Arbor Covenant Church Newsletter
Unity in a Divisive World
During Epiphany we have been celebrating moments in the Biblical story when the spirit
and presence of God became apparent. These celebrations highlight the Magi’s trip to
Bethlehem, a story of outsiders who became aware of God’s goodness and came to pay

So now Faith,
Hope and Love
Abide these three
but the greatest of
these is love

homage. Others stories we retell are those that record the early public life of Christ: his
baptism, his initial acts of public ministry at a wedding in Cana turning water into wine, and
in Nazareth proclaiming good news to the poor, release to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind. Each of the
epiphanic stories show us what happens when God’s presence is made manifest: those once on the outside are drawn
closer, joy and blessing are experienced, restoration and wholeness happen. This is epiphanic.

But beyond these

significant stories, we have also celebrated God’s manifestation in the life and ministry of the church. “To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good,” these are Paul’s word to the church in Corinth. He goes on to describe
how each of these manifestations collectively and equitably embraced become the body of Christ, an instrument of
transformation, hope and God’s goodness in the world. Essentially what Paul writes is that the Christian community is
meant not just to celebrate epiphany but to be epiphanic, to demonstrate who God is by embodying God’s goodness.
The problem that Paul detected in Corinth however, is a lack of unity. They did not value and esteem each gift nor each
person equally and because of this they did not manifest God’s presence. They were not living as the epiphanic
community God intended them to be. For them division and separation became an obstacle to their witness, it became a
stopper that began to disrupt the flow of grace that was meant to be a hallmark of their life together, revealing God to each
of them and to their neighbors. A lack of unity isn’t unique to the Christian community in Corinth. Disunity has remained a
threat to the witness of the church in all times and places. This may be especially true now. In our current climate of
intense polarization and self-siloing, people are perhaps more inclined to walk away from a community than ever.
Differences in perspective or opinion are too often considered insurmountable barriers to relationships. This leads to
fragmentation and dissolution of groups of people who were once able to rely on one another for friendship and neighborly
support. The church isn’t immune to this sort of splintering. Tragically Christians have been walking away from each
other in droves.

But what if the church could be that place in our society where unity was embraced? What if we could

acknowledge differences, even honor them, and look beyond them towards those things that draw us together? What if
we could be a community where the connections of love and grace are deemed strong enough adhesives to keep us
together even though we come from different backgrounds, have different political outlooks, and arrive at different
theological conclusions. Such a community might highlight for the world the beauty of God’s hope for creation, where all
things — diverse, different, disparate — are each enveloped into God’s redemptive story. Maybe living this out would
make us a more epiphanic community, manifesting God’s presence, demonstrating God’s grace, God’s tenacious, everclinging love from which none of us can ever be separated.
Pastor Peter
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L e n t e n S o u p S u p p ers a n d D is c u s s io n
During Lent, we’re going to explore some of the implications of this kind of community. Each Wednesday as we gather for
a simple supper, we’ll have the opportunity to discuss together what it means for a congregation to embrace unity in a
divisive world. These discussions will start with brief videos telling a part of the story from one congregation that has
made this their vision. We will then discuss what we might be called towards as we seek to honor one another, embody
God’s love and reflect God’s goodness to the world.
Each Wednesday (February 17 through March 16) 6:00PM-7:30PM
We will be watching a series called “Different but Not Divided: Practicing a Third Way” produced by
theworkofthepeople.com
Please plan to attend the Ash Wednesday Service at 7 p.m. on February 10.

B o o k D is c u s s io n

On January 24, a group of Arborites met at Ann Britt’s condo to discuss the Harper Lee books, Go Kill a Mockingbird and
Go Set the Watchman. Gunnard Swanson led the discussion which included everything from the Civil Rights movement
in Alabama to the current political climate and the issues of states rights in 1950s and today. It ended with a brief
discussion of whether Harper Lee actually wrote To Kill a Mockingbird and what Doctor Finch meant when he said that
“Prejudice, a dirty word, and faith, a clean one, have something in common: they both begin where reason ends”. It was a
lively discussion
Our next book will be a contemporary best seller entitled The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the
Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander. This book was recommended by many of the women who
attended last April’s book recommendations meeting.
“Once in a great while a book comes along that changes the way we see the world and helps to fuel a
nationwide social movement. The New Jim Crow is such a book.” (Amazon) It has been called “carefully
researched, deeply engaging, and thoroughly readable book.” (Publishers Weekly)
The discussion will be held this spring. We have not yet set a date for this conversation but you are encouraged to begin
reading it as it is a long book.
We would like to have a large group participate in this discussion – because the topic is very important. If anyone would
like to help plan the discussion, please see Kris Brown or Jan Gietzel.
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Memories of Christmas Pageant 2015
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H o w A re W e B ein g C a lled ?
We are fresh from the Annual Meeting. On a weekend when we had a number of members away at family visits and
other activities, we had a solid turnout, joyful conversations…considering some of it was about budgets, and to me a
palpable sense of community. The support for the missions at Arbor was also palpable in terms of our mission activities
and financial contributions for those activities. We exceeded our revenue target in 2015.
I’d encourage you to pick up a copy of the Church Annual Reports and take a few moments to read and reflect. The
reports were shorter this year, at least partly in response to the realization that the Arbor community is moving towards
more timely information sources such as the Newsletter and a soon to be enhanced website. Why wait for an Annual
Report to get the information you need now? A budget was adopted for 2016, a nominating committee selected, some
building improvements planned especially in plumbing, and some investment to enhance the website. The congregation
decided to make an advance payment of $20,000 from cash reserves on our existing mortgage which is just under
$65,000.
I can’t begin to imagine all the ways we’ll be called in 2016, but a few have already emerged. The Covenant Harbor and
Point camps have sent out camping materials, and we have some children that are looking forward to picking their weeks.
Teachers will be meeting shortly to plan for the spring and summer, including another overnight canoe trip on the
Wisconsin River. Our work serving our neighborhood with the Personal Essentials Pantry continues and has become part
of our hospitality. Pastor Peter described some of his thoughts on hospitality and what it may mean for the Arbor
Community. Our various small group studies are enriching our lives as we study the Word and engage in topics that we
take joy in or struggle with, in our lives as followers of Christ.
I hope you’ll take full benefit of the richness of the Arbor community. Perhaps some of you will add to that richness by
bringing in some new ideas and opportunities, and volunteering to fill openings on the Church Leadership Team as terms
expire and an opening exists in the Children’s Church teaching rotation.

D e n o m in a t io n a l a n d C e n t r a l C o n f e r e n c e M e e t in g s

Mark Hanson

Every year our denomination and the Central Conference, of which we are a member have annual meetings. Church
members are invited to serve as delegates if interested. There is a modest stipend available to cover some of your
expenses.
This year the dates and locations for the conferences are as follows
Central Conference

Iron Mountain Michigan

April 28-30, 2016

National Denomination

Phoenix, Arizona

June 23-25, 2016

Please speak with Pastor Peter or Mark Hanson if you would like to serve as a delegate.

C oven a n t C a m pin g

Our church has always enthusiastically supported summer camping. The Central Conference has two amazing camp
facilities – Covenant Harbor in Lake Geneva WI and Covenant Point in Iron River Michigan. There are many camps for all
ages and interests. Mark Hanson is once again serving as our Camping Coordinator. Mark has put brochures in the
narthex. He will also happily answer any and all questions. We have reserve funds to help with the costs of camping.
If you or your child or friends are interested, it is time to commit to dates for the summer. Please talk to Mark SOON so
that you can get your requested dates.
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Copies of the Annual Report and Annual Budget passed at the Annual Meeting (January 24) are available on the counter
in the narthex. A few reports were accidentally omitted and are therefore being printed below.

Covenant Women - Addendum to the Annual Report (Ruth Hallblade,Ann-Britt Keillor)

Our first activity of the year was our annual Book Review night. Elrene Lund hosted the evening. We had a very nice
group gathered for our salad supper and discussion. Many thanks to Elrene for hosting and to Kris Brown for putting
together a list of the books we had read and leading the discussion that followed dinner.

The 2015 Women's Fall Fellowship Retreat planning was the responsibility of the Badger Conference women of which we
are a part. Therefore, four women from Arbor met monthly with a committee to plan the retreat. Since this is a two-year
commitment, the meetings continue until September of 2016. It is a big responsibility but has many rewards when the
retreat comes and we can see the "fruits of our labor". Four women attended the retreat in September. We are hoping
that more of you will join us this fall.
Once again in November, Arbor women participated in the Holiday Bazaar at the Monona Community Center. Many
women made craft items and/or baked goods. Most of the money we made provides money for coffee for those of us at
Arbor plus visitors to the Personal Essentials Pantry each Friday morning.
We have not had monthly meetings for a number of years, but are always open to suggestions for activities for the women
at Arbor. Let us know if you have ideas for ways in which we can fellowship together and perhaps serve others.

A rb o r M is s io n s
B r ea d fo r t h e W o r ld
Bread for the World is a collective Christian voice urging our nation’s decision makers to end hunger at home and
abroad. By changing policies, programs, and conditions that allow hunger and poverty to persist, they provide help and
opportunity at home and far beyond where we live. Arbor supports this organization financially each year.

C o m m u n i t y G a r d e n R e p o r t – A d d e n d u m t o t h e A n n u a l R e p o r t ( J i m S t e h le y )
In 2015, there were 5 new (16x18 foot) plots added this year. However, only 3 of these new plots were gardened as weed
and grass growth prevented preparation of 2 of them. Deb Levin's rhubarb was moved to the new garden area and is
available for all gardeners and church members. I will weed and fertilize this area. After many years of no price increase,
the plot charges will be increased to $10.00 for 1/2 a plot and $20.00 for a full plot. If gardeners have difficulty paying the
new price, options for assistance will be available. As in previous years I will hope to have the gardens ready for planting
in early May. The gardens were not tilled in the fall of 2015, but all plants and debris from 2015 were mulched. There will
be some fence repair and a new water barrel for spring.

C o m m u n i t y M e a ls a t L u k e H o u s e
The Community Meals Program serves the economically poor by providing noon-time and evening meals. Church
groups take turns serving the meals each day, thus providing the opportunity for a variety of faith communities to prepare,
serve, and share meals with the people who come to eat.
Arbor provides one lunch per month and provides many volunteers to do the work and enjoy conversations with
guests over the meal. Ken & Elrene Lund were intimately involved with the program and helping to build the present
building on Ingersoll Street. In addition to providing food and volunteers, Arbor has for decades contributed financially to
this effort.
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C o v e n a n t W o r ld R e li e f
Covenant World Relief has been the Evangelical Covenant Church’s response to human suffering and injustice in
the world for more than 60 years. Through disaster relief and community development, CWR partners in the transformation
of individuals, families, and communities. Their mission is to join God in loving, serving, and working together with the poor,
the powerless, and the marginalized.
Relief is immediate assistance in times of natural or human-made disaster by providing water, shelter, and food.
Transformational Development is working with communities and families as they help themselves through microenterprise, micro-finance, sustainable water development, community health initiatives, agriculture, and sustainable food
programs.
Arbor supports this mission by taking a special offering in November or December which is then sent to help the
people receiving assistance.

D ea con F u n d
Each month Arbor takes a retiring offering to support needs which arise in our own congregation and immediate
community. In the past, the money has been used to provide gas, food, rent assistance, bus passes, etc. Pastor Peter is
the direct contact to this fund.

G lo b a l D e v e lo p m e n t N e t w o r k C o r p o r a t i o n
The Mission of GDNC is, by God’s grace, to empower grassroots leaders andorganizations to bring positive
changes to at-risk communities in Southeast Asia particularly in Thailand.
The GDN/SDRF partnership has expanded its work into four major regions of the country. Holistic development
projects include: agriculture, agro-forestry, aquatic fish farms, education, HIV/AIDS advocacy, marine aquiculture, and
public health programs. This network is headed by Jim Gustafson, who with his wife, Joan attended and often visits Arbor
Covenant. Three of our current members – Mark Hanson, Joyce Boggess and Chuck Gietzel serve on the board of this
ministry. The late Phil Keillor was also a board member and avid supporter. GDNC’s Phil Keillor Marine Research Institute
is a tribute to his advocacy and work. Along with the involvement of our members, Arbor supports this important work
financially.

G o o d N e i g h b o r s P e r s o n a l E s s e n t i a ls P a n t r y ( J a n G i e t z e l)
GNPEP opened its doors at Arbor Covenant Church in partnership with All Saints Lutheran Church, Memorial
United Church of Christ and the The Church at Christ Memorial in October 2012 with 6 families registering. GNPEP
presently has 362 family units from 13 City of Madison zip codes actively utilizing the pantry. Household cleaning and
hygiene products come at considerable household expense. These essentials are not covered by subsidies and generally
are not available at conventional food pantries. The work of the Good Neighbors Personal Essentials Pantry strives to
help our neighbors struggling with job loss, major illness and/or chronic poverty.. Personal essentials such as laundry
detergent, shampoo, diapers and toothpaste are some of the basic necessities that allow children in their classrooms, the
elderly, and the working poor to function in their worlds with dignity. When families can get these supplies regularly, they
can better manage food budgets and they don’t have to spend precious time and money roaming from pantry to pantry
hoping for personal essentials.
Arbor supports the Pantry financially and individuals within our congregation and others generously volunteer time
and donate products as well as financial gifts.
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H o m eles s S h elter a t G ra ce E p is co p a l S h elter (P o rch lig h t)
Porchlight provides temporary emergency shelter to single men at its Drop-In Shelter at Grace Episcopal Church at 116 West
Washington Avenue and two overflow shelters. Guests receive two hot meals per day, personal grooming supplies, laundry facilities,
and counseling services. During the winter months, Porchlight serves an average of 160-180 men each night. Arbor provides two
volunteers each month to serve on the early morning shift and serve breakfast. This year, Glenn Hanson and Deb McGill and Mark &
Janis Hanson served a special hot breakfast on Christmas morning to those gathered. This was among one of Arbor’s first
involvements in large community social justice initiatives and Arbor member Phil Keillor was instrumental in establishing it so that no
homeless people would freeze to death during our cold winters.

M a d is o n U rb a n M in is t r y
Founded in 1971, Madison-area Urban Ministry (MUM) has served as a prophetic voice for justice in our community for over
four decades. MUM is a private, 501(c)3 non-profit agency. As an interfaith organization it seeks to live out the call across faith traditions
to care for our brothers and sisters, to welcome the stranger, and to work for justice. MUM adheres to the words of theologian William
Sloane Coffin “Charity yes, always, but never as a substitute for justice.” Arbor supports MUM financially each year and several in our
congregation have served on the board of this ministry.

M erg e M in is t ries
Arbor Covenant Church sponsors Merge Ministries, an extension of the Evangelical Covenant Church which organizes and
supports groups from churches and colleges that want to help churches and Bible camps in Mexico and Latin America.
With over 22 years of experience, and 16,000 participants, Merge utilizes qualified local leadership to design custom mission
trips. Groups share unique talents and abilities in partnership with a local church/ministry. There is also the opportunity to encourage
the local church body and enhance its ministry in their community.
Many of our Arbor youth have had transforming experiences while participating in missions in Mexico and Guatemala and
Arbor annually financially supports this ministry. http://www.covmerge.org/trips

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

B a b y S h o w er # 3
Arbor has recently experienced the wonderful joy of new babies. Will Woofter and Theo Morris have caused quite a flutter
of excitement when they attend church. A few weeks ago, both young men were in church when Pastor Peter invited
everyone to Share the Peace. Everyone rushed to the babies – and Pastor Peter had a difficult time getting people to
return to their seats!!
And now we eagerly await Baby #3 – a little girl who will be born at the end of February. Her parents are Dan and
Michelle Stachowiak. Recently Michelle’s aunt, Deb Levin, held a baby shower at her Verona home on a Saturday
afternoon. A nice group of friends had a delicious lunch and then enjoyed seeing Michelle open gifts – many of which
were pink!!

o
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Men’s chorus singing Angels from the Realms
of Glory in December.
(left to right) Wesley Hanson, Gunnard
Swanson, Ken Lund, Glenn Hanson, Rod
Johnson, Matthew Fledderjohann, Mark
Hanson)

“Messy Church” - Children’s Ministry – January 24, 2016
Pastor Peter wanted to have the children understand that the church is made up of many parts – And they all fit together
into one body – with different contributions from each. He decided to have the children make a pizza – which would then
cook until they ate it at the end of the service. Thanks to Lissa Turner for taking pictures of this effort.
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P a ris h N otes
M a ry K en t – m o th er o f P a u l K en t
Our sympathies are extended to Paul and Peggy Kent following the death of Paul’s mother, Mary Kent on January 9,
2016. Mrs. Kent lived with John, her husband of almost 65 years, in Pewaukee. She taught music and was a church
organist and choir director for more than 50 years. Along with her husband and Paul, she is survived by another son Tom
and 4 grandchildren and two great grandchildren. May she rest in peace and may those who survive her know that we
are praying for them as they grieve.

L in n ea T orn q vis t
Several members of the congregation shared a recent obituary from Valthornet. Linnea Tornqvist worshiped with us for
the last year or so of her life and participated in the local Vasa meetings. Many had the opportunity to talk with her after
church but were surprised to learn about Linnea’s life before we met her. What follows are excerpts from the obituary –
clearly she was a remarkable woman.
She was a linguist who earned a PhD in linguistics from Rutgers University. She was fluent in English, Spanish and
Swedish. She taught both English and Spanish at Eastern Baptist College in Pennsylvania and for more than ten years
was an instructor in the English –ESL department at Kean University in Elizabeth New Jersey. “She was adored by her
students who she positively encouraged and inspired.”
She loved to sketch, listen to classical music and waltz. Linnea was always up for a good time with her family and friends
and could never be beaten in Trivial Pursuit because her knowledge was so broad. She enjoyed summers in Cape May,
ski trips to Vermont and operas at the Met in New York City. She was also a voracious reader of mystery novels and
Spanish prose. Along with her love of languages, art and reading, she enjoyed traveling immensely. With her husband of
41 years, Dr. Erik Tornqvist, and her family, she traveled the world experiencing the cultures of many countries.
Her friends and family will treasure their hand-drawn Christmas and birthday cards

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thursday night Small Group – at Meyer home
Feb 4. Study, 1 John 2:15-29: Deb Meyer. Worship: Glenn
Feb 11. No meeting
Feb 18, Study, 1 John 3: Susan. Worship: Dan or Sarah
Feb 25, Study, 1 John 4: Dan or Sarah. Worship: Paul

Sunday morning Small Group – at church at 9:15
A Brief History of Church Hymns
Gunnard Swanson will be discussing the use of hymns in the church on February 7th and 14th during Sunday school. Come and get
a historical perspective of change within the established church. He will start with Gregorian chant, around 1000 A. D.. Who was
allowed to sing in church?? What songs were considered appropriate? Who were there dissenters? He will end with a brief look at
praise music and how it fits into the evolution of church music.

W o r k d a y F e b r u a r y 2 0 – 9 :0 0 A M - n o o n
Please consider helping out at a workday on Saturday February 20 (9:00 AM-noon) Hopefully we can get at some of the plumbing
items, install a new microwave, and work on the children’s church area.
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V o l u n t e e r R e s p o n s i b i li t i e s
Host

Nursery

Children’s
Church

Lay Reader

Projector

February 7

Lissa and Josh
Turner

Ulrika
Swanson

Lissa Turner

Michelle
Stachowiak

Susan
Corrado

February 14

Susan Corrado
Charlie Volk

Amanda
Pecotte

Mark Hanson

Joyce
Boggess

Michelle
Stachowiak

February 21

Joyce Boggess
Mike Johnson

Deb
Levin

Fabio Mora

Matthew
Fledderjohann

Chuck
Gietzel

February 28

Elrene and Ken
Lund

Joyce
Boggess

Mark Hanson

Rod
Johnson

Debby
Meyer

March 6

Deb McGill and
Glenn Hanson

Susan
Corrado

Lissa
Turner

Ann-Britt
Keillor

Mark
Hanson

February Birthdays
February 3

Charlie Volk

February 9

Josh Turner

February Anniversaries
February 10 Dan and Marijo Kessenich

February 14 Lee Fledderjohann
February 15 Sheri Keillor
February 16 Kyle Hanson

Good Neighbor Essentials Pantry

February 16 Malina Keillor

Item of the Month

February 21 Hayden Hanson
February 23 Emma Keillor Hutchins
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February 2016 Calendar
January

31

7

9:15 AM
Sunday Small Group
10:25 AM
Gathering Music
10:30 AM
Call to Worship
Communion
Deacon Fund Offering

14

9:15 AM
Sunday Small Group
10:25 AM
Gathering Music
10:30 AM
Call to
Worship

Valentines Day

February

1

2

3

8

9

10

A sh
W ed n esd a y

15

16

17

6:00-7:30 PM
Lenten Supper
and Discussion

22

28

29

9:15 AM
Sunday Small Group
10:25 AM
Gathering Music
10:30 AM
Call to Worship

11

6:30 PM
Leadership Team

5

6

12

13

10:00 AM-1:00
PM
Essentials Pantry
10:00 AM-1:00
PM
Essentials Pantry

7:00 PM Ash
Wednesday
Service

21

9:15 AM
Sunday Small Group
10:25 AM
Gathering Music
10:30 AM
Call to Worship

4
7:00 PM- Small
Group at Meyers

23

March

1

24

18

19

10:00 AM-1:00
PM
Essentials Pantry

9:00AMnoon
Workday

25

26

27

5

6:00-7:30 PM
Lenten Supper
and Discussion

7:00 PM- Small
Group at Meyers

4:30-7:00 AM
Homeless Shelter
Grace Episcopal *
10:00 AM-1:00
PM
Essentials Pantry

2

3

4

6:00-7:30 PM
Lenten Supper
and Discussion

20

10:30 AM
Community Meals
@ Luke House
5:30-7:30 PM
Personal Essentials
Pantry
7:00 PM- Small
Group at Meyers

*Shelter Volunteers Ken Lund and Gunnard Swanson
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