
Homo Narrans… 
 (And We Just So Happen to Have a Great Story) 
 
Human beings are referred to as Homo sapiens  according to genus species classifications.  It’s a title indicative of 
our capacity for knowledge, wisdom, and introspection.  We are a thinking species, capable of thinking about our 
thinking.   
 
But I recently heard a presentation that made a compelling case that there is perhaps a name more fitting.   
 
This name recognizes the importance of stories and story-telling in our lives and communities.  It recognizes the 
significance of stories and storytelling as a way to derive meaning, to teach and learn lessons, to remember our 
past, to make sense of our present, and even to anticipate our future.  It notes that stories are a primary way that 
we can share ourselves and experiences and receive the experiences of others, that stories are relational and the 
social glue that hold people together, connecting generations and even bridging cultural chasms.  It suggests that 
stories create ties between people, spanning difference by relating hopes, fears and joys from teller to listener. 
 
The name that reflects this foundational human attribute and recognizes the essential role of story in our lives is 
Homo narrans.  We are a species that in a very real way is comprised of and dependent upon narrative.  We are as 
the late Swedish author Henning Mankel names us, “the storytelling person.” 
 
Reflecting on humans as Homo narrans, theologian David Lose maintains that stories create the frameworks around 
which we live our lives.  The stories we tell and have been told help us interpret the world around us, they help us 
discern our path and determine our self-worth.  Stories make for us identity, shaping how we understand who we 
are.  And all too often the stories we tell and the stories we have been told do damage.  They tell us that we are 
not enough.  They tell us that we only have worth when we can achieve more, possess more, consume more.  
They tell us that the wrongs in our lives can never righted, that our brokenness can never be made whole, that our 
wounds can never be healed.  They tell us to fear our neighbors especially foreign neighbors who might look or 
believe differently than us.  And tragically these stories often tell us to fight, to lash out at things and people who 
we perceive as posing a threat to our story, our safety, or our access to resources that — these stories tell us — 
are all too scarce.  
 
But then there is the Christian Story.  It’s a story of grace and redemption.  It’s a hopeful story that points towards 
healing and restoration.  It’s a story that ascribes worth to all people not dependent on their achievements or their 
status or anything other than God’s inexhaustible love for all of God’s children.  It’s a story that calls for the 
embrace of all people, for dignity, inclusion and hospitality, a story that promises abundance and peace.    
 
This is a much better story than the destructive ones we so often hear.  And it is ours.  It’s our framework for life, 
our lens for interpretation, our pattern for interaction and relationship.  It is our identity, our way to see the 
world and live in it.  It is our story to share with other Homo narrans in need of good news. 

Pastor Peter Morris 
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SUMMER EVENTS 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY  
We will celebrate the importance of children on June 19. The children will participate in the worship service 
and then go out to plant in the garden.   

A cook-out will follow the service and everyone is invited to enjoy the meal. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
There will be a short congregational meeting following worship on June 19 in order to vote on new members.   

CONCERT ON THE SQUARE  
Let’s plan to have a group gather on the Capitol Square on June 29 for a concert on the square.  The concert features 
2016 Young Artist Concerto Competition Winner, pianist Liam May and provides a wonderful opportunity to join 
your church family for a lovely relaxing evening.  Children are welcome! 

More details to follow – We will plan to meet at a specific spot on the Square and bring food. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance: against such there is no law. 
 
Vacation Bible School - “A Fruit of the Spirit Is Not a Coconut” - and that is what Vacation Bible Schoolers will 
learn this summer July 18-19-20-21   5:30 -7:00 p.m. 
 
Please see Susan Corrado, Joyce Boggess or Pastor Peter for more information   
Help needed – sign-up sheets will be posted soon 

CANOE TRIP 
There will be an all-church canoe trip down the Wisconsin River August 5-6.  There will be a focus on the 
children but all adults are welcome.  This is your opportunity to see this beautiful river at the peak of the 
summer.    

BASEBALL AT WARNER PARK  
Everyone is welcome to join a group going to see the Mallards play at Warner Park on Sunday July 17 at 4 p.m.   Put 
it on your calendar – more details to come. 

If you are interested in going to a Brewer’s game this summer, please see Pastor Peter so that a group can begin to 
organize.  
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FALL EVENTS 

COVENANT WOMEN RETREAT  
Women of Arbor Covenant please consider joining a group of women from church for our Fall Retreat at 
Covenant Harbor on beautiful Lake Geneva.  This will take place Sep. 16-18.  Meagan Gillan, who is the head of 
the Women's Ministries for the Covenant will be our speaker.  There are a variety of workshops to attend and 
our group usually finds some time for a trip into Lake Geneva on Saturday afternoon.  You might also want to join 
in with the line dancing on Friday evening or try your hand at paddleboarding on Saturday afternoon. You might 
talk to Ulrika about that!! If you think you might be interested in joining us and do not have a brochure, please see 
Joyce, Susan, Ulrika, or Ruth. Ruth Hallblade is taking sign-ups NOW.  Please see Ruth for the registration 
information.  This is a wonderful opportunity for all women to meet other Covenanters from our conference as 
well as develop deeper friendships with the women in our congregation.  

 

PARISH NOTES 

Please remember Judy Douglas, Joyce Boggess, and Linda Ripp in prayer.   

Also continue to pray for Peggy (and Paul) Kent as she battles cancer.   

Congratulations to new Grandpa Jim Stehley following the birth of his first grandchild, Albert (Albie) 
James Stehley. Albie’s parents are Zach and Brooke Stehley and they live in Eugene Oregon. 
Congratulations also to Aunt Jen Stehley, Uncle Ethan Stehley, and Grandmother Gloria Stehley.  
Grandpa Jim intends to take the train out to get acquainted with the newest member of his family. 

 

BAPTISM  
On May 1, Michelle Anna Stachowiak, infant daughter of Daniel and Michelle 
Stachowiak, was baptized during the morning worship service.  Many members of the 
Levin, Pecotte and Stachowiak families were in attendance, including new grandparents, 
Sue and John Pecotte, and Aunts Amanda Pecotte, Karen Pecotte and Brenda Gonzalez.   

A delicious brunch followed the service.    
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THE 2016-2017 LEADERSHIP TEAM 
  
On Thursday, June 9, Arbor Covenant’s new Leadership Team meets for the first time.  One project the new team 
will launch, with the leadership of Amanda Fledderjohann, is the use of social media tools to expand our presence in 
the Madison area and our interactions as a congregation. Two other possible activities to consider are whether to 
start up a midweek meals gathering followed by optional activities including studies, prayer time in the prayer room, 
and music. 

Another priority area is to expand the numbers of children and families that we work with in our children's ministries. 
As we do this, we are seeking a fifth teacher to work with our dedicated teacher group. 

An interesting question that came up during the Arbor Book Discussion in May was how to work in our community 
and in our specific neighborhood to help address the issues of injustice described in the book The New Jim Crow. 
It occurred to those at the book discussion that we might be able to work with some of the families we are engaging 
in the PEP (Personal Essentials Pantry), especially those from our immediate neighborhood. 

The three new members of the Leadership Team are Rachel Woofter (conditional on her acceptance as a new Arbor 
Covenant congregational member in June), Dan Meyer and Sue Springman.  Jim Stehley returns for a second term.   

Be sure to welcome all of them as they take on the responsibility of helping to guide our church for the next three 
years. 

  

                     

 

THANK YOU 

Please take a moment to thank Jan Gietzel and Ulrika Swanson for their 
years of service on the Leadership Team.  Jan served as the church chair 
for several years of her six-year term and Ulrika served as the secretary 
during her tenure.  Both made significant contributions to the life of 
the church and will be missed.  

 

 

 

  DAN MEYER                     RACHEL WOOFTER                JIM STEHLEY                        SUE SPRINGMAN 

Meyer              Rachel Woofter                Jim Stehley 
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RACIAL JUSTICE       SUSAN CORRADO 

Recently a few of us gathered at Chuck and Jan Gietzel’s condo to talk about the book that we read, The New Jim 
Crow by Michelle Alexander.  Jim Crow refers to the laws enforcing segregation in the Southern states and a racial 
caste system that was in place from 1877-1960s.  For those of us who read it, it was a life altering book bringing 
new realizations and a deepened understanding of racial injustice in this country.   

The author did a great job of taking the reader through history from slavery to the different social eras with their 
laws and social attitudes regarding African Americans.  Each social movement that tried to rectify the atrocity of 
slavery, has had a negative backlash, which has kept the dream of racial justice beyond the reach of so many 
African Americans.  Michelle Alexander builds the case that the backlash to the civil rights movement with its 
protests, riots and unrest in the sixties, was an increase in fear of “black crime”, even though civil rights 
demonstrations were about reclaiming power and not about crime.  Politicians of the day, such as Barry 
Goldwater, took advantage of this mind set and fueled these fears by jumpstarting the “get tough on crime” 
movement, which became inextricably linked to a racial connection.   

The author goes on to argue that segregationists like George Wallace, shifted the public discourse from blatant 
racist rhetoric to the sanitized idea of “cracking down on crime in the street” appealing to racial fears.  Media 
imagery focused on “social pathologies” of the poor and use/sale of illegal drugs, fueling a connection in the public’s 
mind of drug use with being African American.  Even though research has shown that there is no higher use or sale 
of drugs by African Americans than by Euro Americans.   

Richard Nixon was quoted as saying “the whole problem (in relation to FDR’s New Deal to alleviate suffering of 
the poor), is really the Blacks.  The key is to devise a system that recognizes this while not appearing to”.  The 
political campaign embarked was called ‘the Southern Strategy’ appealing to racist votes and the economic 
vulnerability of working class whites.   

In 1982 President Reagan announced the War on Drugs and with incentive-funding to local law enforcers, an anti-
drug frenzy washed over the country, with over a hundred fold increase in spending on drug enforcement 
occurring over the next ten years that drew in the military and military-type tactics in dealing with drug activity.  
These tactics have focused on African American neighborhoods resulting in prison populations exploding so that in 
1991 the number of people imprisoned in the US was unprecedented in world history.  In many States, 90% of 
those admitted to prison for drug offense were people of color, with 80% of growth in drug arrests was for 
marijuana possession.  In fifteen States, African American men are jailed on drug charges from 20-57% greater rate 
than white men are.  This has resulted in 1 in 14 Black men imprisoned in 2006, vs 1 in 106 White men.   

Wisconsin’s incarceration rate is the highest in the US for African American men and is almost double the rate of 
the rest of the country.  Ms. Alexander makes a very strong case that the war on drugs has become the systematic 
method of keeping African Americans segregated and disempowered.  Once charged with drug use it becomes a 
felony, which means even after the person has served their prison time, their life is forever branded - many people 
can’t vote or have access to federal benefits like housing and student loans, and felons have great difficulty getting 
jobs and are doomed to fail reintegration into main-stream society.  In effect the war on drugs has become the 
new Jim Crow. 

There is an interfaith group called MOSES that identifies and takes action on root causes of poverty, oppression 
and injustice, and has focused its work on bringing about change in the correctional system.  There are many 
organizations that serve young people of color that need volunteers.  Madison Urban Ministry works with circles 
of support for prisoners re-entering society and needs mentors.  Help shift social conscience through discussion 
and action so that we start responding as a society, in a way that reflects love, compassion and justice-- which is 
our Christian heritage.  
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS     JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

JUNE 2 GLORIA STEHLEY     JUNE 11   DUANE AND HARRIET ANDERSON (55 YRS) 
JUNE 4 TAMSIN FORD     JUNE 16   MARK AND JANIS HANSON  
JUNE 5 SUE SPRINGMAN     JUNE 25   KEVIN AND SUSAN CORRADO 
JUNE 8 ARIEL POWELL 
JUNE 12 DICK LINDGREN 
JUNE 15 AMANDA PECOTTE 
JUNE 16 LYNDA COLLINS  
JUNE 24 LISSA TURNER  
JUNE 25 CHUCK GIETZEL 
 

 

VOLUNTEER RESPONSIBILITIES 

DATE HOST NURSERY CHILDREN’S 
CHURCH  
 

READER PROJECTOR 

JUNE 5 
 

DALE & RUTH 
HALLBLADE DEB LEVIN LISSA TURNER ULRIKA SWANSON CHUCK GIETZEL 

JUNE 
12 
 

SUSAN CORRADO 
& CHARLIE VOLK 

SUSAN 
CORRADO 

RUTH HALLBLADE MICHELLE 
STACHOWIAK 

DEBBY MEYER 

JUNE 
19 
 

JOHN & SUE 
PECOTTE 

ULRIKA 
SWANSON 

MARK HANSON ROD JOHNSON MARK HANSON 

JUNE 
26 
 

PETER MORRIS & 
TAMSIN FORD 

JOYCE BOGGESS FABIO MORA MARK HANSON SUSAN CORRADO 

JULY 3 MARK & JANIS 
HANSON 

 LISSA TURNER MATTHEW 
FLEDDERJOHANN 

CHUCK GIETZEL 

 

GOOD NEIGHBORS PERSONAL ESSENTIALS 

PANTRY 
 ITEM OF THE MONTH 

 

SUNSCREEN – AT LEAST SPF 30 
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JUNE 2016 
CALENDAR 

 
 
 

  1 2 3 
 

 
 
 

5 
10:25 AM Gathering Music 
10:30 AM Call to Worship 
Communion 
Deacon Fund 
 
 

6 7 8 9 
 
 
6:30 PM 
Leadership Tem 

10 
10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
Personal Essentials  
Pantry 

11 

12 
10:25 AM Gathering Music 
10:30 AM Call to Worship 

13 14 15 16 
10:30 AM 
Community 
Meals at Luke 
House 
 
5:30-7:00 PM  
Personal 
Essentials Pantry 

17 
10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
Personal Essentials  
Pantry 

18 

19 
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY 
 
10:25 AM Gathering Music 
10:30 AM Call to Worship 
 
Outdoor Lunch to Celebrate 
Children’s Sunday 
 
Short Congregational Meeting – 
to approve new members. 

20 21 22 23 24 
4:30-7:00 AM 
Homeless Shelter at 
Grace Episcopal 
(Mark Hanson & 
Doug Keillor) 
 
10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
Personal Essentials  
Pantry 
 

25 

26 
10:25 AM Gathering Music 
10:30 AM Call to Worship 

27 28 29 
6:00 PM 
Concert 
on the 
Square 
 

30 1 
10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
Personal Essentials  
Pantry 
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