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Ann-Britt
Driftless 

David Rhodes

David Rhodes wrote three books in his youth, 
broke his back in a motorcycle accident and 
thirty three years later wrote Driftless. This 
book is set in a fictional town of Wordbut 
many places and people are real. David lives 
in the Driftless area of Wisconsin which is the 
area not touched by the glacier. He decided to 
write a novel where you learn about the main 
character through others. The idea came to 
David when he was at the funeral of a friend 
of his. There were about 250 people there and 
David knew thirty but as he talked to people, 
he learned a lot about his friend. This 
reminded me of Phil where several hundred 
people came to the visitation but did not 
know each other. I have heard both my 
brother and Garrison wondering about how 
little they knew him so this book was very 
intriguing. About Phil, my thought was, you 
should have asked him. He would have told 
you but instead he was busy asking about 
their life. 

Snow 
Orhan Pamuk 
Set in Turkey and Germany with the author 
being the story teller. It is one of the most  
difficult books I have read but I am glad I 
persevered. Pamuk is a Nobel prize winner so 
I figured I should read it. The main character 
returns to a small town in Turkey
during a snow storm. There he tries to find out 
why so many young girls are committing 
suicide because they are not allowed to wear 
their head scarfs. He gets involved in a 
religious controversy, meets
his ex-wife, and several other complicating 
things. 

The End of Your Life Book Club 
Will Schwabe  
This is not a novel. It is a story of a mother 
and son as they face her cancer death together. 
Will is a publisher and every week he goes 
with his mother for her chemo treatments. 
Each time they discuss books they have read 
or read books together during her treatments. 
Their story is touching and the book 
discussions are so much fun as they discuss 
books I have read and have had discussions 
about. I wish my mother and I had formed our 
own book club. An experience missed.

I am the Messenger 
Markus Susak 
This is the author of Book Thief and once again 
it is written for children so the child in me loved it.
A young man is given a number of cards from a 
deck of cards and each is a message that he has to 
figure out and deliver in order to help
someone in need. After accomplishing this his final 
message is" I am not the messenger, I am the 
Message"

Until I Say Goodbye 
Susan Spencer-Wendel

Susan Spencer-Wendel was a busy mom, wife 
and courthouse reporter at The Palm Beach 
Post when she was diagnosed with 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (Lou Gehrig's 
disease). Instead of folding up and planning a 
funeral, she bucks up and plans trips, 
memories for her family and friends.

The Beginner’s Goodbye 
Anne Tyler
Anne Tyler gives us a wise, haunting, and 
deeply moving new novel in which she 
explores how a middle-aged man, ripped 
apart by the death of his wife, is gradually 
restored by her frequent appearances—in their 
house, on the roadway, in the market.

Flight Behavior
Barbara Kingsolver

Kingsolver's riveting story concerns a 
young wife and mother on a failing 
farm in rural Tennessee who 
experiences something she cannot 
explain, and how her discovery 
energizes various competing factions
—religious leaders, climate scientists, 
environmentalists, politicians—
trapping her in the center of the 
conflict and ultimately opening up 
her world. (Kris)

Once Upon a Town
Bob Greene  
North Platte, NB is a small town in the 
middle of the state, and a railroad hub.  It 
still has the largest railroad center in the 
world.  During World War II they became 
the place where all servicemen traveling 
across the country stopped, for ten minutes 
or more.  The people of that town decided 
to meet every troop train with a birthday 
cake ("someone must have a birthday"), 
sandwiches, drinks, and treats.  Sometimes 
there was dancing, talk, sharing ideas and 
fears, etc.   Every train, sometimes up to 10 
or 12 a day, all hours of the day or night, 
these people met the trains. One truck with 
480 candy bars, magazines, 10 crates of 
oranges, 80 cases of soft drinks, 400 loaves 
of bread, 300 pounds of meat, 3,000 hard-
boiled eggs, 75 sheet cakes.  This was 
during the time of rationing, gas, sugar, 
meat, and shortages of shoes, tires, etc.  One 
commented "we want to feel we are a part 
of this effort."  
(Lowell)

Where Men Win Glory:The Odyssey 
of Pat Tillman

Jon Krakauer

In this masterful work, bestselling 
adventure writer Jon Krakauer (Into 
the Wild) renders an intimate portrait 
of Tillman and brilliantly captures the 
sadness, madness and heroism of the 
post-9/11 world.

Like the men whose epic stories Jon 
Krakauer has told in his previous 
bestsellers, Pat Tillman was an 
irrepressible individualist and 
iconoclast. In May 2002, Tillman 
walked away from his $3.6 million 
NFL contract to enlist in the United 
States Army. He was deeply troubled 
by 9/11, and he felt a strong moral 
obligation to join the fight against al-
Qaeda and the Taliban. Two years 
later, he died on a desolate hillside in 
southeastern Afghanistan. (Kris)
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Debbie 
The Warmth of Other Suns 
 Isabel Wilkerson 
Story of black migration from three areas of 
the southern US to the north.  I love history so 
this was fascinating.

The Snow Child
Eowyn Ivey 
A magical book set in Alaska of a couple, their 
heartache, a fantasy and grace.  It is hard to 
know what is truth or fiction in this book.  My 
favorite of the year.

The Art of Hearing Heartbeats 
Jan-Philipp Sendker   
The story of a father who disappears and the 
daughter who tracks him down and finds out 
his whole history.  Lovely.

Wonder
R.J. Palacio 
A young adult book about taking risks, being 
accepted and overlooking the exterior for the 
people within.

Whistling Season
Ivan Doig 
He is a great wordsmith and I would read 
anything by him.  He also wrote "Dancing at 
the Rascal Fair" which I am just finishing.

Lots of Candles, Plenty of Cake
Anna Quindlen  
Memoir of the author as she turns 60 and 
looks back on getting married, having 
children, trying to be a full-time professional 
and mother and growing up with the 
pressures of women's liberation.  Wonderful, 
real, honest.  Best nonfiction of the year.

Cold Dish
Craig Johnson 
This is the first of the Walt Longmire series of 
mysteries set in Wyoming.  Wild characters 
and great stories.  Feel free to indulge.

Elrene
The Things They Carried 
Tim O'Brien. 
A classic work of American literature that has 
not stopped changing minds and lives since it 
burst onto the literary scene.  It is a 
groundbreaking meditation on war, memory, 
imagination, and the redemptive power of 
storytelling."

The Soldiers' Story; Vietnam in their own 
words.  
Complied by Ron Steinman
Steinman gathers the candid reminiscences of 
76 men who survived combat in Vietnam.  Not 
a military analysis or political study, this oral 
history vividly conveys the hardships, 
friendships, fears and personal triumphs of 
veterans, each of whom shares memories that 
have lingered to this day."

Proof of Heaven, A Neurosurgeon's Journey 
into the Afterlife; 
Even Alexander, MD.  
Near-death experiences, or NDEs, are 
controversial.  Thousands of people have had 
them, but many in the scientific community 
have argued that they are impossible.  Dr. 
Eben Alexander was one of those people...This 
story would be remarkable no matter who it 
happened to.  That it happened to Dr. 
Alexander makes it revolutionary.  No 
scientist or person of faith will be able to 
ignore it.  Reading it will change your life."

Cut from Plain Cloth; The 2011 Wisconsin 
Workers Protests. 
Dennis Weidemann
Personal stories and photos paint an intimate 
portrait of protesters as diverse as America 
itself. ...Share the passion, motivations,and 
humor of these everyday people-turned-
protesters who marched in the snow, stood in 
opposition to their government, and captured 
the attention of a nation.

Susan
The Wealth of Nature
John Michael Greer  

This author looks at the ramifications of 
confusing money with wealth.  He addresses 
how personal choice and public policy can 
shift our thinking to an economy centered on 
natural capital.  This shift would create a 
world that respects our environment, each 
other while recognizing our abundance as 
well as our limitations.

It is a serious topic that is written with 
enthusiasm and an interesting perspective.  I 
recommend this book for anyone interested in 
the future of our environment.

Lowell
Autobiography of Mark Twain  
Volume I
This I am now reading and might be 
done by next book review time. Mark 
Twain tells of his many attempts, in 
various ways, to write his 
autobiography. It is not a traditional 
"autobiography", which, he says 
""starts you at the cradle and drives 
you straight for the grave, with no 
side-excavations permitted on the 
way".  This plan is to recount some of 
his writings, in original form, with 
corrections, or suggested editing.  
This is a collection of his writings, his 
travels and speeches, You learn of 
how he came to be the publisher of 
Ulysses S. Grant's autobiography and 
read of his biography of Joan of Arc 
and Twain's working with his editor.  
There is a recounting of how some of 
his works were published before the 
100 year wait that Twain ordered.   
Like Twain this book is made up of 
stories, 700+ pages of them, in small 
print.  This is only volume I.  Stay 
tuned for more, next year.
(Lowell)
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 Erika
Game of Thrones series 
George Martin
I am currently working on the Game of 
Thrones series, By George Martin. :) There 
are six books, and they follow several 
families as they plot and fight for control 
of the kingdom. It's a bit of a slower read 
due to the number of characters, but has a 
great plot. 

A Game of Thrones grabs hold and won't 
let go. It's brilliant.' 'Colossal, staggering! 
Martin captures all the intoxicating 
complexity of the Wars of the Roses or 
Imperial Rome in his imaginary world! 
one of the greats of fantasy literature.'  

American Gods
Neil Gaiman

This summer I also 
enjoyed "American 
Gods" by Neil Gaiman. 
Not only does this 
book take place in 
Wisconsin (yay) but it 
has a unique and 
interesting story line 
that keeps you 
guessing. 

Katie
Code Name Verity  
Elizabeth Wein
Rich in historical detail and intrigue, Code 
Name Verity is a vivid reminder of what 
makes historical fiction so compelling. In 
exchange for a temporary stay of 
execution and lesser forms of torture, a 
young female spy captured in Nazi-
occupied France writes a confession of her 
activities in the Resistance. Her story is 
that of two women who should never 
have crossed paths, yet were destined to 
become the best of friends and embark 
upon the covert mission that would 
determine which of them would live or 
die. Courage born of friendship, fierce 
hope, surprising twists, and ironies 
abound in this spell-binding novel that 
will appeal to teens and adult readers 
alike.

Almost Home -
Pam Jenoff

A rich and startling novel about a woman 
who must face a past she’d rather forget in 
order to uncover a dangerous legacy that 
threatens her future

Outlander (series) - 
Diana Gabaldon

The year is 1945. Claire Randall is traveling 
with her husband when she touches a boulder 
in one of the ancient stone circles that dot the 
British Isles. Suddenly she is hurled back in 
time to a Scotland torn by war and raiding 
border clans in the year of our Lord 1743. 
Catapulted into the intrigues of lairds and 
spies that may threaten her life, she soon 
realizes that an alliance with James Fraser, a 
gallant young Scots warrior, might be the only 
way to survive. Thus begins a work of 
unrivaled storytelling that has become a 
modern classic.
Diana Gabaldon is the New York Times 
bestselling author of the wildly popular 
Outlander novels-Outlander, Dragonfly in 
Amber, Voyager, Drums of Autumn, The Fiery 
Cross, and A Breath of Snow and Ashes 

Into the Wilderness (series) - 
Sara Donati

Weaving a tapestry of fact and 
fiction, Sara Donati’s epic novel 
sweeps us into another time and 
place…and into a breathtaking 
story of love and survival in a 
land of savage beauty.
It is December of 1792. Elizabeth Middleton 
leaves her comfortable English estate to join 
her family in a remote New York mountain 
village. It is a place unlike any she has ever 
experienced. And she meets a man unlike any 
she has ever encountered—a white man 
dressed like a Native American: Nathaniel 
Bonner, known to the Mohawk people as 
Between-Two-Lives. Determined to provide 
schooling for all the children of the village, 
Elizabeth soon finds herself locked in conflict 
with the local slave owners as well as with her 
own family. Interweaving the fate of the 
Mohawk Nation with the destiny of two 
lovers, Sara Donati’s compelling novel creates 
a complex, profound, passionate portait of an 
emerging America.
Second book is Dawn of a Distant Shore.

Cutting for Stone 
Abraham Verghese

(Reviewed in 2012)

The Light Between Oceans 
 M.L. Stedman

Tom Sherbourne is a lighthouse keeper on 
Janus Rock, a tiny island a half day’s boat 
journey from the coast of Western Australia. 
When a baby washes up in a rowboat, he and 
his young wife Isabel decide to raise the child 
as their own. The baby seems like a gift from 
God, and the couple’s reasoning for keeping 
her seduces the reader into entering the 
waters of treacherous morality even as Tom--
whose moral code withstood the horrors of 
World War I--begins to waver. M. L. 
Stedman’s vivid characters and gorgeous 
descriptions of the solitude of Janus Rock and 
of the unpredictable Australian frontier create 
a perfect backdrop for the tale of longing, loss, 
and the overwhelming love for a child that is 
The Light Between Oceans.

Gates of Fire 
Steven Pressfield

At Thermopylae, a rocky 
mountain pass in northern 
Greece, the feared and admired 
Spartan soldiers stood three 
hundred strong. Theirs was a 
suicide mission, to hold the pass 
against the invading millions of 
the mighty Persian army.

Day after bloody day they withstood the 
terrible onslaught, buying time for the Greeks 
to rally their forces. Born into a cult of 
spiritual courage, physical endurance, and 
unmatched battle skill, the Spartans would be 
remembered for the greatest military stand in 
history--one that would not end until the 
rocks were awash with blood, leaving only 
one gravely injured Spartan squire to tell the 
tale....

Corner of Bitter and Sweet 
Jamie Ford
In the opening pages of Jamie Ford’s stunning 
debut novel, Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and 
Sweet, Henry Lee comes upon a crowd 
gathered outside the Panama Hotel, once the 
gateway to Seattle’s Japantown. It has been 
boarded up for decades, but now the new 
owner has made an incredible discovery: the 
belongings of Japanese families, left when 
they were rounded up and sent to internment 
camps during World War II.
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Joyce
I like this book because the writer is 
very historic in her work – about the 
church/ scriptures – the area of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains of North 
Carolina /gardening/Art/ Medical 
field/ and the historic facts about the 
area and her ability to get inside the 
head of an eleven year old 
mountain boy. I will continue to 
read the series – unless it get crazy 
like some series tend to do (Easy 
read and funny) - Joyce

It's easy to feel at home in Mitford, North 
Carolina. In these high, green hills, the air is 
pure, the village is charming, and the people 
are friendly. Yet, Father Tim, the bachelor 
rector, wants something more. Enter a dog the 
size of a sofa that moves in and won't go 
away. Add an attractive neighbor who begins 
wearing a path through the hedge. Now, stir 
in a lovable but unloved boy, a mystifying 
jewel theft, and a secret that's sixty years old. 
Suddenly, Father Tim gets more than he 
bargained for. And readers get a rich comedy 
about ordinary people and their ordinary 
lives.

Mark
1493 
Charles C. Mann
I took a fair amount of history in junior and 
senior high school. I enjoyed much of that, as 
much as any junior high schooler wanted to 
plow through required readings. Some of the 
things I recall reading concerned colonial 
trade patterns for tobacco, sugar, rum, as well 
as for indentured servants and slaves, 
including African, American Indian, Asians, 
and some Europeans. 1493 by Charles Mann 
deserves to be highly recommended (dare I 
say required?) reading for high school. It 
might even be better at the college age, but the 
problem is that few college students will be 
taking history courses and thus would miss 
out. It picks up the historical record at the 
point Columbus first arrives in the Americas, 
and tracks the convulsions in human and 
environmental history that follow across the 
globe.  Basic food items such as tomatoes and 
potatoes are brought to Europe and Asia. 
Horses are brought to the Americas. Diseases 
such as small pox, measles, malaria, and 
yellow fever are introduced in many new 
areas. Human greed provides the usual 
motivation for all manner of unjust works. 
This is a long fascinating read that is hard to 
stomach at times. But it describes and often 
explains the current reality that we now have 
before us as we ponder policy choices in 
resource management, agricultural policy, 
public health, and what justice means.  

Trudy
Little Bee -Chris Cleave

"Little Bee" is about a young Nigerian refugee 
whose very existence changes the lives of 
English citizens in dramatic ways.

The publishers of Chris Cleave's new novel 
"don't want to spoil" the story by revealing too 
much about it, and there's good reason not to 
tell too much about the plot's pivot point. All 
you should know going in to Little Bee is that 
what happens on the beach is brutal, and that 
it braids the fates of a 16-year-old Nigerian 
orphan (who calls herself Little Bee) and a 
well-off British couple--journalists trying to 
repair their strained marriage with a free 
holiday--who should have stayed behind their 
resort's walls. The tide of that event carries 
Little Bee back to their world, which she 
claims she couldn't explain to the girls from 
her village because they'd have no context for 
its abundance and calm. But she shows us the 
infinite rifts in a globalized world, where any 
distance can be crossed in a day--with the 
right papers--and "no one likes each other, but 
everyone likes U2." Where you have to give 
up the safety you'd assumed as your 
birthright if you decide to save the girl gazing 
at you through razor wire, left to the wolves of 
a failing state

Life of Pi - Yann Martel

A fifteen-year-old boy, the son of a zookeeper 
in Pondicherry, India survives a shipwreck 
several days out of Manila. He is the lone 
human survivor, but his lifeboat is occupied 
by a Bengal tiger named Richard Parker, an 
injured zebra, a hyena, and an orangutan. 
(Trudy)
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Pam
Everything Belongs
Richard Rohr

This popular and bestselling book 
of the renowned Franciscan 
challenges people to move beyond 
the comfort of a settled life toward 
an understanding of themselves 
that is rooted in their connection to 
God. Only when they rest in God 
can they find the certainty and the 
freedom to become all that they 
can be. Contemplation has its place 
at the heart of Christianity, a place 
that allows people to experience 
how “everything belongs.

Falling Upward
Richard Rohr

In Falling Upward, Fr. Richard Rohr 
seeks to help readers understand 
the tasks of the two halves of life 
and to show them that those who 
have fallen, failed, or "gone down" 
are the only ones who understand 
"up." Most of us tend to think of 
the second half of life as largely 
about getting old, dealing with 
health issues, and letting go of life, 
but the whole thesis of this book is 
exactly the opposite. What looks 
like falling down can largely be 
experienced as "falling upward." In 
fact, it is not a loss but somehow 
actually a gain, as we have all seen 
with elders who have come to their 
fullness.

Wallace Stegner
Crossing to Safety
It's deceptively simple: two bright 
young couples meet during the 
Depression and form an instant 
and lifelong friendship. "How do 
you make a book that anyone will 
read out of lives as quiet as these?" 
Larry Morgan, a successful 
novelist and the narrator of the 
story, poses that question many 
years after he and his wife, Sally, 
have befriended the vibrant, 
wealthy, and often troubled Sid 
and Charity Lang. (Peter)

Ruth
The Paris Wife 
Paula McLain  
A story about Ernest Hemingway and his first 
wife, Hadley Richardson. I am sure it is a true 
story of the lives of writers and artists in the 1920. 
It became tiresome to read about self centered 
people but that probably is not fair. It was well 
written and probably accurate of the time. Their 
whirlwind marriage takes them to Paris and a 
fast paced life among Jazz aged people that they 
had little experience with. During this time 
Hemingway is writing the book which becomes 
The Sun Also Rises. Both end up attracted to 
others and their marriage fails. While reading the 
book, you become acquainted with many well 
known authors of the time.   It was sad to see 
how the lifestyle of which this young 
couple became part  eventually destroyed 
their marriage.  It was easy reading but 
sometimes difficult to see how a loving 
destroyed their own marriage!
 The authors sister lives and works in Madison. 
(Also recommended by Ann-Britt)

Aldo Leopold
Sand County Almanac
Published in 1949, shortly after the author's 
death, A Sand County Almanac is a classic of 
nature writing, widely cited as one of the 
most influential nature books ever 
published. Writing from the vantage of his 
summer shack along the banks of the 
Wisconsin River, Leopold mixes essay, 
polemic, and memoir in his book's pages.
(Peter)

I Hear Voices: A Memoir of Love, Death 
and the Radio
Jean Feraca

Feraca tells stories of her dearly eccentric 
brother, 
her demented mother, her wretched first 
and second marriages, her attempt to live 
the monastic life, her passion for her third 
husband and his taste in wine. Most 
remarkable, however, is her account of that 
pivotal moment when she took Donald 
Hall's creative writing seminar. Ignoring 
her disastrous marriage as she immersed 
herself in writing, she was Rapunzel, 
spinning straw into gold.

Pastor Peter
Marilynne Robinson
When I was a Child I Read Books

Marilynne Robinson has built a sterling reputation as 
not only a major American novelist but also a rigorous 
thinker and an incisive essayist. In this lucid but 
impassioned collection, Robinson expands with 
renewed vigor the themes that have preoccupied her 
work. When I Was a Child I Read Books tackles the 
charged political and social climate in this country, the 
deeply embedded role of generosity in Christian faith, 
and the nature of individualism and the myth of the 
American West. 
 
Allister Sparks & Mpho Tutu
Tutu: Authorized

Tutu: Authorized is a celebration of the life of 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, an icon whose humanity 
and compassion has touched millions of lives around 
the world.

Donald Woods
Biko

Subjected to 22 hours of interrogation, torture and 
beating by South African police on September 6, 1977, 
Steve Biko died six days later. Donald Woods, Biko's 
close friend and a leading white South African 
newspaper editor, exposed the murder helping to ignite 
the black revolution.

David James Duncan
The River Why

This captivating and exuberant tale is told by Gus 
Orviston, an irreverent young fly fisherman and one of 
the most appealing heroes in contemporary American 
fiction.Leaving behind a madcap, fishing-obsessed 

family, Gus decides to strike out on his own, taking 
refuge in a remote riverbank cabin to pursue his own 
fly-fishing passion with unrelenting zeal. But instead of 

finding fishing bliss, Gus becomes increasingly 
troubled by the degradation of the natural world 
around him and by the spiritual barrenness of his own 
life. His desolation drives him on a reluctant quest for 
self-discovery and meaning—ultimately fruitful beyond 
his wildest dreams.
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New books by well-
known authors
Silver Star -
Jeannette Walls
Jeannette Walls has written a heartbreaking 
and redemptive novel about an intrepid girl 
who challenges the injustice of the adult 
world—a triumph of imagination and 
storytelling.

It is 1970 in a small town in California. 
“Bean” Holladay is twelve and her sister, 
Liz, is fifteen when their artistic mother, 
Charlotte, a woman who “found something 
wrong with every place she ever lived,” 
takes off to find herself, leaving her girls 
enough money to last a month or two. 

Burgess Boys 
Elizabeth Stroud
Haunted by the freak accident that killed 
their father when they were children, Jim 
and Bob Burgess escaped from their Maine 
hometown of Shirley Falls for New York City 
as soon as they possibly could. Jim, a sleek, 
successful corporate lawyer, has belittled his 
bighearted brother their whole lives, and 
Bob, a Legal Aid attorney who idolizes Jim, 
has always taken it in stride. But their long-
standing dynamic is upended when their 
sister, Susan—the Burgess sibling who 
stayed behind—urgently calls them home. 
Her lonely teenage son, Zach, has gotten 
himself into a world of trouble, and Susan 
desperately needs their help. And so the 
Burgess brothers return to the landscape of 
their childhood, where the long-buried 
tensions that have shaped and shadowed 
their relationship begin to surface in 
unexpected ways that will change them 
forever.

Benediction 
Kent Haruf
A story of life and death, and the ties that 
bind, once again set out on the High Plains 
in Holt, Colorado.
Haruf writes with a tense, quiet realism that 
elevates life and death, granting both a 
dignity that touches on poetry.

And the Mountains Echoed
Khaled Hosseini
Khaled Hosseini, the #1 New York Times–
bestselling author of The Kite Runner and A 
Thousand Splendid Suns, has written a new 
novel about how we love, how we take care 
of one another, and how the choices we 
make resonate through generations. In this 
tale revolving around not just parents and 
children but brothers and sisters, cousins 
and caretakers, Hosseini explores the many 
ways in which families nurture, wound, 
betray, honor, and sacrifice for one another; 
and how often we are surprised by the 
actions of those closest to us, at the times 
that matter most.

Last Runaway 
Tracy Chevalier
New York Times bestselling author of Girl 
With a Pearl Earring Tracy Chevalier makes 
her first fictional foray into the American 
past in The Last Runaway, bringing to life the 
Underground Railroad and illuminating the 
principles, passions and realities that fueled 
this extraordinary freedom movement.

Dreams of Joy  
Lisa See
See's Dreams of Joy picks up the story of 
sisters Pearl and May where Shanghai Girls 
left off: on the night in 1957 when Pearl's 
daughter, Joy, discovers that May is her true 
mother. 

In the Garden of Beasts
Erik Larsen
A vivid portrait of Berlin during the first 
years of Hitler’s reign, brought to life 
through the stories of two people: William E. 
Dodd, who in 1933 became America’s first 
ambassador to Hitler’s regime, and his 
scandalously carefree daughter, Martha.

Round House
Louise Erdrich
Louise Erdrich’s moving, complex, and 
surprisingly uplifting new novel tells of a 
boy’s coming of age in the wake of a brutal, 
racist attack on his mother. Drawn from real-
life statistics about racially inspired attacks 
on our country’s reservations, this tale is 
forceful but never preachy, thanks in large 
part to Erdrich’s understated but glorious 
prose and her apparent belief in the 

redemptive power of storytelling. 

Other Great Reads
Twelve Tribes of Hattie

Ayana Mathis

A debut of extraordinary distinction: Ayana 
Mathis tells the story of the children of the 
Great Migration through the trials of one 
unforgettable family.

Radioactive: Marie and Pierre Curie: A Tale 
of Love and Fallout
Lauren Redniss
Lauren Redniss’s brilliant biography-in-
collage is an astounding portrait of Marie 
and Pierre Curie, the husband-and-wife 
team who won the Nobel Prize in Physics in 
1903.
(Go Big Read for 2012-2013)

Dressmaker of Khair Khana
Gail Tzemach Lemmon

Former ABC journalist Gayle Tzemach 
Lemmon tells the riveting true story of 
Kamila Sidiqi and other women of 
Afghanistan in the wake of the Taliban’s 
fearful rise to power. 

Rules of Civility
Amor Towles
This sophisticated and entertaining first 
novel presents the story of a young woman 
whose life is on the brink of transformation. 
On the last night of 1937, twenty-five-year-
old Katey Kontent is in a second-rate 
Greenwich Village jazz bar when Tinker 
Grey, a handsome banker, happens to sit 
down at the neighboring table. This chance 
encounter and its startling consequences 
propel Katey on a year-long journey into the 
upper echelons of New York society—where 
she will have little to rely upon other than a 
bracing wit and her own brand of cool nerve

Lost Wife
Alyson Richman
In pre-war Prague, the dreams of two young 
lovers are shattered when they are separated 
by the Nazi invasion. Then, decades later, 
thousands of miles away in New York, 
there's an inescapable glance of recognition 
between two strangers...
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Paul
1421: The Year China Discovered America by 
Gavin Menzies.  
This is an amazing account of the explorations of 
the Ming dynasty. The story is a bit of a mystery 
because all of the official records of these voyages 
were destroyed by the later xenophobic 
successors who closed China’s doors.  So Menzies 
pieces together old maps, genetic data, 
archeological information and a host of other 
information to make a compelling case that the 
Chinese navigated the world nearly a century 
before the Europeans. It raises a number of 
interesting “what if” questions.
 
Steve Jobs 
Walter Isaacson.  It turns out Steve and I were 
born the same year. After that the similarity ends.  
This book provides an unvarnished insight to 
Jobs at his brilliant best and petulant worst. But 
more importantly it provides insight into how the 
most important consumer products of our day 
came to fruition – from idea to production to 
marketing. PCs, mp3 music sales,  i-phones, i-pad 
and even Pixar. Truly fascinating.
 
A Short History of Nearly Everything 
Bill Bryson.  
I was familiar with Bryson’s wit from his  “Walk 

in the Woods” the story of hiking the 
Appalachian Trail, which I read between my two 
stints on the trail.  I was skeptical about a more 
comprehensive topic, but it was the only book on 
CD worth checking out at the time.  I really 
enjoyed this book. It is a wonderful history of 
science with great detail, humor and back stories.  
In the process it really does a nice job providing a 
laypersons level understanding of the periodic 
table, plate tectonics, astronomy physics, 
quantum mechanics and as the title implies, 
nearly everything else.  If you like science, or 
history or just a good set of trivia you will enjoy 
this book.  (Did you know that Madame Curie’s 
lab notebooks are so radioactive that they are still 
kept in lead boxes?)

Work Song: A  novel
Ivan Doig (2010)
Set in 1910-Butte, MT we again meet Mr. 
Morgan, from Whistling Seasons .  This 
time he gets a job at the local library and 
gets thrust into the middle of conflict 
between the miners, miners union, 
Anaconda Copper and Sams Sandison. 
Doig continues his great use of words 
and language to portray great pictures. 
(Lowell)

Tom

The Jesus Mystery: If Easter Happened Here and Now
Tom Collins

Arbor member and leader Tom Collins published this in 2011.

http://www.covchurch.org/idea-exchange/the-jesus-
mystery-by-tom-collins/

He has been the No. 1 celebrity, riding a wave of 
national fame for the past three years. We know who 

murdered him. Now, people are asking, “Where is Jesus’ corpse?” Crowds 
are staging demonstrations, demanding information. Many news 
investigators search for answers. How will their searches for the truth 
impact them and others? How will people react to the various news 
reports? Tim Loy’s 40 day search for answers becomes more important to 
him when his editor assigns him the story and his life-long friend, Jamar, 
suffers from a spiritual experience related to Jesus’ missing body. What if 
Jesus' resurrection happened today where you live? If “Find his body!” 
happens here and now.

http://www.amazon.com/The-Jesus-Mystery-Easter-Happened/dp/
1460903927/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1365973947&sr=8-1&keywords=
%22the+jesus+mystery%22+collins

Jeannie

Once Upon a Quincenara
Julia Alvarez

Julia Alvarez is a well respected and established writer from the Dominican 
Republic who is well aware of both the joys and challenges of many young 
women, especially Latinos growing up in the U.S.A., i.e. teen pregnancy, 
substance abuse, and  high drop out rates in school.  While she is alarmed 
by the dangers facing young girls of Latino descent, she is also charmed by 
a traditional if often costly coming of age traditionally called the quincenara 
that is celebrated in many Spanish speaking countries (Mexico, Puerto Rico, 
Colombia, Cuba, the Dominican republic) that may help guide young girls 
on the cusp of womanhood.
 
Love In The Driest Season 
Neely Tucker
 
When Caucasian-American news correspondent Neely Tucker and his 
African-American wife Vita arrived in Zimbabe in 1997 they had no way of 
knowing that soon afterwards they would fall helplessly in love with an 
abandoned infant girl whom they would first meet while desperately ill in 
the infant ward of her orphanage.  Soon after that first meeting little Chipo 
would cram into both of their hearts and they would find themselves in a 
desperate bid to not only nurse the little one to health but also to be 
allowed to adopt her in a country where despite a critical need for loving 
parents, adoptions by foreigners were considered taboo.

http://www.covchurch.org/idea-exchange/the-jesus-mystery-by-tom-collins/
http://www.covchurch.org/idea-exchange/the-jesus-mystery-by-tom-collins/
http://www.covchurch.org/idea-exchange/the-jesus-mystery-by-tom-collins/
http://www.covchurch.org/idea-exchange/the-jesus-mystery-by-tom-collins/
http://www.covchurch.org/idea-exchange/the-jesus-mystery-by-tom-collins/
http://www.covchurch.org/idea-exchange/the-jesus-mystery-by-tom-collins/
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Crooked Letter Crooked Letter 
Tom Franklin
A powerful and resonant novel from Tom 
Franklin—critically acclaimed author of 
Smonk and  Hell at the Breech—Crooked 
Letter, Crooked Letter tells the riveting story 
of two boyhood friends, torn apart by 
circumstance, who are brought together again 
by a terrible crime in a small Mississippi 
town. An extraordinary novel that seamlessly 
blends elements of crime and Southern 
literary fiction, 

Fault of our stars
John Green
n The Fault in Our Stars, John Green has 
created a soulful novel that tackles big 
subjects--life, death, love--with the perfect 
blend of levity and heart-swelling emotion. 
Hazel is sixteen, with terminal cancer, when 
she meets Augustus at her kids-with-cancer 
support group. The two are kindred spirits, 
sharing an irreverent sense of humor and 
immense charm, and watching them fall in 
love even as they face universal questions of 
the human condition--How will I be 
remembered? Does my life, and will my 
death, have meaning?--has a raw honesty that 
is deeply moving. 

Still Alice
Lisa Genova
Alice Howland, happily married with three 
grown children and a house on the Cape, is a 
celebrated Harvard professor at the height of 
her career when she notices a forgetfulness 
creeping into her life. As confusion starts to 
cloud her thinking and her memory begins to 
fail her, she receives a devastating diagnosis: 
early onset Alzheimer's disease. Fiercely 
independent, Alice struggles to maintain her 
lifestyle and live in the moment, even as her 
sense of self is being stripped away.

Before I go to Sleep - 

SJ Watson
Every day Christine wakes up not knowing 
where she is. Her memories disappear every 
time she falls asleep. Her husband, Ben, is a 
stranger to her, and he's obligated to explain 
their life together on a daily basis--all the 
result of a mysterious accident that made 
Christine an amnesiac. With the 
encouragement of her doctor, Christine starts 
a journal to help jog her memory every day. 
One morning, she opens it and sees that she's 
written three unexpected and terrifying 
words: "Don't trust Ben." Suddenly 
everything her husband has told her falls 
under suspicion.

The Hounds of Winter
James Magnuson  

James Magnuson grew up in 
Middleton, Wi, son of former 
members of Arbor Covenant.  The 
Hounds of Winter is a mystery that 
takes place in the bluffs of Baraboo 
and Devil's Lake.  David Neisen 
returns to the family cottage for a 
Christmas vacation and a chance to 
reconcile with his daughter only to 
find her dead, with the likely 
murderer just escaping the scene on 
a snowmobile.  He suspects the 
sheriff, a long time friend and 
wanders through the bluffs, evading 
the law, attempting to find evidence 
to prove his case.  I found myself 
wondering which town is 
represented by Utica, did this event 
take place in the pavilion on north or 
south shore, what bluff, which bar or 
what cottage is represented?  Is the 
highway he drives on W113, W123, 
W159 or a lesser road?  An important 
part of the story includes what is the 
Badger Munitions Plant, on U. S. 12.  
I am not into mysteries but did find 
myself putting myself into this one, 
mostly because of geographical 
familiarity.  A friend who reads 
mysteries, and grew up in Sauk City 
gives this a good book a good 
review. (Lowell)

Night Circus
Erin Morgenstern
The circus arrives 
without warning. No 
announcements 
precede it. It is 
simply there, when 
yesterday it was not. 
Within the black-
and-white striped 
canvas tents is an 
utterly unique 
experience full of 
breathtaking amazements. It is called Le 
Cirque des Rêves, and it is only open at 
night. 
But behind the scenes, a fierce competition is 
underway: a duel between two young 
magicians, Celia and Marco, who have been 
trained since childhood expressly for this 
purpose by their mercurial instructors. 
Unbeknownst to them both, this is a game in 
which only one can be left standing.

The Good Fight
Harry Reid and Mark Warren
After a childhood of shocking 
poverty, Harry Reid completed law 
school, working as a policeman to 
pay his way. He faced death threats 
as the head of the Nevada Gaming 
Commission trying to clean up Las 
Vegas. Eventually he rose to become 
Senate Majority Leader in 
Washington-without ever forgetting 
the mining town he came from, or 
the battles he fought along the way. 
This is that rare book by a politician 
that is more than a glorified press 
release. It is an extraordinary 
American story-told in a voice that is 
flinty, real, and filled with passion.  
(from Amazon)  It's hard to imagine 
this the life of the soft-spoken 
Senator.  His story is filled with both 
great and failed men, eccentrics, 
visionaries, gangsters, and 
presidents.  His life started in a cabin 
without plumbing.  A good story. 
(Lowell)

11/22/63

Stephen King

A high school teacher is given the opportunity to 
travel back in time and change the events of 
history - including the assassination of John 
Kennedy.  

This is the American of Stephen King's 
childhood and it's one that he re-creates in 
vivid and loving detail... This is a truly 
compulsive, addictive novel not just about 
time-travel or the Kennedy assassination but 
about recent American history and its might-
have-beens, about love, and about how life 
'turns on a dime'. It's a thunking 700-pager 
which left me only wanting more. The master 
storyteller in truly masterful form.(Kris)

Cellist of Sarajevo
Steven Galloway

In a city under siege, four people whose lives 
have been upended are ultimately reminded 
of what it is to be human. From his window, 
a musician sees twenty-two of his friends and 
neighbors waiting in a breadline. Then, in a 
flash, they are killed by a mortar attack. In an 
act of defiance, the man picks up his cello 
and decides to play at the site of the shelling 
for twenty-two days, honoring their memory.
(Elrene)
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Abraham 
Lincoln and the 
Second 
American 
Revolution  
James M. 
McPherson
"McPherson 
again displays 
his keen insight 
and  sterling 

prose as he 
examines several critical themes in 
American history. He looks closely 
at the President's role as 
Commander-in-Chief of the Union 
forces, showing how Lincoln forged 
a national military strategy for 
victory. He explores the importance 
of Lincoln's great rhetorical skills, 
uncovering how--through parables 
and figurative language--he was 
uniquely able to communicate both 
the purpose of the war and a new 
meaning of liberty to the people of 
the North. In another section, 
McPherson examines the Civil War 
as a Second American Revolution, 
describing how the Republican 
Congress elected in 1860 passed an 
astonishing blitz of new laws 
(rivaling the first hundred days of 
the New Deal), and how the war not 
only destroyed the social structure 
of the old South, but radically 
altered the balance of power in 
America, ending 70 years of 
Southern power in the national 
government."
The Civil War was the single most 
transforming and defining 
experience in American history, and 
Abraham Lincoln remains the most 
important figure in the pantheon of 
our mythology. These graceful 
essays, written by one of America's 
leading historians, offer fresh and 
unusual perspectives on both.

Texas and the War with Mexico
American Heritage Junior Library 
book  
Recounts how jn 1846-1848 the U. S. 
fought Mexico and  "whipped a 
general with a wooden leg, and 
grabbed some territory"....including 
California, Nevada, Utah, and parts 
of Wyoming, Colorado, New 
Mexico, and Arizona, and settled 
the status of Texas.  Mexicans still 
remember, and honor, the heroism 
of their soldiers.  The Mexican War 
made Zachary Taylor Pres. of U. S., 
and helped train young American 
Officers-Ulysses S. Grant, George H. 
Thomas, George G. Meader, on 

Union side and Robert E. Lee, Albert 
Sidney Johnson, Joe Johnson and 
"Stonewall" Jackson of Confederate 
Forces (Lowell) 

The Cold Dish
Craig Johnson 

Introducing Wyoming’s Sheriff Walt 
Longmire who served for twenty-
five years as sheriff.  His hopes of 
finishing out his tenure in peace are 
dashed when Cody Pritchard is 
found dead near the Northern 
Cheyenne Reservation. Two years 
earlier, Cody has been one of four 
high school boys given suspended 
sentences for raping a local 
Cheyenne girl. Somebody, it would 
seem, is seeking vengeance, and 
Longmire might be the only thing 
standing between the three 
remaining boys and a Sharps .45-70 
rifle. With life long friend Henry 
Standing Bear, Deputy Victoria 
Moretti, and a cast of characters 
both tragic and humorous enough 
to fill in the vast emptiness of the 
high plains, Walt Longmire attempts 
to see that revenge, a dish best 
served cold, is never served at all. 
(Lowell)

Empire of the 
Summer Moon;  
Quanah Parker and 
the Rise and Fall of 
the Comanches,
the most Powerful 
Indian Tribe in 
American History  
S. C. Gynne
A story of the Great 
South-west, from the struggles 
between the Spanish and the 
Indians and the Anglo-Saxon 
children of “Manifest Destiny”.  
After the railroad stitched the 
country together the tribes were the 
only obstacle.  After the Civil War 
Generals Phil Sheridan, Ranald 
Mackenzie, William Tecumseh 
Sherman, etc. were ordered to solve 
the problem of the Indians. The 
horse and the Springfield rifle were 
determining factors in the outcome.
 A thread that runs through the 
conflicts, and the book, is the 
capture in 1836 of Cynthia Ann 
Parker, nine year old daughter of a 
prominent Texas family, in an attack 
by a group of Comanches.  She 
adopted Comanche ways, became 
known as the “White Squaw” and 

was the mother of a future chief of 
the Comanche.  Chief Quanah 
negotiated with the government in 
Washington and became very 
prominent in history.  In the 1900’s 
he entertained Teddy Roosevelt on 
one of his trips to the SW.
It is an interesting story, if filled 
with bad faith, broken promises, 
and cruelty. (Lowell)

Revolutionary Characters
What made the founders different
Gordon S. Wood

Historian Charles Beard says of 
Washington, Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Co. "Never..has there 
been a convention of men richer in 
political experience and in practical 
knowledge, or endowed with a  
profounder insight into the springs 
of human action and the intimate 
essence of government..than at the 
constitutional convention."  These 
men are more than the marble 
statues we often think of, but men 
for whom character was important.  
Wood studies George Washington, 
Benjamin Franklin, Thomas 
Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, 
James Madison, John Adama, 
Thomas Payne, and Aaron Burr 
indiviually but also the thread that 
binds their work together and "what 
gives it (each life) the cumulative 
power of a revelation is this idea of 
character as a lived reality for these 
men." They saw themselves as the 
world's first meritocracy, people 
who deserved to lead.  There were 
real "elitests", independents, 
Federalists, democrats, rationalists, 
big bank people, no bank people, 
anarchists.  Wood's intention is not 
to praise our fathers but understand 
them and their circumstances. 
Some interesting comments
-At Thomas Jefferson's funeral only 
one eulogy was given.
-"Patrick Henry, like Paine, words 
and citations didn’t mean as much 
and honesty and sincerity and 
natural revelation of feeling."
-Burr was thought of not as a traitor 
to our country but to his class. 
-In early biographies ..Paine an 
“arrogant, drunken atheist.”
-Benjamin Franklin called trades 
people “Molatto Gentlement”.
This is not the usual "text book" but 
a small work that shows men 
working together to bring about our 
democracy. (Lowell)
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Deb
Wild: From Lost to 
Found on the Pacific 
Crest Trail by Cheryl 
Strayed
This is a lovely book 
about a young woman's 
struggles after her 
mother dies.
It is an easy read, quite 
well written, at 
times very 
funny and other 
times extremely 
poignant.
I loved it.

Flight Behavior by 
Barbara Kingsolver
It is wonderful story 
about global warming, 
people, animals and 
resilience.
Terrifically written and 
interesting.
Really makes you think 
about where we are 
headed.

Bringing Up Bebe: 
One American 
Mother Discovers 
the Wisdom of 
French Parenting 
by Pamela 
Drukerman
Brilliantly funny and 
super interesting 
comparison of the 
differences between the 
two cultures and the 
development of self 
control.
This is worth reading 
even if your kids are 
grown.

Michelle
Sarah’s Key
Tatiana deRosnay
“This is a remarkable historical novel, a book 
which brings to light a disturbing and deliberately 
hidden aspect of French behavior towards Jews 
during World War II.  Like Sophie's Choice, it's a 
book that impresses itself upon one's heart and 
soul forever.”

Coming Back Stronger: Unleashing the Hidden 
Power of Adversity
Drew Brees
Drew signed with the New Orleans Saints and 
immediately set to work rebuilding not only his own 
career but the city of New Orleans as well. Four years 
later, he led the Saints to their first Super Bowl in 
franchise history.

A true inspiration on and off the field, Drew has become 
a symbol of hope—not just to the team and the city he 
helped resurrect, but to everyone who has ever been 
knocked to the ground.

Nothing to Envy: Ordinary lives in North Korea
Barbara Demick

Following six North Koreans over the course of 15 
years, Demick offers a haunting portrait of life in 
North Korea. Her subjects are instantly relatable—
they fall in love, raise families—but as their country 
grows increasingly isolated, totalitarian, and 
repressive, and is ravaged by unemployment and famine, they risk 
everything to leave. 

Drift: The Unmooring of American Military Power

Rachel Maddow

Drift argues that we've drifted away from America's original ideals and become a 
nation weirdly at peace with perpetual war. Ultimately, she shows us just how 
much we stand to lose by allowing the scope of American military power to 
overpower our political discourse. 

We also talked about these books!!

A few more from Trudy

Year of Living Biblically
A.J.Jacobs
A.J. Jacobs decides to dive in headfirst and 
attempt to obey the Bible as literally as possible 
for one full year.  The resulting spiritual journey 
is at once funny and profound, reverent and 
irreverent, personal and universal and will make 
you see history's most influential book with new eyes.

Sensible Shoes
Sharon Garlough Brown

A book of four spiritual journeys that we can all relate to. Filled with 
spiritual insight, truth, beauty and discovery--not to mention deft and 
beautiful prose. A story to open eyes, to comfort and remind us of the 
importance of relationship." 

Take this Bread: A Radical Conversion

Sara Miles
This is a book about a different kind of Christianity, one based on love and 
reminiscent of Jesus---authentic and moving-


