
Meyers

10:30 AM
Community
Meals at Luke
House
5:30 PM-7:30
PM
Personal
Essentials
Pantry

10:00 AM -noon
Personal
Essentials
Pantry

10:00 AM -noon
Personal
Essentials
Pantry
10:00 AM -noon
Personal
Essentials
Pantry

4:30 AM-7:00
AM
Homeless
Shelter @ Grace
Episcopal *
10:00 AM -noon
Personal
Essentials
Pantry

1:00 PM
Christmas
Feast

* Shelter Volunteers: Roger Springman and Mark Hanson

