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ANN BRITT Keillor recommends 

1

Vanished  
Wil S Hylton 
A sixty four year 
search for missing 
men from WWII when 
they were shot down 
over the island of 
Palau in 1944. A very 
well written story of 
the search for the information and 
a wonderful way to bring closure to 
the eleven families. 

A Man Called Ove  
Fredrik Backman 
A delightful story of a grumpy old 
man who wants nothing more than 

to keep all rules and to 
be reunited with his 
wife who has died. 
Sweet, tender and 
humorous 

Deb Meyer: Most 
delightful read of the year!  Quirky 
characters and lots of grace given 

Susan Corrado also liked this book 

Janis Hanson also liked this book 

Learning to Stay  
Erin Celello 
An intense story of a 
man returning to 
Madison from the war. 
He looks the same but 
has suffered brain injury. It is the 
story set in Madison and Michigan 
as the couple struggle in a 
situation where they need help but 
not much is available. Very well 
written. 

2

Miracle Beach  
Erin Celello 
Also very well written . 
This story involves 
family struggles and is 
set in Green Bay and an 
island off Vancouver. A 
story of secrets and 
struggles . 

My Brilliant Friend  
Elena Ferrante 
The first book in a set of four. It 
takes place in Naples, Italy and 
deals with a culture that I am totally 
ignorant of. It too is very well written 
and reminds me 
of Ann Tyler 
books in that it 
starts and goes 
on telling of life in 
a certain section 
of the city but 
does not have 
much of a start or 
finish. Maybe the 
fourth books brings the story to an 
end. I am now half way through the 
second book. Not a fast read but 
one that tells about friendships 
among women of all ages. And all 
aspects of friendships. Loyalty. 
Envy, rage, hostility. 
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The Nightingale  
Kristin Hannah 
Another WWII story set in France. I 
don't usually like Kristin Hannah's 
story but this one is well written and 
fairly complex .it is the story of 
incredible bravery 
during the war. Of 
downed airmen 
rescued over the 
mountains. Of women 
in concentration 
camps. Of Nazis 
taking over a French 
village. Of a young 
Mother hiding Jewish children. It is 
a story that keeps you reading to 
the very end. 

Deb Meyer: While I have read many WWII 
books, this is the first one entirely in occupied 
France.  Riveting and sobering and a surprise 
at the end. 
Jan Gietzel: A beautifully written story 
focused on the incredible strength and 
survival instincts of women during hardship 
and loss.  Hard to put down. 
 

The Plum Tree  
Ellen Marie Wiseman 
Another WWII story set in Germany. 
It is a work of fiction but actually 
stories from the authors 
grandmother so much of it actually 
happened. She lists her sources at 
the end and 
includes four 
novels that we 
probably all read. 
 

ARBor Reads ! 
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NONFICTION 

Dead Wake  
Erik Larson 
Larson is a nonfiction 
writer who writes like a 
novelist - so 
readable.  This is about 
the sinking of the 
Lusitania.  Riveting. 

(Lowell Nordling also recommended) 

American Nations  
Colin Woodard 
Describes the 11 
regional people 
groups of North 
American and why we 
think and vote alike 
from our histories.  Great read for 
history and poli-sci buffs. 

The Wright Brothers  
David McCullough 
Everything McCullough 
writes is worth reading and 
this history of the Wright 
Brothers is no exception.   

Emergent 
Christianity  
Phyllis Tickle 
Very readable book 
on the current stream 
of change in the 
Christian Church particularly in 
America.  Christendom lost a great 
voice when Tickle died this past year. 

Being Mortal  
Atul Gawende 
Physician writes about 
the end of life and issues 
he has seen in his 
patients and his 
family.  Everyone should 
read this and be ready (I know Ann-
Britt already has). 
 
Amanda Fledderjohann and Kris 
Brown also recommended this book 
 

 

Deb Meyer recommends 

Ruth Hallblade 
recommends 

A WEDDING DRESS  
Rachel Houck 
This is the story of one wedding 
dress and the four brides who wore 
it over a number of years and 
generations. Charlotte Malone, the 
owner of a bridal shop 
had bought the trunk 
at an auction and 
never was quite sure 
what made her buy 
it.  The dress was 
determined to be 
about 100 years old.  She felt 
compelled to solve the mystery 
behind the dress.  This is an easy 
read with some mystery and some 
romance.  I enjoyed it. 
 

Old Filth Trilogy 
Jane Gardam 
Three books that 
follow “old Fifth”, his 
wife and lifelong 
protagonist. 
Wonderful writing! 
 
 
 
 
The 100 Year old Man who 
Climbed Out the Window 
Jonas Jonassen  
(translated from Swedish) 
Second most delightful, quirky read of 
the year.  Those 
Swedes really know 
how to write them! 
 

Someone 
Alice 
McDermott 
Some of the 
best writing I 
have read all 
year- maybe one of the best 
writers I’ve read ever. 
 
Everything I Never 
Told You 
Celeste Ng 
Tells the complex story of 
one family moving around to 
each member.  
The heartache 
and troubles that 
could have been 
averted if only 
they had really 
known what was 
going on! Great 
Read! 
 

I am Pilgrim 
Terry 
Hayes 
I’m not much 
of a spy genre 
reader but this 
book is great 
start to finish.  
Soon to be a 
major motion picture so read 
it first 
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Mark Hanson 

recommends 

The Emerald 
Mile  
Kevin 
Fedarko 
Yes, yet another 
non-fictional 
adventure story 
consistent with past submissions.  
This story is about something that 
Janis and I connect to on a more 
basic level than I could claim for some 
past stories in that it is about a dory 
(think of a highly rockered row boat) 
trip through the Grand Canyon.  Janis 
and I took a ride on a 16’ dory through 
the Grant Canyon in June 2015. It was 
the same river, same canyon, and 
almost identical boat.  So what makes 
this such an adventure, or did Janis 
and have that significant adventure?  
There is one big difference, and a few 
others that go with that.  The main 
difference is that the water flow 
through the Grand Canyon is this story 
occurs at over 100,000 cfs (cubic feet 
per second) while our trip took place 
at 10,000 to 15,000 cfs.  At over 
100,000 cfs, it’s considered to be way 
too dangerous to run, and the river 
would be closed to any use…as it was 
when it occurred. At 10,000 to 15,000 
cfs, it’s a pleasant but still exciting 
float (as they call it). We had the 
benefit of guides who did the rowing 
How this all happened gets into the 
historical back story about battles 
over damming the Grand Canyon for 
water supply and hydro power, 
thinking we could predict the weather, 
what happens when the Bureau of 
Reclamation in 1983 accidentally 
overfills the Glen Canyon Dam at 
Page, Arizona that threatens the dam 
and a lot else, and three renegade 
river rats (um, guides) decide that this 
is a once in a lifetime opportunity for a 
challenge.  Well, off you go. It’s a 
great, detailed history on human 
hubris in managing resources and 
passion for running stunning rivers. 
You can read the book for how this all 
comes out. And by the way, it’s not 
likely we’ll ever see anything close to 
these events for a long, long time.  
Fedarko explains that as well.  
 

Alexander Hamilton  
Ron 
Chernow 
Long before the 
Broadway hip-
hop musical and 
the ten dollar bill 
controversy, Ron 
Chernow wrote a 
compelling 
biography simply 
titled, Alexander Hamilton.  Like his 
subsequent biography of George 
Washington that I recommended last 
year, Chernow provides a detailed 
and unvarnished narrative of one of 
the most remarkable of the so-called 
“founding fathers.”   Chernow brings 
to life this man who he describes as 
“the supreme double threat among 
the founding fathers, at once a thinker 
and a doer.”   The man who wrote 
most of the Federalist Papers that 
served as the intellectual 
underpinnings of our constitution, 
also guided the development of a 
central bank, a credit system for the 
federal government, an independent 
judiciary, a professional military, a 
customs service and many other 
elements of our current political and 
economic system.  While his views of 
capitalism and a strong central 
government have been contrasted 
with Jeffersonian agrarian democratic 
ideals, his view of the world was also 
free of slavery that was endemic in 
the agrarian society in the 
south.  Hamilton was one of the few 
founding fathers who was an early 
advocate of the abolition of 
slavery.   At the same time Chernow 
also explores the man and his life 
which he notes “was so tumultuous 
that only an audacious novelist could 
have dreamed it up.”  Born as the 
illegitimate son of a Scotsman in the 
British West Indies he comes to 
America to make a new life, he 
ascends to the height of power, has a 
torrid affair, and ultimately meets his 
end at the famous duel with Aaron 
Burr.  Chernow is clearly a Hamilton 
fan, but he provides a detailed and 
balanced picture from which you can 
draw your own conclusions. 

  
Lowell also recommended this book 
 

True North: 
Perry, Cook and 
the Race to the 
Pole   
Bruce 
Henderson 
In the early 1900s two 
men laid claim to 
discovery of the North 
Pole, Robert Perry and Fredrick 
Cook.  The story of their multiple efforts 
to reach this goal is a great adventure in 
itself.  The harsh climate, physically 
demanding journeys, and the endless 
fundraising for such efforts rivals that of 
the Shackleton expedition.  The result is 
a compelling story and a dispute that 
continues to this day.  Yet, the real story 
is the contrast between the two men 
themselves and how they go about 
trying to achieve their elusive goal.  Their 
relationships with their families, the 
native peoples, their crew, and ultimately 
each other could not provide a starker 
contrast.  It raises basic questions about 
how we all go about our life’s work.  
 
Scott Turow 
   
For those of you who want some good 
snack reading this summer there are a 
number of current and former lawyers 
writing murder mysteries and other 
thrillers.  Baldacci and Grisham have 
their moments, but Turow is my 
favorite.  Not only is he a great story 
writer, he is one of the few who gets all 
of the legal details correct.  Presumed 
Innocent, The Burden of Proof, Pleading 
Guilty, Identical and Limitations are all 
great reads. 
  

 

Paul kent recommends 
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Amanda Pecotte 
recommends 
Their Name is Today: Reclaiming 
Childhood in a Hostile World  

Johann Christoph Arnold 
I had to read this for some continuing 
education for work and I found it really 
inspiring to read and it gives you a new 
perspective on children in today’s 
world. 
 

 
The Book Thief  
Markus Zusak 
Markus Zusak's unforgettable story is 
about the ability of books to feed the soul. 
Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living 
outside of Munich, who scratches out a 
meager existence for herself by stealing when she 
encounters something she can’t resist–books. With 
the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she 
learns to read and shares her stolen books with her 
neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the 
Jewish man hidden in her basement.  
 
Clockwork Princess  

Cassandra Claire 
Danger and betrayal, love and loss, 
secrets and enchantment are woven 
together in the breathtaking finale to 
the #1 New York Times bestselling 
Infernal Devices Trilogy, prequel to the 
internationally bestselling Mortal 

Instruments series. 
 
Doing the Right Thing for 
Children Eight Qualities of 
Leadership  
Maurice Sykes 
I saw this author as a keynote speaker 
at an early childhood conference this 
past year and I liked him so much that I had to get 
the book to read. It is also a very inspiring read. 
 

Heaven is for Real  
Todd Burpo 
A heartwarming, simple, and 
surprisingly biblical glimpse into a little 
four year old boy's journey into 
Heaven. 
 

 

Jen Stehley recommends 

I reread other favorites, like Paulo Coelho, Potter series, 
or books on livestock and homesteading.  Here are the 
ones I would recommend of the "real" books: 
 
Harry Hole series  
Jo Nesbo  
 
Especially the grouping of "The 
Redbreast", "Nemesis" and "The 
Devil's Star" 
 
Career of Evil 
Robert Galbraith  

 
The most recent in the Cormorant Strike 
series, the characters are wonderful, unlike 

previous pen name of J. K..Rowling. 
 

The Girl in the Spider's Web 
David Lagercrantz  
 
This author doesn't have the same 
rhythm as Stieg Larsson, but I thought it 
was a great book.  I think Lagercrantz 
softened Lisbeth Salander, and she isn't the same girl 
that Larsson created.  But still an engaging book with 
good characters 

 
Mary Poppins  
PL Travers 
The tale that has captured the imaginations of 
generations of children and spawned a beloved and 
classic motion picture starring Julie Andrews as well 
as a dazzling Broadway musical, begins with the 
eponymous nanny blowing in to Number Seventeen 
to care for the Banks children just in the nick of time.  
 

One more from Amanda 



 5 

ERIKA HANSON 
recommends 
The Lightbringer series 
Brent Weeks  
The series starts with 
the book "The Black 
Prism". It is a fantasy 
series where the 
author has created an 
interesting and unique 
world. Very exciting! 
I really enjoyed it. (Kyle and 
Jordan are reading/have read as 
well) 
One Second After 
William 
Forstchen 
This book is about a 
small town post-EMP 
strike and how people 
and society gets by with 
the sudden loss of all 
electronics. It was very 
interesting and made me 
want to stock up on canned goods :) 

Matthew 
Fledderjohann 
Recommends 
The Last Myth: What the Rise 
of Apocalyptic Thinking Tells 

Us About America 
Matthew Barrett 
Gross  
This year I read and 
thoroughly 
enjoyed The Last 
Myth: What the Rise 
of Apocalyptic 

Thinking Tells Us About America 
by Matthew Barrett Gross and Mel 
Gilles.  It accessibly walks through 
the history, current significance, 
and wider implications of 
apocalypticism while building a 
thesis that our post-Enlightenment 
ideology of unceasing progress 
may finally be facing the reality of 
dwindling resources.  It pulls 
together sociology, anthropology, 
religion, environmentalism, and 
popular culture to help us 
understand the importance of 
apocalypse in our present 
moment. 

Janis hanson recommends 
The Secret History 
Donna Tartt 
 
Under the influence 
of their  
charismatic classics 
professor, a  
group of clever, 
eccentric misfits  
at an elite New England college  
discover a way of thinking and  
living that is a world away from  
the humdrum existence of their  
contemporaries. But when they  
go beyond the boundaries of  
normal morality they slip gradually  
from obsession to corruption and  
betrayal, and at last - inexorably –  
into evil 

We were Liars 
E. Lockhart 
 
A beautiful and 
distinguished  
family. A private island. 

A brilliant, damaged girl; a  
passionate, political boy. 
A group of four friends—the  
Liars – whose friendship turns  
destructive. A revolution. An  
accident. A secret. Lies upon lies.   
True love. The truth. 
We Were Liars is a modern,  
sophisticated suspense novel  
from National Book Award finalist  
and Printz Award honoree E.  
Lockhart. Read it. And if anyone  
asks you how it ends, lie.  

A Little Life  
Hanya Yanagihara 
 
When four classmates 
from a small 
Massachusetts college 
move to New York to 
make their way, they're broke, 
adrift, and buoyed only by their 
friendship and ambition. There is 
kind, handsome Willem, an 
aspiring actor; JB, a quick-witted, 
sometimes cruel Brooklyn-born 
painter seeking entry to the art 
world; Malcolm, a frustrated 
architect at a prominent firm; and 
withdrawn, brilliant, enigmatic 
Jude, who serves as their center of 
gravity. Over the decades, their 
relationships deepen and darken, 
tinged by addiction, success, and 
pride. Yet their greatest challenge, 
each comes to realize, is Jude 
himself, by midlife a terrifyingly 
talented litigator yet an increasingly 
broken man, his mind and body 
scarred by an unspeakable 
childhood, and haunted by what he 
fears is a degree of trauma that 
he’ll not only be unable to 
overcome—but that will define his 
life forever 
 

 

Gunnard Swanson 
Recommends 
Here is my take on The Caine Mutiny by Herman Wouk (Pulitzer 1952) 
This story of the mutiny on the naval ship Caine would be of most interest 
to men (and women) who have been in the navy on a large ship during 
wartime.  The mutiny is a result of incompetence of the Captain 
Queeg.  The story seems rather stagnant and uninteresting as Wouk 
relates the deeds or cowardice and paranoia of the captain, who 
successfully covers up his aberrant behaviors, which culminates is 
Captain Queeg ordering the court marshall of one of his loyal men, 
Maryk.  It is in the last chapters (during the trial) that the entire narrative 
about Captain Queeg unravels.  No one needs to point fingers at Queeg; 
his incompetence and paranoia spew forth from his own comments and 
behavior.  A psychiatrist just might enjoy the way Wouk skillfully develops 
Captain Queeg; and even more skillfully narrates his demise. 
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Lowell nordling 

recommends 

Destiny of the 
Republic  
Candice 
Millard  
The fascinating 
story of one of the 
most extraordinary  
men ever elected 
President, his 

extreme “humblt” beginnings, to a 
wunderkind scholar, to reluctant 
President elected to take on nation’s 
corrupt political establishment, yes 
even back then, and shot in the back 
four months into administration.  One 
specific aspect of interest was the 
role of Alexander Graham Bell, 
utilizing “induction balance” to locate 
the bullet lodged in the President’s 
body.  That led to development of 
the metal detector.  Another was role 
of Lister who had just developed use 
of antiseptic in healing.  This had 
become accepted in some of Europe 
but not Garfield’s doctor who relied 
on healing effect of fresh air.  “A Tale 
of Madness, Medicine and the 
Murder of a President” 
 
Lowell also reviewed Chernov’s book 
entitled Alexander Hamilton’s 
America.  See Paul Kent’s review 
_________________________________ 

The Greater Journey: Journey 
of Americans 
in Paris  
David 
McCulloch                         
“Enthralling and 
inspiring story of 
American artists, 
writers, 
politicians, architects and others 
of high aspirations who set off fo 
Paris in 1830 through 1900, 
ambitious to excel in their work.”  
Charles Sumner, Samuel 
Clemens, Samuel F. B. Morse, 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, James 
Fennimore Cooper, Harriet 
Beecher Stowe and many others, 
including artists and writers.  It’s 
very interesting to read of these 
names as real people.  
 
 
The Billion Dollar Spy 
David E. Hoffman 

An engrossing story 
of a spy, Adolf 
Tolkachev, an 
engineer in a 
Soviet military 
design bureau, 
who cracked open 
the Soviet military 
research 

establishment. This is 
a penetrating portrait of the CIA’s 
Moscow station, an outpost of 
daring espionage in the last years 
of the Cold War.  It also shows 
how personal attitudes and fears 
drive this world of spies.  
Tolkachev’s  revelations allowed 
America to reshape its weapons 
systems to defeat Soviet radar on 
the ground and in the air, giving 
the United States near total 
superiority in the skies over 
Europe   
 

The Innovators  
Walter Isaacson                                                                                                             
The Innovators is a 
serial biography of 
the large number 
of ingenious 
scientists and 
engineers who, 
you might say, led 
up to Jobs and his 
Apple co-founder Steve Wozniak—
“forerunners” who, over the past 
century or so, produced the 
transistor, the microchip and 
microprocessor, the 
programmable computer and its 
software, the personal computer, 
and the graphic interface.  The 
author periodically suggests that 
we shouldn’t be thinking of lone 
geniuses, or even of self-sufficient 
imaginative individuals, at all but of 
the organizational forms within 
which innovation takes place. Not 
the least of the revolutionaries’ 
inventions was their own role as 
our culture’s charismatic prophets, 
uniquely positioned to pronounce 
on which way history was going 
and then to assemble the capital, 
the motivated workers and the 
cheering audiences that helped 
them make it go that way. Often 
neglected is the role that 
government had to play in this 
whole development, providing 
both the need and the initial 
financing that allowed this diverse 
group of visionaries to produce 
what some call the Third Industrial 
Revolution. 
 

Gunnard Swanson also 
recommended the following 
Pulitzer Prize novels. 
 
Two novels by Booth Tarkington: 
The Magnicient Ambersons (1919) 
Alice Adams (1922) 
 
Scarlett Sister Mary –Julia 
Peterkin(1929) 
Tales of the South Pacific – 
James Michener (1948)  



 7 

MORE Sue and Karen 

Recommendations 

Having a Mary Heart 
in a Martha World  
Joanna Weaver  
Finding Intimacy with God 
in the Busyness of Life 
“An invitation for every 

woman who’s ever felt she isn’t godly 
enough, isn’t loving enough, isn’t doing 
enough.” 
 
It Happened In 
Wisconsin  
Michael Bie 
Remarkable Events that 
Shaped History. This is a 
fun book to read a 
chapter or two at a time. 
It deals with events in the history of 
Wisconsin and little known things that 
happened in Wisconsin. 
 

 

 

 

 

Michelle 
stachowiak 
recommends 

The Eagle Tree  
Ned Hayes  
So far it is an interesting 
book. It is about a boy who 
has autism and his love for 

trees and tree climbing.   
Hope Unfolding 
Becky Thompson  
Another book that a friend 
recommended that I have 
only read a little bit of is It 
appears to be geared toward 
mothers.  It has been good the little 
I've read 

Sue and 
Karen 

Pecotte 
recommend 

�The Great Sand 
Fracas of  
 Ames County  

�Cranberry Red 
Jerry Apps 
Wisconsin author and 
professor at the UW. 
Both are easy reads 

with aspects of rural Wisconsin 
woven in. 

 
Grace  
Max Lucado  
The subtitle is More 
than we deserve, 
Greater than 
we imagine. One 

writer wrote in the forward, “Max 
is a vivid storyteller whose writing 
evokes powerful self-reflection. 
Reading Grace, you can’t help 
but be transported into the peace 
of God’s all-consuming embrace. 
An ambitious book that shows 
once again why Max is one of 
Christianity’s most loved, 
respected, and trusted authors.” 
Dave Toycen, President and CEO, 
World Vision Canada 
I enjoy and am challenged by all the 
books by Max Lucado that I have read. 
 
Good Goats: 
Healing our 
Image of God  
Dennis, Sheila 
Fabricant, and 
Matthew Linn 
These books attempt to help us 
understand our image of God in a 
new way. Written from a deeply 
Roman Catholic tradition, it 
seems to come from a much 
harsher vision of God than what I 
have been taught.  

 
Living a Life That 
Matters  
Harold S. 
Kushner 
From the back cover of 

the book. “Drawing on the stories 
of his own congregants, 
on literature, and above all, on 
the Biblical story of Jacob—the 
worldly trickster who evolves into a 
man of God—Kushner addresses 
some of the most persistent 
dilemmas of the human condition: 
Why do decent people so often 
violate their moral standards? How 
can we pursue justice without 
giving in to the lure of revenge? 
How can we turn our 
relationships with family and 
friends into genuine sources of 
meaning? Persuasive 
and sympathetic, filled  with 
humanity and warmth, Living a Life 
That Matters is a deeply rewarding 
book.” 
 
Having a Mary Spirit 
Joanna Weaver 
Allowing God to change us 
from the inside out 

Sue and Karen’s 
Recommended  
Movies 
 
God’s Not Dead 
Inside Out 
Heaven’s for Real 

Seams Unlikely  
Nancy Zieman with Marjorie L. Russell 
This is the biography of Nancy 
Zieman who has been the driving 
force and teacher on Sewing with 
Nancy on Wisconsin Public 
Television, as well as the driving 
force behind Nancy’s Notions in 
Beaver Dam Wisconsin.  
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Elon Musk: How 
the Billionaire 
CEO of SpaceX 
and Tesla is 
Shaping Our 
Future  
Ashlee Vance 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s a fascinating read…the guy is 

amazing…and it is so relevant…we 

hear his name in the news all the time 

but it is nice to know what is behind 

it. 

LYNDA COLLINS 
recommends 

Ethan Frome  
Edith Wharton 
Ethan Frome works his 
unproductive farm and 
struggles to maintain a 
bearable existence with his 
difficult, suspicious, and 
hypochondriac wife, Zeena.  

 
A Spool of Blue 
Thread  
Anne Tyler 
A Spool of Blue Thread is 
about the Whitshank family 

of Baltimore. The novel covers several 
generations and different family 
perspectives, but the heart of the 
book was with the mother, Abby	

Whitshank 

Without You, There 
is No Us Suki Kim  
A haunting memoir of 
teaching English to the 

sons of North Korea's ruling class 
during the last six months of Kim 
Jong-il's reign 
 
The Witches, Salem1682  
Stacy Schiff  
As psychologically 
thrilling as it is 
historically seminal, 
THE WITCHES is 
Stacy Schiff's 
account of this 
fantastical story-the 
first great American mystery unveiled 
fully for the first time by one of our 
most acclaimed historians.	(disturbing 
and powerful) 
 

 

 

Elrene Lund 

recommends 
My 2 favorite books in the last 

year are  

�Life After Life 
�A God in Ruins 
Kate Atkinson.   
They are "companion" stories 
more than sequel about the same 
family during WWII in 

England.  Also like her 
"Started Early, Took my 
Dog" and other mysteries 
by Kate.   
 

Good Things I 
Wish for You 
Manette Ansay  
 
About Clara and 
Robert Schumann 
and their 
relationships with J. Brahms. 
Then I got to see the opera by 
Fresco Opera Co. last week 
about these same 
people.  Interesting.   
 

Reading Orphan Train by 

Christina Baker Kline right 

now, it will be good I think.   

  

 
 

Deb McGill  
recommends 

Did You Ever Have a 
Family 
Bill Clegg  
On the eve of her daughter’s wedding, June 
Reid’s life is completely devastated when a 
shocking disaster takes the lives of her daughter, 
her daughter’s fiancé, her ex-husband, and her 
boyfriend, Luke—her entire family, all gone in a 
moment. And June is the only survivor.		
(most powerful book I have year this year –
haunting) 
 

One more 

from Lynda 

South African born Elon Musk 
is the renowned entrepreneur 
and innovator behind PayPal, 
Spacex, Tesla, and SolarCity.  
Musk wants to save our planet, 
he wants to send citizens into 
space, to form a colony on 
Mars, he wants to make money 
while doing these things and he 
wants us all to know about it.  
He is the real-life inspiration 
fro the Iron Man series of films 
starring Robert Downey 
Junior. 
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JAN GIETZEL RECOMMENDS 
Hold Still:  A Memoir with Photographs 

Sally Mann 
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST 
ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR 
The New York Times, Washington Post, The San Francisco Chronicle, 
Vogue, NPR, Publishers Weekly, BookPage 
A revealing and beautifully written memoir and family history from 
acclaimed photographer Sally Mann. 
In this groundbreaking book, a unique interplay of narrative and 
image, Mann's preoccupation with family, race, mortality, and the 

storied landscape of the American South are revealed as almost genetically 
predetermined the family history that precedes her. 
Sorting through boxes of family papers and yellowed photographs she finds more 
than she bargained for: "deceit and scandal, alcohol, domestic abuse, car 
crashes, bogeymen, clandestine affairs, dearly loved and disputed family land . . . 
racial complications, vast sums of money made and lost, the return of the prodigal 
son, and maybe even bloody murder." 
In lyrical prose and startlingly revealing photographs, she crafts a totally original 
form of personal history that has the page-turning drama of a great novel but is 
firmly rooted in the fertile soil of her own life. 
A Note from Jan: I bought this book after attending a UW Distinguished Series 
Lecture by the author this April and became obsessed with learning more about her 
and her photography.  This is one of the most intellectually stimulating but readable 
books that I have ever read.  Although her work is sometimes controversial, her 
perspective is fascinating. 

“A touching and very 
funny account. . . . 
Thoroughly 
engaging.”—New York Times 
Hilarious and heartfelt, Truck: A 
Love Story is the tale of a man 
struggling to grow his own 
garden, fix his old pickup, and 
resurrect a love life 
permanently impaired by Neil 
Diamond. In the process, he 
sets his hair on fire, is attacked 
by wild turkeys, and proposes 
marriage to a woman in New 
Orleans . The result is a 
surprisingly tender testament 
to love. 
A Note from Jan: 
I love anything that Michael 
Perry writes.  He is fun, heart-
felt and full of reverence for 
everyday life.  When I need 
cheering up, this is who I go 
to.  He is a wonderful storyteller! 
 

MIKE WOOFTER 
RECOMMENDS 
The Once and Future King 
T. H. White 

It is the magical epic of 
King Arthur and his 
shining Camelot; of 
Merlin and Owl and 
Guinevere; of beasts 
who talk and men who 

fly, of wizardry and war. It is the 
book of all things lost and 
wonderful and sad. It is the fantasy 
masterpiece by which all others 
are judged. 
Ficciones 
Jorge Luis 
Borges 
While only a slim volume 
of about 100 pages, 
Jorge Luis Borges' FICCIONES is 
one of the 20th century's most 
original and influential works. A set 
of two collections of short stories, 
''The Garden of Forking Paths" 
and ''Artifices", FICCIONES was 
the world's first exposure to the 
Argentinian writer and Borges' all-
around best work. 

 

Truck 
Michael Perry 

Rachel Woofter Recommends 
The Graveyard Book  
Neil Gaiman 
A fantasy novel based off the Jungle Book--a boy is raised by the 
ghosts in a graveyard. It began as a collection of short stories, but 
Gaiman wove them together to create a novel. The story has 
many new and interesting ideas, referencing mythologies and 
fantasy creatures. A different, interesting read! 

Yes, Please  
Amy Poehler 
I listened to this on audiobook, and it was very entertaining. A 
combination of autobiography and humor writing, Poehler relays her 
experiences as a comedian, mother, and SNL writer. As a fan of the 
TV show Parks and Recreation, I really enjoyed her commentary on 
the show and actors. A very fun book! 
 

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle 
Avi 
This is a historical fiction, young adult novel published in the early 
90s, but I read it for the first time this summer. Charlotte Doyle is a 
young teenage girl travelling alone, by ship from England to the 
United States. On the trip, she is accused of murder, put on trial, 
and found guilty. It is engaging and entertaining (though obviously written for a 
young audience), and raises very interesting questions of gender roles, race, 
family, and home. Even as an adult, it has given me much to think about. 
 



 

 

Kris Brown Recommends 

Invention of Wings 
Sue Monk Kidd 
Historical fiction about the abolitionist 
Quaker Grimke sisters in Charleston 
SC in early 1800s. 
 

Me Before You 
JoJo Moyes 
A very successful young man 
becomes a quadriplegic and a young 
woman is hired to be his caretaker.  
He has decided to choose assisted 
suicide rather than live as he is. She 

wants to find a reason for him to live. 
 
Underground Girls of Kabul 
Jenny Nordberg 
Nonfiction account of girls who are 
raised a boys in Afghanistan.   
 
Some Luck 
Jane Smiley 

On their farm in Denby, Iowa, Rosanna 
and Walter Langdon abide by time-
honored values that they pass on to their 
five wildly different children. 
Each chapter in Some Luck covers a 
single year, beginning in 1920, as 

American soldiers like Walter return home from 
World War I, and going up through the early 1950s, 
with the country on the cusp of enormous social 
and economic change. 
 
Close Your Eyes, Hold Hands 
Chris Bohjalian 
Close Your Eyes, Hold Hands is the 
story of Emily Shepard, a homeless 
teen living in an igloo made of ice and 
trash bags filled with frozen leaves. 
Half a year earlier, a nuclear plant in 
Vermont's Northeast Kingdom had experienced a 
cataclysmic meltdown, and both of Emily's parents 
were killed. When Emily befriends a young 
homeless boy named Cameron, she protects him 
with a ferocity she didn't know she had. But she 
still can't outrun her past, can't escape her grief, 
can't hide forever—and so she comes up with the 
only plan that she can.  
 
 

Gospel 
Wilton Barnhardt 
An intellectual detective story with the 
grand entertainment of a nineteenth-
century novel, Gospel concerns the 
search for a lost first-century gospel of the 
Bible, a document that could shake the foundations of 
Christianity. Theological student Lucy Dantan and 
disillusioned ex-Jesuit Patrick O'Hanrahan pursue clues to 
the gospel's whereabouts across three continents through 
dozens of colorful locales. This book is a literary delight in 
the vein of Possession and The Name of the Rose. 
 
Narrow Road to the Deep North 

Richard Flanagan 
The Narrow Road is based on an actual event: 
the building of the Thai-Burma death railway in 
1943 by POWs commanded to the Japanese. 
The title comes from famed haiku poet Matsuo 
Basho's most famous work and sets up a truism 

of the human condition: even those who can admire the 
concise and exquisite portrayal of life can become the 
agents of death. 
 
The President’s Hat 
Antoine Laurain 
A wonderful little book about Mitterand’s hat 
which gets left behind and how it impacts those 

who find it.  Very entertaining. 
 
The Piano Tuner 
Daniel Mason 
A British piano tuner is called to remote 
Burma to repair a piano for an army surgeon.  

 
 
The Children Act 
Ian Mcewan 
The personal and professional life of a British 
High Court judge.  

 
Our Souls at Night 
Kent Haruf 
A spare yet eloquent, bittersweet yet 
inspiring story of a man and a woman 
who, in advanced age, come together to 
wrestle with the events of their lives and 
their hopes for the imminent future. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

  

Cherry Harvest 
Lucy Sanna 
A memorable coming-of-age story 
and love story, laced with suspense, 
which explores a hidden side of the 
home front during World War II, when 
German POWs were put to work in a 
Wisconsin farm community (Door 
County) with dark and unexpected 
consequences. 

 
In the Sunburned Country 
Bill Bryson 
Bryson’s trip to Australia is interesting, 
educational, and very funny. 
 

Inside the O’Briens 
Lisa Genova 
Joe O'Brien is a Boston cop and has 
been for 24 years. He is married to 
Rosie and they have four grown 
children. For seven years Joe has had 
neurological symptoms that he tries to 
brush off until finally Rosie gets him in 
to see a neurologist and he finds out 
he has Huntington's disease. But terribly, 
Huntington's is inheritable and each of his children 
have a 50/50 chance of having the disease too. 
The author is also a neuroscientist. 

 
 
The Kitchens of the Great 
Midwest 
J. Ryan Stradel 
Stradal's novel chronicles the young life 
of Eva Thorvald, beginning with her birth 

to a woman who would rather become an expert 
sommelier than a mom and who leaves with no 
forwarding address. Her father dies shortly after of a 
heart attack. The narrative then moves on to three 
key moments in Eva's life: in her preteens, her teens, 
and her 20s. 
We Are Not Ourselves 
Matthew Thomas 
Born in 1941, Eileen Tumulty is 
raised by her Irish immigrant 
parents in Woodside, Queens, in 
an apartment where the mood 
swings between heartbreak and 
hilarity, depending on how much 
alcohol has been consumed. 
From an early age, Eileen wished 
that she lived somewhere else. She sets her sights 
on upper class Bronxville, New York, and an 
American Dream is born. 

The Life We Bury 
Allan Eskens 
College student Joe Talbert has the modest 
goal of completing a writing assignment for 
an English class. His task is to interview a 
stranger and write a brief biography of the person. 
With deadlines looming, Joe heads to a nearby 
nursing home to find a willing subject. There he meets 
Carl Iverson, and soon nothing in Joe's life is ever the 
same. 
Carl is a dying Vietnam veteran--and a convicted 
murderer. With only a few months to live, he has been 
medically paroled to a nursing home, after spending 
thirty years in prison for the crimes of rape and 
murder. 
 
The Light in the Ruins 
Chris Bohjalian 
This story is told in alternating chapters. 
Some chapters are based in 1943 and 
others are in 1955. All is set in Italy. 
Interspersed are short chapters related to 
the individual who is killing the remaining 
Rosati family 
 

Murder of Roger Ackroyd 
Agatha Christie (1927) 
Village rumor hints that Mrs. Ferrars 
poisoned her husband, but no one is 
sure. Then there's another victim in a 
chain of death. Unfortunately for the 
killer, master sleuth Hercule Poirot 
takes over the investigation. 

This novel is considered the best and most successful 
of the early mysteries. 
 
Let Him Go 
Larry Watson 
A retired sheriff and his wife go after their 
young grandson in a riveting tale of 
familial love and its unexpected 
consequences. Let Him Go, returns to big 
sky country in mid-century America but, 
with the pervasive menace of a small town family gone 
wrong and a shocking and deadly ending 

 
My Name is Lucy Barton 
Elizabeth Strout 
This short novel how a simple 
hospital visit becomes a portal to the 
most tender relationship of all—the 
one between mother and daughter. 
 


