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Pastor Peter
Pastrix
by Nadia Bolz Webber
It's the only church book that I'll offer this year and I do so with a warning while the theology that it proclaims is very Lutheran
in it's orientation, it does so messily with some irreverence and with very salty language.
Of Men and Mountains
by William O. Douglas
I offer it for fairly sentimental reasons -- It's written by the former Justice of the US Supreme court who was from Yakima, Wa
and had a cabin very near my family cabin about an hour outside of Yakima. His descriptions of the area are really quite
stunning, and bring me right back to the banks of the Bumping River.
Finally,
I was talking with a friend this last week about a couple of books that I am very fond of and have since pulled back off my
shelf again. They are: My Name is Asher Lev and The Gift of Asher Lev. Amazing novels by Chaim Potok that explore the
intersections of vocation, faith, art and family.

I am Malala - See page 6 (Lowell’s review)

Tamsin Ford

Return to Love
Marianne Williamson
Williamson reveals how we each can become a miracle worker by accepting God and by the
expression of love in our daily lives. Whether psychic pain is in the area of relationships,
career, or health, she shows us how love is a potent force, the key to inner peace, and how
by practicing love we can make our own lives more fulfilling while creating a more peaceful
and loving world for our children.

What They Said This is a book recently published by A Fund for Women - the non-profit Jan Gietzel ran until
her recent retirement. It includes stories of the lives of many women who have learned
powerful lessons as they aged. If you are interested, please talk to Jan.
!
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Amanda’s Reads
Note from Kris: I’ve noticed on Facebook that
Amanda is reading great books so I asked her
to tell us what she was reading. Thanks
Amanda- Read On!

Finding Jack by Gareth Crocker
Finding Jack is an extremely moving debut novel by
Gareth Crocker of a lost and lonely man who joins the
war in Vietnam on his own personal suicide mission.
But after stumbling upon a critically injured dog, he
unexpectedly finds a reason to live. He finds Jack.

The Stone Cutter by Camilla Lackberg
The town of Fjallbacka in Sweden, where everyone
knows each other, or has a sense of the person. It is a
resort town, but crime is usually left to break ins and
that sort, but on this day, Patrik Hedstrom, Detective in
the Fjallbacka Police Department, is called to a
drowning of a young girl. This drowning is later found
to be a murder.

From The Kitchen Of Half Truth
by Maria Goodin
Meg May, a genetics student, has always taken
extreme comfort in the world of science. Facts are
facts, laws are laws, and imagination has no place in
the laboratory. Meg wasn’t always so levelheaded.
Growing up with a mother who invented stories about
everything from garden fairies to Meg’s own
upbringing, Meg has only been able to piece together
a few details about her father and where she grew up,
but hardly anything else. When her mother becomes
very sick, it’s up to Meg to figure out how much of her
history she’s willing to uncover and how many of her
mother’s fantastic stories may have held a shred of
truth.

Learning To Stay by Erin Celello
Elise Sabato is proud of her husband, Brad, for serving
his country...and grateful when he returns home to her.
But the traumatic brain injury he suffered in Iraq has
turned him from a thoughtful, brilliant, and patient man
into someone quite different....someone who requires
more care and attention than Elise can give

The Gone Series by Michael Grant
(Gone, Hunger, Lies, Plague, Fear, and
Light)
"One minute the teacher was talking about the Civil
War. And the next minute he was gone." Just vanished
—along with everyone else over the age of 13 in a 20mile radius around Perdido Beach, CA. The children
left behind find themselves battling hunger, fear, and
one another in a novel strongly reminiscent of William
Golding's Lord of the Flies.
tattoos and brandishing bizarre weapons. Then the
body disappears into thin air.
Also...
! by J.R.R. Tolkien
The Hobbit

The Book Thief by Markus Zusack
Room by Emma Donoghue

The Mortal Instruments City of Bones
by Cassandra Claire
When fifteen-year-old Clary Fray heads out to the
Pandemonium Club in New York City, she hardly
expects to witness a murder—much less a murder
committed by three teenagers covered with strange
tattoos and brandishing bizarre weapons. Then the
body disappears into thin air.

Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay
Paris, July 1942: Sarah, a ten year-old girl, is brutally
arrested with her family by the French police in the
Vel’ d’Hiv’ roundup, but not before she locks her
younger brother in a cupboard in the family's
apartment, thinking that she will be back within a few
hours.

Graceling by Kristin Cashore
Kristin Cashore’s best-selling, award-winning fantasy
Graceling tells the story of the vulnerable yet strong
Katsa, a smart, beautiful teenager who lives in a world
where selected people are given a Grace, a special
talent that can be anything from dancing to swimming.
Katsa’s is killing.

Fire by Kristin Cashore
Bitterblue by Kristin Cashore
The Forgotten Garden by Kate Morton
A tiny girl is abandoned on a ship headed for Australia
in 1913. She arrives completely alone with nothing but
a small suitcase containing a few clothes and a single
book—a beautiful volume of fairy tales. She is taken in
by the dock master and his wife and raised as their
own. On her twenty-fi rst birthday, they tell her the
truth, and with her sense of self shattered and 2very
little to go on, "Nell" sets out to trace her real identity.

Ann-Britt’s picks
Half the Sky by Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDuss
This couple traveled in third world countries studying the fate ofgirls
and women. Sometimes the problems were caused by men but
almost as often it was caused by Mothers. It was a difficult book to
read butat the end they jot only had a lust of things we could do but
also a lust of organizations to support.

And the Mountains Echoed by Khaled Husseini
In this book Khaled portrays people in Afghanistan, their
poverty,their relationship with family and what difficult decisions
they face.In this story you get to follow siblings as they live out their
lives in close but separate circumstances.

Torn by Justin Lee
In this book the young man struggles with the difficulties of being a
Christian and being gay. He tries many way to become straight but
finally realizes that he can be a Fay Christian. Very well written and
Biblically documented.

The Language of Flowers by Veronica Diffenbaugh
Well written book where a young woman's passion for flowers and
what each means helps her solve problems for others and
finallyfor herself.

Left Neglected by Lisa Genova
This is the second book by Lisa Genova who also wrote Still Alice.
In this book her main character is a highly efficient and wheel
employed wife and Mother who looks away for a second as she is
driving while on the phone. The book then goes on to describe the
long and difficult
task of dealing with the brain injury she has sustained. Genova is a
neuroscientist so she is well baled to describe this whole process.is

when so many were part of the genocide in a Turkey and Syria.
A Tale for the Time Being by Ruth Ozeki
I must like books that take you back and forth from not only one
place to another but from one era to another. So here we are in the
State of Washington, California, New York and Japan. I struggled a
bit with this book before it drew me in. The whole concept of time
being is a fascinating concept. So here I sit in my living room
writing this quickly and when I am done,where is that time. I look at
pictures of myself as a child or of my children and wonder what
happened to those
children.

The Light Between Oceans by M.L. Stedman

The Sandcastle Girls by Chris Bohjalian.
In this book Chris Bohjalian goes back and forth between
Boston today and Armenia in 1915 when so many were
part of the genocide in a Turkey and Syria. Years later,
their American granddaughter, Laura, embarks on a
journey back through her family’s history, uncovering a
story of love, loss—and a wrenching secret that has
been buried! for generations

It was a very well written book set in Australia. A couple living at a
light house discovers a boat with a dead man and a living baby.
Just like in real life, decisions you make determine your life from
thenon. I thought that they made the wrong decision but in my book
group,many felt that they would have done the same thing

The Light in the Ruins by Chris Bohjalian
This book which is set in Tuscany goes back and forth between the
war in the 1940's and 1955. It is an historical novel of revenge, love
and despair.
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Debby from England

Ivan Doig

Thanks to Lowell’s earlier review and my friend Louise
who gave me Ivan Doig’s “Whistling Season” I started
the wonderful experience of reading most of Ivan Doig’s
books this year. Read in order for the full eﬀect. He has
a wonderful use of language and place. Magical writer.
“Take this Bread” by Sara Miles is a most
unusual true story of a woman’s
journey to faith. Blows some
stereotypes away.
“The Power of One” by Bryce
Courtenay is the story of a young
boy that grows to adulthood in
South Africa. Great storytelling and
look at a country struggling with
apartheid.
“Empire of the Summer Moon” by S.S. Gwynne tells
the saga of the end of the Comanche in the US and how
the capture of one white woman led to an Indian leader.
“The Burgess Boys” by Elizabeth Strout is a great
next book for Strout. I love books about family and
giving each other grace with our human foibles. This
book does it in spades (whatever that means).
“Guns, Germs and Steel” by Jared Diamond might be
my favorite book of the year. Most of you probably read
this earlier but I have quoted from this history of the
path of civilizations so much I should have royalties.
“The President’s Hat” by Antoine Laurain (translated
from French) is about the amazing journey of the hat of
François Mitterrand and what it does to the people who
find it. Absolutely delightful book.
“Code Name Verity” by Elizabeth Wein was the most
moving book of the year for me. It tells of friendship,
heroism and the length to which a friend will go all set
during WWII.
Continued to read the mystery series’ by Peter
Robinson, Craig Johnson and Donna Leon.
Robinson is modern and set in Yorkshire, England.
Craig Johnson is a local sheriﬀ set in the US West and
Donna Leon is set in Venice.
Enjoy!

favorite book
most moving
!
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Susan says
Daring Greatly
by Brene Brown
This is a book written by a social worker/researcher based on years of study looking at human
connection and the wisdom she discovered along the way about vulnerability. She is a funny
writer and public speaker that makes this sensitive area of being human delightful. It is a book that
inspires one to be more courageous and less afraid of failure, more open to vulnerability and less
inclined to stay in the safety zone of non-engagement.

Lowell loves...
Fall of Giants: Book One of the Century Trilogy
by Ken Follett
"From the dirt and danger of a coal mine to the glittering chandeliers of a palace, from the corridors of
power to the bedrooms of the mighty, Fall of Giants takes us into the inextricably entangled fates of five
families—and into a century that we thought we knew, but that now will never seem the same again." You
get an inside look at how laboring family, Royalty, political, criminal, nationalistic all come together at this
time of Bolshevik Revolution. Fascinating, enlightening. This magnificent new historical epic begins, as five
interrelated families move through the momentous dramas of the First World War, the Russian Revolution,
and the struggle for women’s suffrage.A thirteen-year-old Welsh boy enters a man’s world in the mining
pits.…An American law student rejected in love finds a surprising new career in Woodrow Wilson’s White
House.… A housekeeper for the aristocratic Fitzherberts takes a fateful step above her station, while Lady
Maud Fitzherbert herself crosses deep into forbidden territory when she falls in love with a German spy.…
And two orphaned Russian brothers embark on radically different paths when their plan to emigrate to
America falls afoul of war, conscription, and revolution.
A couple salient observations:"Russian ruling class were slow to deal with their people's discontent."Our
factories make too much on war orders to turn from war.
"If you owe a hundred dollars, the bank has you in its power, but if you owe a milliion dollars you have the
bank in your power."

One Church, Many Tribes :Following Jesus the Way God Made You
by Richard Twiss
Since Columbus landed in the West Indies in 1492, Native American tribes have endured
more than five centuries of abuse, hypocrisy, indifference and bloodshed at the hands of the
"Christian" white man. Despite this painful history, a number of Native Americans have
found "The Jesus Way" and are proving to be a powerful voice for the Lord around the
world. A "full-blooded Lakota/Sioux whose bitterness toward whites was washed away by the
blood of Christ", Richard Twiss shows that Native American Christians have much to offer the
Church and can become a major force for reaching the lost. Full of wisdom, humor and
passion, this book examines how the white Church can begin to break down the walls of
anger, distrust and bitterness and move toward reconciliation and revival in our land. There
are also some clues toward assimilation without destroying basic beliefs that should enlighten
us.
Mutant Message Down Under
by Marlo Morgan
This is the fictional account of an American woman's spiritual odyssey through outback
Australia. Marlo Morgan's powerful tale of challenge and endurance has a message for us all.
Summoned by a remote tribe of nomadic Aborigines to what she thought to be a consulting
appointment she accompanies them on walkabout. They take a four-month-long journey and
she learns how they thrive in natural harmony with the plants and animals that exist in the
rugged lands of Australia's bush. She faces constant physical requirement and tests of her
endurance, challenges that ultimately contribute to her personal transformation.
The tribes makes a distinction between "Real People" and US, with some interesting observations. They
know of modern "advances and conveniences" only from their members who leave and return to tell them.
They think of us as "Mutants" who thrive on GRAVY and FROSTING": gravy is truth buried by convenience,
materialism, insecurity and fear. Frosting is almost all seconds of existence in superficial, artificial,
temporary, pleasant-tasting, nice appeariing projects, and little on BEINGNESS.
"Mutants (US)need to include the sentence (in our life and decision making) 'If it is in the highest good for
!
all of life everywhere'."
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Lowell continued
I Am Malala:The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban
by Malala Yousafzai and Christina Lamb
This is the familiar, and current story, of the Pakistani who,while riding hom from school with her class-mates
was shot in the face, and survived, by Taliban who don't believe her her and here father's efforts at educating
women.
Her "miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a
remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New
York. At sixteen, she has become a global symbol of peaceful protest and the
youngest nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize."
Malala points to influence, think $$$, that poured into her valley from Russia,
US, other Western countries and from all over the Arab world, particularly
Saudi Arabia, as well as voluntary fighters, including Osama ben Laden. One
can imagine the damaging influence.
She observes that many join "Taliban" to achieve power and status, some to
oppose American invasion of Afghanistan and 'the removal of Taliban from
power there" (p79) She states "the image of America in Pakistan had become
one of drones, secret raids on our territory and Raymond Davis." (soldier,
contractor who killed two Pakistani citizens) p 216
"I AM MALALA is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism,
of the fight for girls' education, of a father who, himself a school owner,
championed and encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, and of
brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes sons."
There is such a dedication and determination to their cause of justice and equality as is rare that could be world
changing.

The Case for A Creator
A Journalist Investigates Scientific Evidence that Points Toward God
by Lee Strobel
"White-Coated Scientists Versus Black-Robed Preachers", the title of his first
chapter, tell us something of the conflict Strobel intends to develop, as do the next
three chapters "Evolution", "Darwinism", and "Where Science Meets Faith". He
then proceeds to interview experts in Science fields to provide "Evidence" from
Cosmology, Physics, Astronomy, Biochemistry, Biology and Mind Study.
The first chapters began to make sense to me, and form a path for assimilating
conflicts. Maybe too neat? As a non-scientists I decided to find out about these
specialists, in that most authoritative of all Scientific resources, Wikipedia. What I
found was that some of the resources Strobel uses didn't have such impressive
credentials. I fully understand that scholars in any field of study are reluctant to
accept ideas that are contrary to their findings but apparently some of the people
Strobel quoted complain that he misunderstood what they said, misrepresented
their findings and/or actually lied about what they had told him.
That brought me back to a couple of my own personal experiences and observations. Prof. Donald Frisk, longtime professor of Theology at North Park Seminary, after a lengthy and erudite discussion about creation and
evolution, reminded us that neither conclusion is without its difficulty, and some unanswered questions.
Secondly, after thinking about the issue, and doing some reading, I concluded that the God one can "prove" by
Science is not the same God we find in Jesus and whom we worship. There are many learned Scientists, and
William Grosvuer Pollard, former head of Oak Ridge Atomic Laboratories, is one from whom I learned a new
perspective, strongly hold to a belief in God. Pollard came to this position from his Scientific research and
education. It is beyond the "creation/evolution" conflict.We have to be careful not to impose our limitations on
God's power. Either/or is our limitation. Time is our limitation. Words are a limitation. Our experience is
limited, some more than others. Our understanding is restricted. Earth bound is our limitation.
With these caveats I would encourage reading this book, as a way to learn some truths about evidences for this
God we worship....then go to the Bible. Read Genesis. Read the history. Read the Prophets. The Psalms.
Matthew,
! Mark, Luke, John. Read the "Sermon on the Mount". Read Revelations.
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Joyce read and shared
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society

by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows
The book is an epistolary novel, whose main character is a female newspaper
columnist. She receives a letter from a Channel Island man who has acquired a
book(Essays of Elia) which contains her name and (previous) London address on the
flyleaf. He writes to her, asking for help in finding a biography of English essayist
Charles Lamb, and mentions that he is a member of the Island&#039;s only book
club. Intrigued both by the man&#039;s love of Mr. Lamb, and by the intriguing name
of the book club, she enters into a correspondence with the man, which leads to an ever-growing web of letters,
then a visit to the island, which ends in a permanent residence there.As Juliet and her new correspondent
exchange letters, Juliet is drawn into the world of this man and his friends—and what a wonderfully eccentric
world it is. The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society—born as a spur-of-the-moment alibi when its
members were discovered breaking curfew by the Germans occupying their island—boasts a charming, funny,
deeply human cast of characters, from pig farmers to phrenologists, literature lovers all. Juliet begins a
remarkable correspondence with the society’s members, learning about their island, their taste in books, and
the impact which the recent German occupation has had on their lives. Captivated by their stories, she sets sail
for Guernsey, and what she finds will change her forever.Because I like reading Epistolary Novels, Historic
Letters, Biographies, and early American women personal Journals

Deb’s Detroit Read
Middlesex
by Jeﬀrey Eugenides
This is an especially interesting book if you are from the Detroit area or interested in
its history. The book is about 3 generations of a Greek-American family who travel
from a tiny village overlooking Mount Olympus in Aia Minor to Prohibition-era Detroit,
witnessing its glory days as the Motor City, and the race riots of 1967. It is told
through the eyes of a young girl named Callie who eventually turns into Cal, and the
history behind her secret and astonishing genetic history. I enjoyed the book and its
message very much.

Mark’s Best
In the Heart of the Sea: The Tragedy of the Whaleship Essex
by Nathaniel Philbrick,
For those that have read my previous book reviews, you won’t be surprised by
another book on history and adventure. This New York Times Bestseller and National
Book Award Winner keeps up my reading tradition in admirable fashion.
In the Heart of the Sea is an updated historical treatment (based on the existing
historical records and a recently discovered first person account) of what happened to
the whale ship that was rammed and sunk by a whale….the great whale that is the
basis of the novel Moby Dick. Least you fear I’ve given away the story by telling you the ship is sunk,
don’t fear. The story has just begun.
The setting of the events described in this book is Nantucket of the 1820’s which was one of the richest
cities in the world at that time. Nantucket was an oil city, I suppose the Houston of its day. The oil was
Whale oil. The dominant faith was Quakerism. The crew that departed from Nantucket	
  for	
  the	
  Paciﬁc	
  

was	
  an	
  integrated	
  crew	
  with	
  African-‐Americans	
  and	
  European-‐Americans.	
  I’ll	
  leave	
  it	
  to	
  you	
  to	
  ﬁnd	
  
out	
  how	
  that	
  crew	
  managed	
  to	
  get	
  their	
  ship	
  rammed	
  by	
  a	
  whale	
  and	
  what	
  happens	
  next.	
  	
  Hang	
  on.	
  
!
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Kris’ favorites
Beautiful Ruins
Jess Walters
The story of an almost-love affair that begins on the Italian coast in 1962...and
is rekindled in Hollywood fifty years later. Walter’s funniest, most romantic, and
most purely enjoyable novel yet
Orphan Train
Christina Baker Kline
A powerful novel of upheaval and resilience, of unexpected friendship, and of the
secrets we carry that keep us from finding out who we are.

Dear Life
(Alice Munro)
Fans of Alice Munro will be very happy with her new collection of short stories.
A series of simple tales of everyday life with no great drama foretold, but which
still draw you into their captivating storyline. Although each story seems to be
plausible, the endings are left open for each person to ascribe as they see fit.
Lower River
by Paul Theroux
When he was a young man, Ellis Hock spent four of the best years of his life with
the Peace Corps in Malawi. So when his wife of forty-two years leaves him, he
decides to return to the village where he was stationed in search of the
happiness he’d been missing since he left. But what he finds is not what he
expected. (As a young man in the 1960's, the writer Paul Theroux
joined the Peace Corps and taught school in a village in Malawi, then a British
colony.)
The Goldfinch
by Donna Tartt
Theo Decker, a 13-year-old New Yorker, miraculously survives an accident that
kills his mother. Abandoned by his father, Theo is taken in by the family of a
wealthy friend. Bewildered by his strange new home on Park Avenue, disturbed
by schoolmates who don't know how to talk to him, and tormented above all by his longing for
his mother, he clings to the one thing that reminds him of her: a small, mysteriously captivating
painting that ultimately draws Theo into the underworld of art. (784 pgs)
When the Killing is Done
by T.C. Boyle
Alma Boyd Takesue is a National Park Service biologist spearheading the
efforts to save the islands' native creatures from invasive species. Her
antagonist, Dave LaJoy, is a local businessman who is fiercely opposed to the
killing of any animals whatsoever and will go to any lengths to subvert her
plans
!
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Kris’ Favorites continued
The Last Symbol
by Dan Brown
Famed Harvard symbologist Robert Langdon answers an unexpected summons to appear at the U.S.
Capitol Building. His planned lecture is interrupted when a disturbing object—artfully encoded with five
symbols—is discovered in the building. Langdon recognizes in the find an ancient invitation into a lost
world of esoteric, potentially dangerous wisdom.

Broken Harbor
by Tana French
Detective Mick "Scorcher" Kennedy and his partner are sent to the abandoned, half-constructed housing
development Broken Harbor to investigate the brutal murder of the Spain family. What Scorcher thinks is
an open and shut case is quickly complicated when Jenny Spain is found barely alive, and the family’s
circumstances are brought to light: hidden baby monitors, a strained mortgage brought on by the housing
crisis, and the increasingly erratic signs of a family in crisis.

The Zookeeper’s Wife
by Diane Ackerman
After their zoo was bombed, Polish zookeepers Jan and Antonina Zabinski managed to save over three
hundred people from the Nazis by hiding refugees in the empty animal cages.

The Housekeeper and the Professor
by Yoko Ogawa
The story revolves around a young housekeeper and her ten-year-old son, who have an esoteric link to a
retired university professor through "amicable numbers." The Professor was seriously injured in a car
accident and his short-term memory only lasts for 80 minutes.

The Storyteller
by Jodi Picoult
Picoult examines the impact of the holocaust in present day society, as survivors left to tell their stories
are now scarce and their relevance is lost on some photos and memories of a once-in-a-lifetime shared
dream,

!
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More from Kris
The Boys in the Boat
by Daniel James Brown
In 1936, the University of Washington’s eight-oar crew team raced its way to the
Berlin Olympics for an opportunity to challenge the greatest in the world. Drawing
on the boys’ own diaries and journals, their photos and memories of a once-in-alifetime shared dream, The Boys in the Boat is an irresistible story about beating
the odds and finding hope in the most desperate of times—the improbable, intimate
story of nine working-class boys from the American west who, in the depths of the
Great Depression, showed the world what true grit really meant.

Unlikely Disciple: A Sinner’s Semester at America’s holiest University
by Kevin Roose
Kevin, on his own (crazy) initiative, took a semester off from college at (liberal) Brown University to
experience an extremely different lifestyle than he had ever known-right at
the heart of fundamentalism- Jerry Falwell flagship megachurch, Thomas
Road Baptist, and its accompanying university. Instead of viewing
evangelical Christianity from the outside the glass, Kevin decided to jump
into the fish bowl himself. He actually found that swimming with the fishes
didn’t kill him. He even discovered, with the discipline the Christians called
prayer, that he could breathe. And learn he did- pouring himself into his
classes, clubs, dorm life, church attendance, and real, meaningful
relationships with both staff and peers. He even faced his own concepts
about God, Jesus, scripture and sin, realizing that he was on a personal
quest as well. He is honest with his own journey, and the book is worth
reading just with that in mind.

Yes, Chef: a Memoir
by Marcus Samuelsson
Every Saturday afternoon, a boy who loves to cook walks to his grandmother’s
house and helps her prepare a roast chicken for dinner. The grandmother is
Swedish, a retired domestic. The boy is Ethiopian and adopted, and he will grow up
to become the world-reknowned chef Marcus Samuelsson. This book is his love
letter to food and family in all its manifestations.

Trudy recommends
Pillars of the Earth
by Ken Follett
The Pillars of the Earth tells the story of the lives entwined in the building of
the greatest Gothic cathedral the world has ever known-and a struggle
between good and evil that will turn church against state, and brother against
brother.
!
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